ECE 270
ECE 270 Practicum II Credits: 3

Course Description:

An advanced guided field experience in working with a group of young children in a home, school or center.
May include teaching in a team situation. Includes assessment and working with families. (Prerequisite: EC
170 or F115 and instructor permission)

Students will need to continue skills demonstrated in PI for building a climate of respect and establishing
supportive relationships. This course is a “capstone” for the AAS degree and should demonstrate
competence in all of the following NAEYC standards

Standard 1: Supporting Child Development and Learning

Standard 2. Building Family and Community Relationships

Standard 3. Observing, Documenting, and Assessing o Support Young Children and Families
Standard 4. Using Developmentally Effective Approaches to Connect with Children and Families
Standard 5. Using Content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum

Standard 6. Becoming a Professional

Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will have demonstrated the following skills related to the above
standards:

1. Appropriate assessment practices with young children, including sharing the information with families.
(1,2, 3, 4) Related assignments: child assessment, home visit & family conference

2. The ability fo plan, develop and evaluate a unit or project with young children, including family
contributions to planning, implementing and evaluation. (1, 2, 3, 4, 5) related assignment: curriculum
implementation and lead teaching for 2 weeks

3. Cooperatively working with supervisors, other staff and parents for the benefit of children. (6) related
tasks: dependable attendance, professional attitude and behavior, utilizing constructive feedback,
reflection and analysis for improvement

4. Comprehension of the complexity of the early childhood profession (6) Related assignments: essay on
academic growth and reflections; completed portfolio

5. Awareness & commitment to the profession (6) related assignments: membership in a professional
organization; resume; future goals

6. Application of the professional code of ethical conduct. (6) Statement of philosophy & reflections

Required Textbook:
Developing & Presenting a Professional Portfolio in Early Childhood Education by Wiltz. Watso-Thompson,
Cawley & Skelley; published by Pearson, 2009

The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and
insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. I will work with
the Office of Disabilities Services (208 WHITAKER BLDG, 474-5655) to provide reasonable
accommodation to students with disabilities
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Reading Assignments:
Read the textbook as soon as possible.

Paperwork Requirements:

background check; on-site application and employment packet
timesheet

essay for your growth in the AAS*

philosophy of early childhood education™

develop a professional resume and include it in your notebook™
documentation of PIT modules

accumulated samples demonstrating competence with national standards

No ok~ wbdhPE

*It is best to start these in the beginning of your practicum.

Your Portfolio:

Maintain a record of your practicum in a large 3 ring binder as well as an electronic version. Your grade
will not be posted until both completed versions are received. The completed portfolio is in two parts;
together they should provide a view of your overall experience in the AAS program. The first part
documents your work on site during the Practicum IT experience. The second part documents your
accumulated evidence of competence on the national standards, which has been growing since you entered
the program.

Part I documents your competence to be a teacher of young children, including assessment, curriculum
development and working with families. Organize Part I by the modules for Practicum II. Photos, lesson
plans, correspondence, newsletters, samples of the children's projects and written entries will all be
valuable. Thinking of it as a scrapbook may help you visualize the desired end.

Part II of your portfolio should be organized by the naeyc standards; use tabs to separate sections. The
textbook should be especially helpful as you develop this part of your portfolio. Since it is a professional
document you will of course use a word processor. For each standard include any relevant evidence, such as
graded assignments from prior courses, as well as your reflections, references from your site or other
relevant documentation.

Work at the site is intended to be primarily direct work with children and their families. This may include

preparing the environment and obtaining the necessary materials, if approved by the on-site teacher. It is
expected that the student will do the majority of planning time and paperwork documentation (journal etc.)
as the "homework"” for practicum.



Summary of Evaluation:
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Growth

Source Percent | Documentation

Part T Observation & 15% Written evaluation by faculty and site supervisor

Feedback

Part I Family 10% Documentation & reflection of home visit & family

Relationships conference

Part I Child Assessment 10% Documentation of child assessment and family conference
with reflection of the process

Part I Lead Teaching 25% Photo documentation of environment changes, lesson plans,

minimum of 2 weeks children's active exploration and engagement. Reflection
and evaluation

Part IT Professionalism 10% Statement of philosophy; professional resume; goals; proof
of membership in an EC professional organization; ethics

Part IT Accumulated 30% Scholarly essay on academic growth, accumulated evidence

on the standards

Practicum II Timeline:

Task Timeline Comments
Get to know the families Week 1- 40 hrs
Do a home visit Week 2 - 60 hr
Assess a child Weeks 3-5

60-100 hours
Lead Teaching for 2 weeks Weeks 6-7

120-160 hours
Family Conference Week 8

180 hours
Complete portfolio 200 hours
Faculty Observation #1 By 60 hours
Faculty Observation #2 By 110 hours
Faculty Observation #3 By 160 hours
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Part I

Observation and Feedback The university faculty and site supervisor will be observing and giving
you on-going feedback, both orally and in writing. The observations and your professional response
to the feedback is an important part of the course.

Module #1: Family Relations Meet with one family in a home visit early in the practicum to
establish a positive relationship. Ideally this will be a family new to the program or the group and
the same one you will work with for your assessment. This home visit is not to provide information
or judgments. It is just to get to know each other a little better. The selection of the family and
the arrangement of the meeting must be made in conjunction with the site. Document your home
visit with a feedback form by the supervising teacher. Write a self-evaluation about the process.

Module #2: Assessment Do an in depth assessment of a child, based on observation, demonstrated skills
and portfolio sampling. Selection of the child and assessment tool is to be coordinated with the supervising
teacher and program management. Ideally this will be the same family you visited for the home visit.
After compiling the information, you will meet with parents to share your assessment information and hear
the parent's perspective, in a formal parent teacher conference. Usually this happens near the end of the
practicum.

Development of a portfolio of children's work is strongly encouraged for assessment documentation. If you
use a different process, discuss how and why that decision was made. Include a sample of the blank form if
you use a formal assessment or screening tool. Regardless of your choices, it is important to include the
completed assessment or a copy or photos of the child's portfolio. Write in your journal what you learned.
How would assessments help you plan lessons and the class environment for children?

Family Conference A family conference (or parent teacher conference - PTC) is when you share
information about the child's progress and development as you see it in your setting. Children may be
included at the discretion of the program and family. We are not qualified to do any diagnosis; if there
are developmental issues that need more attention, your site supervisor will encourage the family to seek
further professional services. With your site supervisor, you will share the assessment and samples of
child's work with the family in a formal parent-teacher conference. Document your conference with a
feedback form by the supervising teacher. Write a self-evaluation about the process. Include copies of
any written materials you shared with the family in the conference, such as the evaluation or brochures.

Module #3 Teaching: This module is fo demonstrate you are able to be a classroom teacher with a group
of young children.

Begin by developing a unit of study for a minimum of 2 weeks and, serving as lead teacher.
Integrate the topic of your unit across all aspects of the curriculum such as dramatic play, blocks,
fine motor, math, science literature etc. Making appropriate environmental changes is an important
part of a good unit. Document your environment changes with a map, list or photos. Take photos,
throughout the unit of you and the children exploring the different activities and ideas.

Using the format from your curriculum class with the example from Big as Life by Stacy York,
develop a unit for your group on a topic relevant and interesting to the children. Your informal
observations as well as your formal assessment should be used in determining your unit and the
various activities and lessons you create. Good topics are often related to the children themselves
(my body, making friends, my family) or the world around them (pets, balls, dog mushing, gardening).
Avoid topics that are abstract or lack relevance for children in the interior of Alaska (the solar
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system, sharks). Be sure the curriculum is broad enough to cross all learning labs or interests
areas. A topic such as The Three Bears, using the favorite story book, would be too narrow. It is
better to choose a topic of bears and incorporate the story in your literacy activities. Your site
supervisor will approve your topic. Serve as a lead teacher for at least 2 weeks, implementing the
curriculum, using developmentally appropriate practice. Include lesson plan copies/activities using a
format similar to the one described in the curriculum IT class. Identify alist of specific concepts
you think the children learned. Include your reflections on the lessons and activities in the unit.

Part II

Academic Growth: This should be placed at the beginning of part two in your portfolio. In essay format,
reflect on how you have grown as a professional during your AAS studies. This should be a scholarly essay
of approximately 2-3 pages (600-900 words). If you include a bulleted list or photo journal, it must include
substantive captions and explanations. This will be used to document your writing competence as well as
your ECE growth.

Standards: For each of the following standards, document your competence with your accumulative work in
the program. At the end of this document is a complete listing of the standards and the key indicators, to
guide your collection process and some likely assignments you may want to include from your coursework

e Standard #1 Promoting Child Development & Learning

e Standard #2 Building Family & Community Relationships

e Standard #3 Observing, Documenting & Assessing to Support Young Children & Families
e Standard #4 Promoting Child Development & Learning

e Standard #5 Using content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum

e Standard #6 Becoming a Professional

Standard #7 Early Childhood Field Experiences

Professionalism In standard 6, document your membership in NAEYC or other professional EC
organization. Include your professional resume. Include examples of ethical conduct or use of the
professional code of ethics. Describe your immediate use of your AAS degree. Where are you
working or do you plan to go for a higher degree? Identify future long-term education or
professional goals (3-10 years). List possible job opportunities to explore in the next 6-12 months.
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Part I Personal Reflection - Home Visit

Some might find it easier to document into a recorder and then transfer this to
paper. It is acceptable to use clerical help. Using the computer, please answer the
following:

10.

11.

How many hours of your practicum were completed when you did the HV?

Describe what you planned to do. Include details of where you will meet, who
will be there, how long it will take and what will be covered.

How did you feel prior to the meeting?

Describe the actual meeting. (Did it go the way you planned?)
What was the family's reaction?

How were children included in the process?

What did you learn about this family?

How could your new knowledge help you to be a better teacher with these
children?

Identify the advantages of doing a home visit. Compare the relationship you
have with this child and family to the relationship you have with another child in
the group, who you have not known at home.

On the following scale, how would you rate the value of home visits for ECE
teachers?

Not worth the time and trouble
Nice but not necessary
Valuable

Essential

> w N e

Other relevant thoughts or comments on your experience as a home visitor
should also be included.
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Part I Personal Reflection - Assessment Process

Using the computer, please answer the following:

1. Describe the child you selected for this portion of your practicum:

2. Why did you choose this child?

3. Describe the assessment tool(s) you selected.

4. How did you choose the tool(s)?

5. Why was this appropriate for these children at this time in their lives?

6. Describe the assessment process (How long did it take? Where did you do it?
Who helped you? What did you learn that helped you be a better teacher for
this child?)

7. How did you factor the children's culture into the process?

8. How were families included in the assessment process?

9. How could your new knowledge help you to be a better teacher with these
children?

10. What is your reaction to doing assessments with young children?
11. Attach a copy of the child's portfolio or photos of the entries, if possible.

12. Other thoughts, comments or insights you gained.
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Part I Personal Reflection - PTC

(Children may be included or not, at your discretion. Complete one)

Using the computer, please answer the following:

10.

How many hours of your practicum were completed when you did the PTC?
Describe what assessment info you plan to share. Include a copy.

How did you feel prior to the meeting?

Describe the actual meeting. (Did it go the way you planned?)

What was the family's reaction?

How were children included in the process?

Identify the advantages of doing parent teacher conferences. Describe any
disadvantages.

Include copies of any materials or resources you shared with the parents.

On the following scale, how would you rate the value of PTC for ECE teachers?
For Parents?

Not worth the time and trouble
Nice but not necessary
Valuable

Essential

> w DN e

Other relevant thoughts or comments on your experience doing a PTC should
also be included.
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Part I Personal Reflection - Curriculum & Teaching

Complete the documentation for your unit and include it in your notebook. At a
minimum this will include:

e  Why you chose the topic (relate it back to the children)

e How you involved parents

e Your web with questions by the children

e The materials you gathered

e Changes you made to the environment

e Responses in play by the children

e Independent activities in all interest centers/learning labs

e Circle time related to the topic (music and movement)

e Stories and books related to the topic

e Science activities

e Cooking activities

e Art & craft (NOT worksheets!)

e Activities for physical development (both fine motor and large muscle)

Then in essay form, evaluate the success of this unit for children's development.
How did it promote their development in all aspect of the PIES? Did you meet
your objectives; they learn what you had hoped they would? How do you know?
What might you do differently next time and why? What areas were especially
successful and why? If relevant, compare this teaching experience with previous
teaching or curriculum experience, such as the activities based PI. What did you
learn from doing this unit?

Part II Personal Reflection - Academic Growth

Include your essay on your growth since beginning the AAS program. Please be
specific about this. Which courses or experiences were the most helpful. What
was inspiring? Was there any course or approach that was not helpful for you? If
you took courses in a variety of formats, such as web based, audio, intensives etc.,
please comment on the format and scheduling that was most helpful for you. What
obstacles did you encounter in the university, the program or the courses? What
did you think coming into the ECE program? How has your view been changed or
affirmed? What strengths would you credit to the academic program?
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Part II Professionalism

e Describe your immediate use of your AAS degree. Identify your current
employment or academic plans. List possible job opportunities to explore in
the next 6-12 months.

e Describe your professional goals for the next year and for the next 5 years.
Include your professional resume.

e Include examples of ethical conduct or use of the professional code of
ethics.

Site mentor comments

Regarding the home visit:
1. Describing the child assessment and parent teacher conference
2. Discussing the curriculum project
3. Addressing the special project for the program
4. Discussing professional ethics

5. Student's competence as a potential employee; including a letter of
reference if possible

Including other comments as relevant

Time Sheet Example Name: Site
Date Associated Modules and Activities Time Hours Total Hours
9/2/00 Child observation & assessment 9-12 3 3
9/3/00 Environment preparation & changes ! ! 6
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Date

Associated Modules and Activities

Time

Hours

Total Hours
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2010 NAEYC Key components of the Standards for AAS degrees:

Standard #1 Promoting Child Development & Learning

la
1b
1c

Knowing and understanding y. c. characteristics and needs
Knowing & understanding the multiple influences on development and learning.
Using developmental knowledge to create healthy respectful, supportive and challenging learning environments.

Standard #2 Building Family & Community Relationships

2a
2b
2C

Knowing about and understanding diverse family and community characteristics
Supporting and engaging families and communities through respectful, reciprocal relationships.
Involving families and communities in their children’s development and learning

Standard #3 Observing, Documenting & Assessing to Support Young Children & Families

3a
3b

3C
3d

Understanding the goals, benefits and uses of assessment

Knowing about assessment partnerships with families and with professional colleagues to build effective learning
environments, including using assistive technology for children with disabilities

Knowing about and using observation, documentation, and other appropriate assessment tools and approaches
Understanding and practicing responsible assessment to promote positive outcomes for each child including using
assistive technology for children with disabilities

Standard #4 Promoting Child Development & Learning

4a
4b
4c
4d

Understanding positive relationships and supportive interactions as the foundation of their work with children

Knowing and understanding effective strategies and tools for early education. Including appropriate use of technology
Using a broad repertoire of developmentally appropriate teaching/learning approaches

Reflecting on own practice to promote positive outcomes for each child

Standard #5 Using content Knowledge to Build Meaningful Curriculum

5a

5b
5¢c

Understanding content knowledge and resources in academic disciplines: language & literacy; the arts — music, creative
movement, dance, drama, visual arts; mathematics; science, physical activity, physical education, health & safety; and
social studies.

Knowing, and using the central concepts, inquiry tools, and structures of content areas or academic disciplines

Using their own knowledge, appropriate early learning standards, and other resources to design, implement, and
evaluate developmentally meaningful, challenging curricula for each child

Standard #6 Becoming a Professional

6a
6b
6¢c

6d
6e

Identifying and involving oneself with the early childhood field

Knowing about and upholding ethical standards and other professional guidelines

Engaging in continuous collaborative learning to inform practice; using technology effectively with young children, with
peers and as a professional resource.

Integrating knowledgeable, reflective and critical perspectives on early education

Engaging in informed advocacy for children and the profession

Standard #7 Early Childhood Field Experiences

Ta
7b

Opportunities to observe and practice in at least two of the three early childhood age groups (birth-3, 3-5, 5-8)
Opportunities to observe and practice in at least two of the three of the main types of early childhood settings (early
school grades, child care centers and homes, Head Start programs)
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In the past year ECE faculty from around the state have agreed upon general topics or
common assignments that should be included in each course. Depending upon when you
took the class, this might give you some good ideas of work to consider including in your

portfolio.

Course # Course Name Cr. Common Assignment

101 Intro 3 Code of Ethics

104 CD Infants and Toddlers 3 Child case study ages 3 mo - 2.5
years

107 CD Preschool-Primary 3 3 observations of children ages 3-8

. . with recommendations for further
Human Relations Requirement development

110 Safe, Healthy Learning Environs 3 Design an indoor and/or outdoor
learning environment

119 Curriculum I (DAP Literacy) 3 DAP Storytime lab

140 Positive Social Development 3 Identify topics/questions for future
study and research answers relative
to each chapter. Include questions &
answers in a written paper.

170/115 Practicum or Reflective Teaching 3 Reflections on teaching and
relationships with young children

210 Child Guidance 3 3 reflections on specific guidance
situations

213 Curriculum Il 3 Unit of study

(Thinking/Reasoning/Discovery)
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214 Curriculum [l (I/T Curriculum) Document the actual implementation
of an emotionally, socially and
physically supportive environment for
infants and/or toddlers

229 Foundation Nutrition & Wellness Reflection of nutrition and physical
activity lesson(s) done with children
to promote wellness

230/240 Special Needs Course Document adapting materials or
environments for children with
specific special needs

235 Screening/Assessment/Recording Example of a child portfolio with a
screening tool & analysis of work
samples

242 Family Ecology Reflection and documentation of
family home visit

270 Practicum Il Philosophy Statement

Eng 111X Academic Writing Written paper on student’s growth in
ECE throughout the AAS program

Eng 211X or | Writing about social science or literature Research paper on a health or other

213X relevant topic (ECE 110)

ECE 117 Computation for ECE Assignment from the class and
document math lab with children

Comm 131X | Oral Communication Include a feedback form on a

or 141X presentation given during your AAS
course of study

CTC courses only
130 Culture
132 Y C & the Family Develop, implement and evaluate a

family involvement activity with an
emphasis on learning some aspect of
child development
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