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Comparative Homeland Security
HSEM F406
3 Credits

Prerequisites: HSEM 301 or permission of instructor
Location: Bunnell 216

Meeting Time: Monday and Wednesday 3:30-5:00

Instructor Information

Instructor: Cameron Carlson

Office Location: Bunnell 222

Office Hours: Mon/Wed 2:00 - 3:00 pm & Tue/Thur 1:00 - 3:00 pm (or by appointment)
Work Telephone: (907) 474-6537

E-mail: cdcarlson@alaska.edu

Textbooks

Morag, Nadav. (2011). Comparative Homeland Security - Global Lessons. John Wiley & Sons

*Additional Reading: Case studies / handouts as assigned. Students are required to stay on top of
current events and debates by reading local and national newspaper, or the electronic editions of
The New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com), or The Washington Post
(http://www.washingtonpost.com). Other useful sites include cnn.com, emergencymgmt.com,
disasterrelief.org, fema.gov, and reliefweb.int.

Course Description

The purpose of this course is to help students develop an understanding of the homeland security
and counterterrorism methods utilized by other countries. To achieve this goal, the course will
examine several different countries and compare the policies and strategies they have developed
to protect their citizens from unique global threats. This course will help broaden student
understanding of homeland security in today’s global environment.

Course Goals

This course will cover various homeland security topics from a global perspective. Students will

understand the counterterrorism strategies and policies in place within various nations around the
world.

Student Learning OQutcomes

* Develop a basic understanding of counterterrorism situations and how different countries
respond to them.

* Understand the policies and strategies developed by various countries in their pursuit of
counterterrorism.



® To be able to compare counterterrorism methods utilized by other countries with those
established in the United States.

* Recognize the flaws and successes of these methods and identify how the United States
can learn from them.

Instructional Methods

Instructional methodologies, including lectures, case studies, small group activities, student
presentations and open and directed discussions, will be used to actively involve each student in
the learning process. When possible and practical, learning activities will be processed to include
not only "what" was learned, but the "so what" and "now what" in order to complete the learning
cycle. This course requires a computer with internet access, as we will be utilizing the
Discussion Board application within Blackboard. Additionally, students will need internet access
in order to conduct relevant research through the Homeland Security Digital Library
https://www.hsdl.org/. Lastly, students should ensure they have access to their UA email

accounts and a PowerPoint viewer.
Class Schedule

Week 1: 20-26 January

Class Introduction

Read:

-“Introduction” in the textbook

-National Strategy for Homeland Security 2007

-Defining Homeland Security: Analysis and Congressional Considerations 2013

In-Class Lecture: Introduction to Terrorism Typology, Targets, and Organizations (Video)

Week 2: 27 January- 2 February
Read Chapter 1 “Country Overview”
Assign Case Study #1

Discussion Board

Week 3: 3 — 9 February
Read Chapter 2 “Counterterrorism Strategies, Laws, and Institutions”

In-class activity: Canada, Germany, Israeli, Japan, UK Strategy Comparison
Country Overview Brief assigned

Week 4: 10-16 February
Read Chapter 3 “Law Enforcement Institutions and Strategies”
Assign Final Group Project

Week 5: 17-23 February
Read Chapter 4 “Integration and Counter-Radicalization”
Quiz #1 (Chapters 1-3)



Week 6: 24 February — 2 March
Read handouts on Intelligence Sharing
-Global Metropolitan Policing
-McGill Intel Share

Case Study #1 due

Week7: 3-9 March

Read Chapter 5 “The Role of the Military in Security and Support for Civil Authorities”
In-class activity (Country Overviews)

Week 8: 10-16 March

Read:

-Chapter 6 “Border Security and Immigration Policies”
-FRONTEX General Report 2008

Assign Case Study #2

In-class activity (Country Overviews)

Week 9: 17-23 March
Spring Break (No Classes)

Week 10: 24-30 March
Read handouts on Media Relations
-Terrorism and Media

-Violent Extremism, Media, and Communication
Quiz #2 (Chapters 4-6 and handouts)

Week 11: 31 March — 6 April
Read Chapter 7 “Security Policies”
In-class activity

Week 12: 7-13 April

Read Chapter 8 “Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Management”
In-class activity

Week 13: 14 — 20 April

Read:

- Chapter 9 “Public Health Strategies and Institutions”

- Australia National Plan for Human Influenza Pandemic

- London Resilience Pandemic Influenza Response Plan
Case Study # 2 due

Week 14: 21-27 April

Read handout/case study on Communication
-GTCF Fact Sheet

Quiz #3 (Chapters 7-9 and handouts)



Week 15: 28 April — 4 May
Presentations

Week 16: 5-9 May
Finals Week

Course Policies

Students are expected to remain up to date with the scheduled lesson plans on a weekly
basis. Students will be penalized for the late submission of class assignments or should they fall
behind by more than two weeks (outside of emergency or mutually agreed upon circumstances).
Each late assignment will be docked 10% for every day it is late. If you miss an exam, due to an
excused absence, you will have one week to schedule a make-up during the instructor’s office
hours. Additionally, each student is expected to attend class and participate in the classroom

debates. If you have more than 3 unexcused absences throughout the semester you will lose 10%
of your final grade.

Students are expected to observe academic honesty. Dishonest practices including giving or
receiving assistance in any manner or form during an examination, unauthorized possession of
exam questions, and plagiarism (willfully presenting another person’s writings, opinions or
thoughts as one’s own, without proper credit and documentation) will not be tolerated.
Violations of the UAF Student Code of Conduct will be referred to the appropriate authority for
possible disciplinary actions including removal of violator from this course.

Evaluation

Students will earn points through participation, quizzes, case study papers/presentations, and a

final project that will be completed in groups. Please note the following breakdown in
evaluation:

30% Case Study #1 and #2 Research Paper and Presentation (300 points): Each student will
conduct two case study analyses and develop papers and presentations based on a selected case
study from the list provided. The paper will consist of a double spaced, 4-5 page paper not

including the cover page. The presentation will be between 10-15 minutes in length and consist
of no more than 15 slides.

30% Tests (300 points): There will be 3 tests given throughout the semester. Each test will be
worth 100 points and have a combination of multiple choice, true/false, and essay questions.

10% Country Overview (100 Points): Each student will develop and deliver a country overview
brief based upon a security concern as discussed in class. The overview will be developed and
approved in consultation with the instructor. The presentation will be evaluated based upon the
content, creativity and the quality of the presentation. It is strongly encouraged that the
presentation be rehearsed thoroughly before delivery



10% Student led discussions, Small group activities (100 points): Student led discussions will be
assigned and conducted on a weekly basis. The discussions will focus on relevant and recent
homeland security and terrorism topics of concern. There will also be small group activities used
to supplement the discussions through the use of group/individual research and analysis.

20% Group Final Project (200 points): Groups (assigned in week 4) will develop a final group
project and presentation. The portfolio will be developed in consultation with the instructor, Tt
will consist of a paper (between 7 and 10 pages), and a presentation (between 15 and 25 minutes
in length). This project will be due during the week of April 28- May 4. More information will
be provided during week 4.

Please note the following breakdown in points:

° Case Studies and Presentations (2 case studies worth 150 each) — 300 points

® Tests (3 tests worth 100 points each) - 300 points

* Student led discussions and activities (10 assignments worth 10 points each) - 100 points
° Country Overview — 100 points

° Final Group Project — 200 points

° Total - 1000 points

A=90-100% (900-1000 points); B= 80-89% (800-899 points); C= 70-79% (700-799 points)
D= 60-69% (600-699 points); F= 59 % or less (599 points or less)

Support Services

Students are encouraged to utilize the UAF Writing Center in 801 Gruening (Phone # 474-53 14)
as needed to assist in the development and refinement of their written products. Students are also
encouraged to use the UAF Speaking Center for coaching and practice. The Center is located in
507 Gruening. Call 474-5470 for Speaking Center hours and to schedule an appointment. Please
contact me as required should you need to contact other subject matter support services relevant
to the development of your leadership or class projects/topics.

Disabilities Services

Students with learning or other disabilities who may need classroom accommodations are
encouraged to make an appointment with the Office of Disability Services (Phone # 474-7043).
Please inform me of your needs and if I need to meet with the Office of Disability Services to
provide the appropriate accommodations to assist you in meeting the goals of the course.



