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ATTACHMENT #7A 
UAF STAFF COUNCIL #201 
October 14, 2009 
SUBMITTED BY KAYT SUNWOOD /STAFF AFFAIRS AND ACCREDITATION 
STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
Overview: (Motion Below) 
 
The Accreditation Steering Committee wants guidance from Governance Groups (from a vote at 
our October Staff Council and Faculty Senate meetings) on our suggested Core Themes for 
Accreditation. The Accreditation Steering committee (upon which I represent Staff Council) has 
been working on (and surveying UAF staff, faculty, & students) on what Core Themes capture 
what we do here at UAF, and especially what is different/unique about UAF. 
  
For more in-depth information, "Results from the Core Themes Survey" and "Accreditation 
Steering Committee Notes" are posted online at: 
  
http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty/09-10_senate_meetings/161/SurveyOct1-09.pdf 
  
http://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/faculty/09-
10_senate_meetings/161/CoreThemesSept28SteeringComm.pdf 
  
Faculty Senate will be entertaining a motion similar to the one below at their October 
12th Senate meeting. From the survey results, and the discussions at the Accreditation 
meetings, here are suggested Core Themes incorporated into a motion for Staff Council. 
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DRAFT MOTION: 
=============== 
 
The Staff Council moves to support the following six themes (which are not listed by priority) to 
be adopted to meet the requirements in Standard 1.B of the new accreditation standards (Draft 
5.0, Sept. 1, 2009) of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities: 
 

• Baccalaureate Education and Lifelong Learning 
• Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activity with an emphasis on Alaska, the 

Circumpolar North, and their Diverse peoples 
• PhD, Graduate Education, and Advanced Study 
• Educating Alaska's Workforce 
• Alaska Native and Rural Education and Scholarship 
• Community Engagement, Public Service, and Outreach Across Alaska 

 

EFFECTIVE:   Immediately 

RATIONALE:  NWCCU requires in Standard 1.B, Core Themes that the institution 
identifies core themes that individually manifest essential elements of its 
mission and collectively encompass its mission (1.B.1). The proposed 
themes describe the major activities of the University and have been 
developed and articulated through a series of interactions over the past 
year with faculty, staff, and students.  While they do not reflect everything 
that UAF does, they do convey the breadth and depth of UAF's activities.  
It is expected that additional activities of the University will be 
highlighted as objectives are developed for each theme according to 
Standard 1: the institution establishes objectives for each of its core 
themes and identifies meaningful, assessable, and verifiable indicators of 
achievement that form the basis for evaluating achievement of those 
objectives. (1.B.2) 

 


