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Continuation of literacy and grammatical analysis of Central Yup’ik. Students will learn intermediate grammatical concepts
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This is the only new course being developed for the redesign of the Yup’ik Language and Culture B.A., and
there is sufficient staff to teach it, especially since old courses are being eliminated from the program. The
faculty will work more cohesively between the KuC and UAF campus as they work more closely with their
students in the program.

I No special library services required. There is a single published textbook.
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This course will allow all basic to intermediate Yup’ik grammar to be taught in a two-semester sequence.
Providing a two-semester grammar course allows students the gain and maintain their beginning Yup’ik literacy
skills for fi

A second-semester of basic to intermediate grammar will provide a coherent sequence of classes allowing
students to continue with more advanced Y up’ik courses, including composition, literature, translation, and other
| classes requiring increasingly advanced Yup’ik.
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Kuskokwim Campus
University of Alaska Fairbanks

ESK F131: Beginning Yup’ik Grammar IT (h)
Fall 2013
Prerequisite: ESK F130 or permission from instructor

Meets Core Language Requirement or humanities degree requirements

MWF 5:10 PM — 6:40 PM Kuskokwim Campus, Room 118

Instructors: Email: ofalexie@alaska.edu
Oscar Alexie / saalexie@alaska.edu
SophieAlexie Phone: (907) 543-4580
Kuskokwim Campus FAX: (907) 543-4527
PO Box 368 Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday
Bethel, AK 99559 2:00-3:30PM
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Course Description:

Continuation of literacy and grammatical analysis of Central Yup’ik. Students will learn
intermediate grammatical concepts and literacy skills, with consideration given to dialect
differences. Prerequisite: ESK F130.

Course Objectives and Learning Qutcomes:
By the end of the semester you will have studied the following: statements and yes/no questions

with one verb in the sentence, subjects and indefinite objects, the Yugtun equivalent of
prepositional phrases (“to the store”, “at the house™), forming plurals and duals, first and second
person possessor nouns (“my thing”, “your thing™), demonstrative pronouns and adverbs, and if
we get far enough, third person possessor nouns (“his or her thing”) and possessors (“the man’s
thing”, “the dog’s thing”, etc.). As well, we will cover formation of absolutive plural and dual
cases; terminalis case for ‘place to which’; localis case for ‘place at which’; and a preview of
content questions and the interrogative mood. Asking questions, and making commands and
suggestions are among the topics we will cover in the second semester, while the Yugtun
equivalent of various types of relative clauses and other ways for sentences to contain two or
more verbs will be covered in the three following semesters. Possessed absolutive case with first
and second person possessor; Preview of the optative mood; Vialis case; Equalis case; Overview
of demonstrative pronouns and adverbs and first group of these to be memorized.

Required Text

The text, 4 Practical Grammar of the Ceniral Alaskan Yup'ik Eskimo Language is available at
the KuC Bookstore for $33 paperback version; $42 hardback. The book is written to where it
covers all six semesters Yugtun.



Course Requirements

Attendance 30%
Participation 20%
Assignments 20%

End-of-Chapter Exams / Final 30%

Time Required

In addition to the 3 (3) hours of classes per week, you should plan to spend an additional six (6)
hours (more or less) working on the subject out of class. This is in accordance with the general
university policy that there should be two hours of work out of class for every hour spent in
class.

Class Attendance

UAF and KuC are committed to student success and academic integrity. You are expected to call
into classes regularly. The Yup’ik faculty expects that students are committed to academic
achievement. You are expected to adhere to the class attendance policies set by your instructors.
I am proposing to adopt the following attendance policy passed by the Senate Academic Affairs
Committee and Admin Committee:

General Absences. If you miss class, you are responsible for conferring with your instructor as
soon as possible concerning your absence, and to discuss the possibilities for arranging
alternative learning opportunities. Note that some departments drop students who miss the first
day of class and who fail to obtain their instructor’s prior approval for the absence.

In this language class, you are given three unexcused absences. Beyond these absences, each
unexcused absence will be counted one (1) percentage point off your semester grade.
Example: If you have a semester grade of 83 (a ‘B’ grade) and you’ve missed 17 days. I
would take 14 points off (not including the three accepted unexcused absences) which
brings the grade to 69 (a ‘D+’ grade).

UAF Sanctioned Absences. If you are scheduled to miss class for an academic requirement or to
represent UAF/KuC in an official capacity (e.g. NCAA athletic competition, music ensemble
performances), you must notify your instructor in writing by the first Wednesday of the semester
in which the absence will occur. The notification should list all scheduled absences, and bear the
signature of a UAF/KuC school official. Instructors are encouraged to make reasonable
accommodations for students who miss class to participate in these official UAF-/KuC-
recognized activities. However, it is your responsibility to follow-up the notification of absence
by discussing alternative learning opportunities with your instructors before the end of the
drop/add period (typically the second Friday of the semester).

I strongly urge you to attend all classes and take notes. I will be taking roll throughout the
duration of the course, and your missed classes will lower your grade. Come to class on time.
And since this course requires oral exercises of words, sentences, and phrases Yugtun, please



reserve eating and gum-chewing either before or afier class. You may bring bottled water with
you if you choose.

Tests and Grading
Though [ stress attendance, participation in class, and homework are important, I will determine

your grades mostly on the basis of test scores. You will have six one-hour tests over the course

of the semester. Each test will cover both material you’ve studied between that test and the one

previous.

GRADING SCALE
97-100 A+ 80-82 B- 63-66 D
93-96 A 77-79 C+ 60-62 D-
90-92 A- 73-76 C 0-59 F
87-89 B+ 70-72 C-
83-86 B 6769 D+

Disability Accommodation

Any student with a disability who requires accommodations must contact the instructor. The
disability must be documented by the YKHC Public Health Services at the Hospital. Course
materials may be requested in alternative formats to accommodate students’ needs if necessary.

Course policies

Daily attendance and participation is expected. Points are earned for students who come on time,
stay for the entire class time period, and participate meaningfully.

Assignments are due on the date announced.

Optional assignments: If you feel you can meet the objectives of a particular assignment by
presenting the work in a different way, let me know.-I am open to alternative assignments. You
can present the alternative assignment, and if I feel it meets the goals of the original assignment,
we will create a contract.

Taking a Test Late

You must take each test on the day and at the time at which your instructor has scheduled. If you
must take a test late (due to illness, doctor’s appointment, etc.), then you must make
arrangements with the instructor at least one hour before the scheduled time. If you fail to make
such arrangements with the instructor beforehand (except in the case of an actual emergency),
the result will be that I lower your grade by ten (10) points for each day from the time the
scheduled test was taken.

FINAL EXAM DATE
10:15 — 12:15, Wednesday, December 14, 2013. This will count as two ordinary tests.



Oral Practice

Non-speakers and limited speakers of Yup’ik will likely wish for more oral practice. Practice in
speaking, hearing, and understanding Yugtun other than this course, with its time limitations and
students from several different backgrounds and with different needs, can provide. If you want to
gain conversational ability Yugtun I strongly urge you to seek opportunities for live practice with
Yugtun speakers, and/or use the CDs and booklet packages, Yup’'ik Phrase and Conversation
Lessons, and Qaneryaurci Yup'igtun.

Optional texts available at the instructors’ office in the main building of KuC Campus:

Akaguagaankaaq - BABEC L. McGill
Akiugnerit Ciuliamta - BABEC Collected by Sue Henry translated by S. Shield

Ciugqliit Kalikat Naagerkanka - BABEC Edited by S. Shield, O. Alexie

Iksengagqellriik - BABEC E. Worm, written by S. Shield
Pingayuat Kalikat Naagerkanka - BABEC Edited by S. Shield, O. Alexie
Qulirat Ellarpiim Iluanek - BABEC selected by I. Benton, Translated by S. Shield

Tungliat Kalikat Naagerkanka - BABEC Edited by S. Shield, O. Alexie

Yup'ik Lore - Edited by Ed Tennant, J. Berlin, G. Andrew

DATE Topics Assignment
Week | Introduction to the Yugtun Language Read pp. vii-xi Jacobson
One Yup’ik phonology and orthography Exercise 1-1, page 4
Gemination Jacobson
Introduction to Vowels Exercise 1-2, page 4
Automatic devoicing of Consonants Jacobson
Rhythmic Lengthening Exercise 1-3, page 6
Jacobson
Exercise 1-4, 1-5, 1-6, and
1-7 pages 7,8, 9 Jacobson
Week | Automatic Gemination Exercise 1-8, page 11
Two Double vowel lengthening with automatic gemination Jacobson
Automatic gemination due to retention of ‘hatted e’ Read Jacobson, pp. 10-13
Enclitics
Hyphen with English Words
Week | Introduction to Chapter 2 Exercise 2-1, 2-2, 2-3
Three | Types of Yup’ik words and suffixes Jacobson
Verbs and their combining forms; verb endings
Introduction to chapter 2 vocabulary
Verb citation forms vs. verb bases
Dual and plural forms
Week | Velar dropping Exercise 2-5, 2-5, 2-6, 2-7,
Four Yes/No questions 28 Jacobson
Postbases @~+yug- , -liru-, -nrite-, and @~+yuumiite- End of Chapter Exercises
Jacobson, p. 27
Week | End of Chapter Exercises Review for Chapter 1 and
Five Chapter 1 and 2 Test 2 Test
Week | Intro to Chapter 3 Exercise 3-1, 3-2, 3-3,3-4
Six Vocabulary Jacobson
Noun citation vs. base forms
Nouns as subjects of verbs
Appositives
Word order




Indefinite objects of verbs

Week | Ablative modalis of place from which Exercises 3-5 and 3-6
Seven | Postbase -li-, -nggerr-, :(ng)ite- Jacobson
Week | Dropping of hatted ‘e’ Exercises 3-7 and 3-8
8 Lexicalization Jacobson
Week | Summary of Chapter End of Chapter Exercises
9 Chapter 3 Test p. 40 Jacobson
Week | Introduction to Chapter 4 Exercises 4-1 and 4-2
10 Vocabulary Jacobson

Weak initial E
Week | Absolutive plural and dual for nouns Exercises 4-3 and 4-4
11 The enclitic =llu

Terminals ~%mun and ~%nun

Localis ~%mi and ~%ni
Week | Postbases -rpak, -cuar(ar*)- Exercise 4-5, Jacobson
12
Week | Postbases -piaq and +miu Exercise 4-6 A and B
13 Preview of content questions and the interrogative mood Jacobson
Week | Postbases -piaq and +miu Exercise 4-6 C and D
14 Preview of content questions and the interrogative mood Jacobson
Week | Summary of Chapter End of Chapter Exercises
15 Chapter 4 Test pp- 52-53




