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"The course as I teach it requires strong quantitative skills as well as analytical and writing skills, and is already taught at a level appropriate for a 400 level course, since it requires students to build on the knowledge they have already acquired in lower level biology courses (as well as chemistry and physics) to understand the physiological, physical and chemical basis of plant function. I inherited the course from another instructor who focused more on morphology than on physiology, and have been told that I am already teaching it at the 400 level.  Having the course become a capstone project course will require the students to demonstrate strong analytical skills in the development and completion of their independent projects.  My chair, Christa Mulder, agrees that it is appropriate to list it at the 400 level."
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