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Department of Alaska Native and Rural Development 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act: Land Claims in the 21st Century 

ANS 110-1 credit 
 

Course Outline 

Instructor:  Jenny Bell Jones    E-mail: jbjones@alaska.edu 
 Brooks Bldg, UAF Campus 
PO Box 756500 Fairbanks, AK  99775     
Office:  (907)474-6528   Fax: (907)474-6325  Office Hours: Contact instructor by e-mail 

 
Course Catalog Description: Familiarize students with the land claims process and 
important Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act content, with focus on contemporary 
situations and explanation of land claims processes ongoing or recently completed in 
locations outside Alaska. Cross-listed with RD 110 
 
Course Overview: Class to be one credit 15 hours of instruction designed for delivery via 
Blackboard allowing students from any community, including international students, to 
enroll. At the one credit level the course will familiarize students with the land claims 
process and important Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) content, with focus 
on contemporary situations and explanation of some land claims processes ongoing or 
recently completed in locations outside Alaska. Course material has been divided into 10 
one and one half hour modules. 
 
Course Goals & Objectives:  At the completion of the one credit course students will 
have a good basic understanding of the Land Claims process in Alaska, how ANCSA came 
into being, and how it affects Alaska today. They will be familiar with key provisions of 
ANCSA and the contemporary functions and responsibilities of the ANCSA corporations. 
Students will be familiar with ongoing Land Claims processes in other locations 
providing a global context for ANCSA together with an understanding of how the Act has 
influenced Indigenous populations outside of Alaska. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  It is anticipated that most students will be new to the land 
claims topic. At the completion of the course participants will be able to:  

 Demonstrate basic understanding of the history behind the passage of ANCSA, 

 List important key provisions of the Act,  

 Describe the basic functions of the Native corporations.  

 Identify ANCSA in the global context. 

 Discuss the ways in which economic and social structures in Alaska have been 
affected by the passage of the Act. 

 
Required Readings:   These are built into the online course.  Lectures are presented on 
line together with active links to both required and suggested readings. There is also a 
list of suggested texts for those who have library access but these are supplemental not 
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mandatory readings. Readings include the entire ANCSA text and week by week lecture 
notes discussing key content. Students also will explore ANCSA Corporation websites for 
Regional and Village Corporations and also for the non-profit entities. In addition to the 
numerous web-links included in the weekly lecture notes a number of short articles are 
included. Please see the reading list at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Suggested Texts for Supplemental Reading:  See the list in the Blackboard folder 
 
 
Grading/Evaluation Policy will be based upon the following: 
Assignments   80%                     
Required Post-Module Responses 10% 
Final Project or Paper  10% 
 
Assignments (80%):  There will be a homework assignment due after each module. The 
student should complete this assignment and submit it before reading the next module. 
Assignments will reflect materials in the lecture and readings and will consist of multiple 
choice questions and short essay questions. In addition students will be required to send 
three questions/comments about each module to the instructor for response before 
proceeding to the next module. 
Assignments must be kept current; there is a deadline for the submission of each 
assignment posted in the Course Information section of Blackboard and no extensions 
will be posted. 
 
Post-Module Responses (10%):  After completing the reading for a Module, students 
submit three questions and/or comments to the forum for that module in the 
Blackboard Discussion Board.  The instructor will respond to questions/comments and 
other students will also have the opportunity to respond with answers and comments of 
their own. Participation in this discussion is a part of the grade and students must 
respond to at least three questions/comments other than your own per module to 
obtain the full points. 
The Discussion Board forum is the equivalent of in class discussion and an opportunity 
to have questions answered. Use it courteously and wisely the same way you would 
when discussing material with class-mates face to face. 
Note that five of the total 10 points available for each post-module response will be 
awarded for Blackboard participation. If a student submits their questions/comments 
but does not participate in the Blackboard discussion they will only receive five points of 
out of the full ten. 
 
 
Final Project/Paper(10% each):  A final three to five  page paper will be due at the end 
of the one credit course. 
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 Number given Points per unit Points value % of grade 

Assignments 9 various 800 80% 

Post module 
responses 

10 10 100 10% 

Final paper 1 100 100 10% 

Total point 
value 

  1000 100% 

 
 
Criteria for grading: (UAF Catalog) Plus and minus grades will be awarded. 
 
A plus (+) and minus (-) grading system will be utilized for this class. 

Letter grades for the course will be determined as follows and will reflect the Grading 

System and Grade Point Average Computation policy stated in the current UAF Catalog. 

A+ ........................100–97%  A.............................96–93%  A-............................92–90% 
B+...........................89–87%  B.............................86–83%  B-............................82–80% 
C+...........................79–77%  C.............................76–73%  C-............................72–70% 
D+ ..........................69–67%  D.............................66–63%  D-............................62–60% 
F.....................less than 60%  
 
A (90-100%) =Excellent work that exhibits insight into the issues.  Demonstrates critical 
thought.  Written work is exempt of errors in grammar, spelling and content.  Above 
minimum requirements.   Indicates originality and independent work, a thorough 
mastery of the subject and the satisfactory completion of more than is regularly 
required. 
B (80-89%) =Above average.  Speaks and writes well.  Above minimum requirements.  
Demonstrates good understanding of topics. 
C (70-79%) =Speaks and writes in an acceptable manner.  Works is satisfactory, average.  
Meets minimum requirements. 
D (60-69%) =Below average work.  Minimally acceptable.  Lowest possible passing 
grade. 
F (59% or lower) =Unacceptable work.  Does not meet minimum requirements.  
Indicates failure.  Included in GPA calculations 
 
 

NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO INCOMPLETE GRADES AWARDED IN THIS COURSE. 
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Student Expectations:  All submitted assignments need to show reflection and 
scholarship. Written assignments will lose points for poor grammar and spelling even if 
content is otherwise accurate. Once the student begins the course, submission of 
assignments will be on a regular basis. Attendance is “on your own time” but the 
assignments have absolute due dates. 
 
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is quoting from, paraphrasing or using specific material 
contained in any published work, e.g. books, periodicals, public documents, internet or 
another person’s ideas without providing appropriate citations or recognitions. Self-
plagiarism is using all or part of a paper that you wrote previously for a different class or 
assignment and failing to indicate that it is your earlier work. NOTE; if you copy material 
from a course lecture or web link to use for an answer and do not cite this material it 
is considered to be plagiarism even if you agree with the author and would have 
written the same words yourself. Plagiarism can earn you an “F” grade in this course 
so if you have any doubts about how to recognize it please talk to the instructor. 
 
 
Students with Disabilities:   The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and insures that UAF students have equal access to the 
campus and course materials.  This instructor will work with the Office of Disabilities 
Services to provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  (907-474-
7043). fydso@uaf.edu. 
 
Other UAF Student Support Services include: 
 

 Office of Information Technology  907-450 8300 (1-800-478-8226) 
www.alaska.edu/oit/index.xml or email  helpdesk@alaska.edu  

 Off-campus library  907-474-7482 (1-800-478-5348) 
http://library.uaf.edu/offcampus  

 UAF Writing Center 907 474 5314 or email for an appointment at  
fywrc@uaf.edu  Their website can be found at 
http://www.uaf.edu/english/writing-center/ 

 CRCD Bookstore 907 474 7711 (1-877-651-4002) or email at CRCD-
gotbooks@alaska.edu  Their website can be found at  
http://www.uaf.edu/rural/bookstore-services/  

 
Title IX: University of Alaska Board of Regents  have clearly stated in BOR Policy that 
discrimination, harassment and violence will not be tolerated on any campus of the 
University of Alaska  If you believe you  are experiencing discrimination or any form of 
harassment including sexual harassment/misconduct/assault, you are encouraged to 
report that behavior.  If you report to a faculty member or any university employee, 
they must notify the UAF Title IX Coordinator about the basic facts of the incident.  Your 
choices for reporting include:  
 

mailto:fydso@uaf.edu
http://www.alaska.edu/oit/index.xml
mailto:helpdesk@alaska.edu
http://library.uaf.edu/offcampus
mailto:fywrc@uaf.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/english/writing-center/
mailto:CRCD-gotbooks@alaska.edu
mailto:CRCD-gotbooks@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/rural/bookstore-services/
http://www.uaf.edu/rural/bookstore-services/
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1) You may access confidential counseling by contacting the UAF Health & 
Counseling Center at 474-7043;  
 
2) You may access support and file a Title IX report by contacting the UAF Title IX 
Coordinator at 474-6600;  
 
3) You may file a criminal complaint by contacting the University Police 
Department at 474-7721.  
 

 
FALL 2017 SCHEDULE 

 
STUDENT INTRODUCTIONS ON BLACKBOARD DUE AUGUST 28TH. INTROS EARN FIVE 

POINTS EXTRA CREDIT! 
 

Module 1 Why the need for land claims? 
QUIZ ONE DUE: SEPTEMBER 10TH 

Module 2 Who can pursue lands claims? 
QUIZ TWO DUE: SEPTEMBER 17TH 

Module 3 ANCSA Sections 1 through 10 
QUIZ THREE DUE: SEPTEMBER 24TH 

Module 4 ANCSA Sections 11 through 20 
QUIZ FOUR DUE: OCTOBER 1ST 

Module 5 ANCSA Sections 21 through 27 and the Congressional Conference Report 
 QUIZ FIVE DUE: OCTOBER 8TH                               

Module 6 The ‘1991’ amendments.  ANILCA, and the Berger Report. 
QUIZ SIX DUE: OCTOBER 15TH 

Module 7 Corporations and tribal governments. Lands into trust 
QUIZ SEVEN DUE: OCTOBER 22ND 

Module 8 International land claims. 
QUIZ EIGHT DUE: OCTOBER 29TH 

REMEMBER: THIS ONE REQUIRES A SHORT PAPER 
Module 9 The ANCSA corporations today 

QUIZ NINE DUE: NOVEMBER 5TH 
REMEMBER: THIS ONE REQUIRES A SHORT PAPER 

Module 10         Final wrap-up. Review of course material highlighting key provisions of 
ANCSA and going over the international comparisons.  
FINAL PAPER DUE NOVEMBER 19TH 
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REQUIRED READINGS LIST 
Check each week’s documents to find what you need to read before you start! 

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act text in the Weekly lecture notes and … 
Alaska State Constitution : 
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-
bin/folioisa.dll/acontxt  
Alaska Organic Act: http://www.explorenorth.com/library/yafeatures/bl-Alaska1884.htm 
Canadian First Nations Treaty Maps (look for the one with the numbered treaties): 
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1380223988016/1380224163492  
Russia Alaska Treaty of Cession: 
http://www.canadahistory.com/sections/documents/usrelations/sewardalaska.htm 
The Road to Nunavut, a Chronological History: http://www.nunavut-
physicians.gov.nu.ca/history.shtml 

Aboriginal Title and Original Title. 
http://www.ubcic.bc.ca/Resources/implementation.htm 
History of Alaska Federation of Natives, http://www.nativefederation.org/about/history.php 

Peratrovich Letter, 
http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ANCSA/ARTICLES/ADN/Close_Look_at_ANB.htm "What 
Rights to Land Have the Alaska Natives?: The Primary Question" - May, 1966  
by William L. Hensley. http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ancsa/WLH/WLH66_1.htm 

Murder of activist Berta Cáceres sparks violent clashes in Honduras (PDF on 
Blackboard) 
Alaska Community Data Base Summaries: Select three different Native communities 
from the ANCSA 11(b)(1) list and locate them in the data base summaries. Read the 
summary to find out what the community demographics look like today. 
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/dcra/DCRAExternal  
Calista Corporation Overview: http://www.calistacorp.com/business/lands-resources 
NANA Lands: http://www.nana.com/regional/resources/resources-faq/ 
Bering Straits Native Corporation land transfer. 
http://www.alaskapublic.org/2016/02/09/president-obama-transfers-port-
clarence-land-to-bering-straits-native-corporation/  
“1991: Making It Work A Guide to Public Law 100-241 1987 Amendments” 
http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ancsa/1991-afn/makingitwork.htm  This reading 
gives a very clear explanation of some of the 1991 amendments to ANCSA 
Ben-David, Dr. Yosef. “The Bedouin in Israel” Jewish Virtual Library, American Israeli 
Cooperative 
Enterprise. 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/Bedouin.html 
 Deger, Allison. “Bedouin Village Razed 83 times must pay $500,000 for Demolitions, 
Israel says.” May 9th 2015. http://mondoweiss.net/2015/05/bedouin-village-
demolitions  
  Nofal, Aziza. “Bedouin Face Expulsion as Israel Builds Greater Jerusalem.” June 4th 
2015. http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/palestine-gaza-
bedouin-compound-israel-settlements-displaced.html#  

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/acontxt
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/acontxt
http://www.explorenorth.com/library/yafeatures/bl-Alaska1884.htm
https://www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca/eng/1380223988016/1380224163492
http://www.canadahistory.com/sections/documents/usrelations/sewardalaska.htm
http://www.nunavut-physicians.gov.nu.ca/history.shtml
http://www.nunavut-physicians.gov.nu.ca/history.shtml
http://www.ubcic.bc.ca/Resources/implementation.htm
http://www.nativefederation.org/about/history.php
http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ANCSA/ARTICLES/ADN/Close_Look_at_ANB.htm
http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ancsa/WLH/WLH66_1.htm
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/dcra/DCRAExternal
http://www.calistacorp.com/business/lands-resources
http://www.nana.com/regional/resources/resources-faq/
http://www.alaskapublic.org/2016/02/09/president-obama-transfers-port-clarence-land-to-bering-straits-native-corporation/
http://www.alaskapublic.org/2016/02/09/president-obama-transfers-port-clarence-land-to-bering-straits-native-corporation/
http://www.alaskool.org/projects/ancsa/1991-afn/makingitwork.htm
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_%26_Culture/Bedouin.html
http://mondoweiss.net/2015/05/bedouin-village-demolitions
http://mondoweiss.net/2015/05/bedouin-village-demolitions
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/palestine-gaza-bedouin-compound-israel-settlements-displaced.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/06/palestine-gaza-bedouin-compound-israel-settlements-displaced.html
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Strickland, Patrick. “Israel to displace thousands of Palestinian Bedouins” Al Jazeera 
24 November 2015 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/israel-displace-
palestinian-bedouins-151124153132838.html 
Statement of the Government of Canada on Indian policy (The White Paper, 1969)  
http://www.ainc- inac.gc.ca/ai/arp/ls/pubs/cp1969/cp1969-eng.asp 
Treaties With Aboriginal People in Canada (INAC site) http://www.ainc-
inac.gc.ca/al/ldc/ccl/tra-eng.asp 

Chittagong Hill Tracts Treaty 1997 

http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/countries/bangladesh/document/actandordinances/CH

T1990.htm 
Youth Ki Awaaz. Chittagong Hill Tracts: 69 Years Without Freedom. 
http://unpo.org/article/19125  
A burning issue in Bangladesh: how to bring peace to the Chittagong Hill Tracts? 
http://www.insightonconflict.org/2016/05/how-to-bring-peace-to-the-chittagong-hill-tracts/  
 
 
Chittagong Hill Tracts: New Report Highlights Increase in Human Rights Violations  
http://unpo.org/article/19040 
Jegroo, Ashoka. Indigenous Protestors Camp Outside Brazil’s Congress to Demand Land Rights. 
April 19th 2015 http://wagingnonviolence.org/2015/04/indigenous-protesters-camp-outside-
brazils-congress-demand-land-rights/  
Survival International.  Brazilian Indians. 
http://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/brazilian  
Brazilian Indians protest plan to “undo” land rights progress. 
http://www.survivalinternational.org/news/11300  
Poirier, Christian. “In Brazil, 2016 Announces New Conflicts and Challenges for the Amazon” 
January 7th 2016. http://amazonwatch.org/news/2016/0107-in-brazil-2016-announces-new-
conflicts-and-challenges-for-the-amazon  
Rigby, Claire. “We’re Going to Resist”: Brazil’s Indigenous Groups Fight to Keep Their Land in 
Face of   New Law. April 23rd 2015. 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/23/brazils-indigenous-groups-battle-land-
law-change 

Island of Eigg Trust website http://www.isleofeigg.net/ 
Sealaska Reports $12 Million in Net Income in 2015. 
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaskan-Native/Sealaska-Reports-12-Million-in-Net-
Income-in-2015/  
Afognak Native Corporation Recovers $3.665M of Cyber Fraud Funds. 
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaska-Business-Monthly/Alaska-Native-
Business/Afognak-Native-Corporation-Recovers-3665M-of-Cyber-Fraud-Funds/  
Calista Corporation shareholder dividends and awards: 
http://www.calistacorp.com/business/press_release/calista-shareholder-award-
recipients#.V3Gyq6KkxmM 
Information on the Small Business Administration 8(a) program at 
http://www.sba.gov/content/native-americans-0 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/israel-displace-palestinian-bedouins-151124153132838.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/11/israel-displace-palestinian-bedouins-151124153132838.html
http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/arp/ls/pubs/cp1969/cp1969-eng.asp
http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ai/arp/ls/pubs/cp1969/cp1969-eng.asp
http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/ldc/ccl/tra-eng.asp
http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/ldc/ccl/tra-eng.asp
http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/countries/bangladesh/document/actandordinances/CHT1990.htm
http://www.satp.org/satporgtp/countries/bangladesh/document/actandordinances/CHT1990.htm
http://unpo.org/article/19125
http://www.insightonconflict.org/2016/05/how-to-bring-peace-to-the-chittagong-hill-tracts/
http://unpo.org/article/19040
http://wagingnonviolence.org/2015/04/indigenous-protesters-camp-outside-brazils-congress-demand-land-rights/
http://wagingnonviolence.org/2015/04/indigenous-protesters-camp-outside-brazils-congress-demand-land-rights/
http://www.survivalinternational.org/tribes/brazilian
http://www.survivalinternational.org/news/11300
http://amazonwatch.org/news/2016/0107-in-brazil-2016-announces-new-conflicts-and-challenges-for-the-amazon
http://amazonwatch.org/news/2016/0107-in-brazil-2016-announces-new-conflicts-and-challenges-for-the-amazon
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/23/brazils-indigenous-groups-battle-land-law-change
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/apr/23/brazils-indigenous-groups-battle-land-law-change
http://www.isleofeigg.net/
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaskan-Native/Sealaska-Reports-12-Million-in-Net-Income-in-2015/
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaskan-Native/Sealaska-Reports-12-Million-in-Net-Income-in-2015/
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaska-Business-Monthly/Alaska-Native-Business/Afognak-Native-Corporation-Recovers-3665M-of-Cyber-Fraud-Funds/
http://www.akbizmag.com/Alaska-Business-Monthly/Alaska-Native-Business/Afognak-Native-Corporation-Recovers-3665M-of-Cyber-Fraud-Funds/
http://www.calistacorp.com/business/press_release/calista-shareholder-award-recipients#.V3Gyq6KkxmM
http://www.calistacorp.com/business/press_release/calista-shareholder-award-recipients#.V3Gyq6KkxmM
http://www.sba.gov/content/native-americans-0
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‘ANCSA at 30’ series of lectures at 
http://www.litsite.org/index.cfm?section=History-and-Culture&page=ANCSA-at-30 
DANSRD/UAF ANCSA Impact Series at http://ancsa.community.uaf.edu/ancsa-
impact-series-information/ 

 
 
 

Department of Alaska Native Studies & Rural Development Mission Statement 

 

“Our mission is to strengthen leadership capacity for rural and 

Indigenous communities in Alaska and the circumpolar North through 

degree programs that promote academic excellence, personal 

development, professional skills, global awareness, respect for 

Indigenous cultures and commitment to community. We seek to include a keen awareness of the scope, richness, and 

 variety of Alaska Native cultural heritages, and a series of critical perspectives on the historical and the contemporary 

 Indigenous experience for all our students.” 

 

 

http://www.litsite.org/index.cfm?section=History-and-Culture&page=ANCSA-at-30

