




Skip to main content
	 
	
	
	
		
			
				
				

			

		

	

	
	
		
			
				
					[image: UAF logo]
				

				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					Institute of Agriculture, Natural Resources & Extension
					
				

			

			
				
					
						
					
				

			

		

	

	
	
	

      
         
            

         

      

      
         
            
               
                  
                     
                        Cooperative Extension Service

                     

                  

               

            

         

         	About(current)
	Locations(current)
	Calendar(current)
	Directory(current)
	Initiatives(current)
	Publications(current)






      
         
            
               
                  
                     	Home
	Pests, Invasives and Diseases
	Integrated Pest Management
	


                  
               

            

            
               
                  
                     Integrated Pest Management

                     Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a common-sense approach to achieving long-term
                        management of pest problems with minimal impact on human health, the environment and
                        non-target organisms. This approach focuses on the biology of pests and their relationship
                        to the environment. The first step in an IPM program is to identify any organism in
                        question and to completely investigate the situation. IPM is not a single pest-control
                        method but rather a series of pest-management evaluations, decisions and controls.
                        Strategies for IPM may include the application of physical, cultural, mechanical,
                        biological and chemical controls.

                     
                     
                        
                           
                                 
                                    Evaluation

                                    
                                       
                                           Through the Alaska IPM program, our researchers provide evaluation and identification
                                          of insect, plant and disease specimens. Click here to access our online portal where
                                          you can upload a photo of your specimen for evaluation, or call 1-800-520-5211 and
                                          be routed to a local contact. 
                                          

                                    

                                 


                           
                                 
                                    Training

                                    
                                       
                                           Click here to learn about our online classes and webinars (CEUs available). Online
                                          and in person educational programs focus on teaching the Alaskan public about the
                                          systematic IPM approach to problem solving.  Clients learn about pest identification,
                                          appropriate methods for dealing with pests, and the many benefits of IPM. 
                                          

                                    

                                 


                        

                     

                     
                     
                        
                           
                              
                              Purpose and Background

                              
                              The Alaska IPM program (AK IPM) addresses the public need for pest management education
                                 within the state. Offering nonbiased, research-based information, this resource is
                                 widely used by residents across the entire state. The AKIPM program has provided educational
                                 outreach in Alaska since 1981. This unique program was originally designed to meet
                                 the public demand for IPM information and continues to develop in response to public
                                 needs and the changing pest trends in Alaska.
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                     Areas of Emphasis

                     
                     Exotic and Imported Pests
This category is essential to assist program partners with the identification and
                        tracking of imported pests and diseases.  It also addresses the public demand for
                        information about subjects appearing in the national media, such as the Asian long-horned
                        beetle, and the Asian gypsy moth.


                     
                     Noxious and Invasive Weeds
Besides providing public outreach on this subject, IPM technicians scout for and map
                        noxious and invasive weeds and provide information on control options.  The program
                        cooperates with public and private agencies, assists with noxious and invasive plant
                        identification, and works toward educating landowners and the general public.

Community and Urban Forest Health
Community forest pest topics include the identification of pests and diseases on both
                        native and landscape woody ornamental plants.  Information about abiotic conditions,
                        landscape plant material selection, cultural care and hardiness issues are also addressed. 
                        IPM technicians also assist USDA Forest Service researchers with insect pest sampling
                        and monitoring projects.

                     
                      

                     
                     Administration

                     
                     The statewide IPM program is a cooperative effort, combining the resources of the
                        University of Alaska Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service and the USDA Forest Service,
                        State and Private Forestry, Forest Health Protection. The USDA Cooperative State Research,
                        Education, and Extension Service also provide significant funding. A partnership with
                        the State of Alaska DNR facilitates additional exotic pest monitoring.
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                     Disclaimer: Federal EPA Regulations declare that the label is the law! Pesticide users are forbidden
                        to use a pesticide in a way contrary to labeling. Please read the pesticide label
                        prior to use. Any use not indicated on the label is prohibited. State and local laws
                        may be more stringent than federal requirements. For pest control work in Alaska,
                        always check with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Pesticide Control Program for updated information on pesticide registration, regulations, and any permits that
                        may be required.

                  

               

            

         

      
      

      Cooperative Extension Service
Fairbanks State Office 
1751 Tanana Loop 
P.O. Box 756180 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-6180
907-474-5211
 877-520-5211 (toll free in Alaska)
Fax: 907-474-2631 
  ces@alaska.edu
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The Cooperative Extension Service is part of the UAF Institute of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Extension.
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	The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities.
UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, educational institution and provider and prohibits illegal discrimination against any individual. Learn more about UA’s notice of nondiscrimination. Language access services, such as interpretation or translation of vital information, will be provided free of charge to limited English proficient individuals upon request to amnorris2@alaska.edu.

UA is committed to providing accessible websites. Learn more about UA’s notice of web accessibility.
Privacy Statement

For questions or comments regarding this page, contact uaf-web@alaska.edu |   
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