
FORMAT 3B

Submit originals andone copy to the Faculty Senate Office
Email electronic copy (with scanned signatures) to jbharvie@alaska.edu

REQUEST FOR A NEW MINOR

Geology and Geophysics CNSM

Patrick Druckenmiller 474-6954

SUBMITTED BY:

Department

Prepared by

Email Contact psdruckenmiller@alaska.ed u

College/School

Phone

Faculty Contact Patrick Druckenmiller

See http://www.uaf.edu/uafpov/facuttvsenate/curriculum/course-depree-procediires-/ for acomplete description ofthe
rules governing curriculum &course changes.

PROGRAM IDENTIFICATION:

TITLE OF MINOR: Paleontology

*Number of creditsrequired for completion (minimum is 15):
♦"Unless otherwise specified by the appropriate academic unit, a course may be used more than once
toward fulfilling degree, certificate, major and minor requirements. Credit hours for these courses
countonly once toward total credits required for the degreeor certificate. Certifyingthat [the student
has] met allmajorand minorrequirements is the responsibility of [thestudent's] department faculty,
who notify the Registrar'sOffice." From the General University Requirements sectionof "How to
Earna Bachelor's Degree" in the UAF Catalog.

Doall the required courses currently existf
Ifnot, list thecorresponding NewCourse paperwork associated with this request.

Two new courses,GEOS F3170 (Paleontological Research andLaboratory Methods) andGEOS F485 (Mass Extinctions,
Neocatastrophism andthe History of Life) are being proposed as part of thenewPaleontology Concentration in the
Department ofGeology and Geophysics. New course forms are being processed in conjunction with this request.

A. DESCRIPTION OFTHE PROPOSED MINOR. Include reasons justifying its creation; objectivesof theminorand
relationship of the required courses to those objectives.

Paleontology is an interdisciplinary field; graduate paleontology programs may be housed
within geology or biology departments. We regularly receive inquiries from students of biology
and anthropology who are interested in taking paleontology courses, and the recent addition of
a vertebrate paleontologist to our faculty has added new breadth and expertise to our
paleontology curriculum. The current Geology minor provides a flexible option for students,
but does not providea clear path for studentsinterested in fossil organisms. The proposed
Paleontology minor is designed to provide a customized emphasis for interested BA students,
Anthropology majors, or Biological Sciences majors whowish to add breadth to focus on a topic
of lifelong interest, add breadth to their degree program, or pursue graduate studies in
paleontology, respectively. The foundation courses will provide students with a solid grounding
in geological concepts and practices. The electives allowstudents to strengthen their
understanding ofsedimentaryenvironments and biostratigraphy (GEOS322), investigate the
morphology and evolution ofa particular group (invertebrates GEOS 315W; vertebrates GEOS
486, or plants GEOS 453), master fossil preparation and curation skills(GEOS 3170) or
explore the classic and current paleontological literature (GEOS 485).

RECEIVEb
B. PROPOSED MINOR REQUIREMENTS AS THEYWILL APPEARIN THECATALOG:

See samples provided on page 3 ofthis form.

Paleontology
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1. Complete the following foundation courses:
GEOS FlOlX-The Dynamic Earth 4 credits
GEOS F112X-The History ofEarth and Life 4 credits

2. Complete three of the following Paleontology electives:






