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What factors drove students to

enroll in Russian?

Introduction

Despite being a critical language designated by the U.S. State
Department, Russian courses at UAF experience significant

drop-off after one or two semesters. This student-driven research
project explores why students start Russian, why many stop, and

what support structures could help them continue.

Research Questions

What personal, professional, or academic factors drive students
to enroll in Russian?

1.

Why do students discontinue after 1–2 semesters?2.
What role do mentorship, clubs, and study-abroad play in
retention?

3.

Methods

Survey: Distributed to current and former Russian students.
Interviews: Conducted with both continuing and discontinuing
students.
Institutional Analysis: Reviewed support structures (e.g., clubs,
mentors, study abroad).
Frameworks Used:

Self-Determination Theory (intrinsic/extrinsic motivation)
Tinto’s Theory of Retention (integration & support)
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virtual/in-person chat clubs 2.

Potential hybrid courses (in-person +

online)

3.
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What factors drove students to Stop

Russian at uaf?

Personal Interest 

86.3%

Academic Requirement

27.2%

Career/ Job Prospects

27.2%

Family/Heritage 

Reasons 36.3 %

lack of time

63.6%

other (cost, distance Learning) 40.9%

Limited course

offerings beyond the

first year 18.8%

not relevant to

career goals 18.8%

“Taking Russian classes at UAF re-awakened my

inner identity of being Russian”

“Taking Russian classes at UAF re-awakened my

inner identity of being Russian”

“If there was more classes offered

past basic classes.”

“Felt my time could be better spent with online

tutors rather than paying more to self learn”

“Consistent offerings for second

year and third year study.”

“Consistent offerings for second

year and third year study.”

“Distance learning a language is difficult”“Distance learning a language is difficult”

“Since it was a zoom class I couldn't easily talk to

other students”


