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FORMAT 1 

Submit original with signatures + 1 copy+ electronic copy to Faculty Senate (BolC 7500). 
See http:llwww.uaf.edu/uafgovlfaculty·senatelcurriculumlcourse·degree-procedures-/ for a complete description of the 

rules governing curriculum & course changes. 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Department 

Prepared by 

Email Contact 

TRIAL COURSE OR NEW COURSE PROPOSAL 

r-------------------------~ 
JOURNALISM College/School 
~~~~~~~~----------~ 

Brian O'Donoghue Phone 
~~~~~~~~~--------~ 

bpodonoghue@alaska.edu Faculty Contact 
~~-----=----------------~ 

1. ACTION DESIRED 
Trial Course New Course 

(CHECK ONE): 

CLA 

474-1761 

474-6247 

2. COURSE IDENTIFICATION: ...__.J_RN _ __.l Course# 1.._..;3....;..02..;,.__...~1 No. of Credits ._I __ J _ _, 

Justify u.pper/lower division 
status & number of credits: 

Builds on skills and knowledge developed in JRN 202 News 
Writing for the Media. Three credits is appropriate for the workload 
and lecture schedule. 

3. PROPOSED COURSE TITLE: I Reporting 

~E~;Nt;; CROSS LISTED? ··1 No If yes, Dept: I Course # L~....,.---..J 
(Requires approval of both departments and deans involved. Add lines at end of form for such signatures.) 

5. To be STACKED? No If yes, Dept., Course # ~.-----. 
YES/NO . . 

Spring 

Fall, Spring, Summer (Every, or Even-numbered Years, or Odd-numbered Years)- or As 
Demand Warrants 

7. SEMESTER & YEAR OF FIRST OFFERING (A Y2011·12 
if approved by 3/1/2012; otherwise AY2012-13) 

8. COURSE FORMAT: 

AY2012·13 

NOTE: Course hours may not be compressed into fewer than three days per credit. Any course compressed into fewer than six weeks 
must be approved by the college or school's curriculum council. Furthermore, any core course compressed to Jess than six weeks 
must be approvl?d by the core review comminee. 

COURSEFORMAT: 01 D 
(check all that apply) DOD fXl6 weeks to full 

L.Jemester 

OTHER FORMAT (specify) 

Mode of delivery (specify 
lecture, field trips, labs, etc) 

Lecture. 

9. CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: IJlLECTURE rolLAB D PRACTICUM 
L_j hours/weeks L.J hours /week hours /week 

Note:# of credits are based on contact hours. 800 minutes of lecture=l credit. 2400 minutes of Jab in a sciencecourse=l credit. 
1600 minutes in non-science lab=l credit. 2400-4800 minutes of practicum=l credit. 2400-8000 minutes of internship=l credit 
This must match with the syllabus. See hllp://www.uaf.edu/uafgov/f,lculty-senale/curriculumlcours~.;-degrre-procedures-/guidelines­
for-computing-/ for more information on number of credits. 

OTHER HOURS (specify type) 

10. COMPLETE CATALOG DESCRIPTION including dept., number, title, credits, credit distribution, cross-listings and/or 
stackin_gj50 words or less if possible): 

JRN F302 W Reporting 
3 Credits Offered Spring 
News reporting basics: Covering beats, including police, sports, local government, 
science and the military. Cultivating sources, interviewing and reporting through public 
records. Working with numbers. Segments.on-R.r.int,videa-and-online-reportirrg-
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methods and style conventions. Prerequisites: JRN 101, JRN 202, JRN 251, or 
instructor's permission. (3+0) 

11. COVRSB CLASSIFICATIONS: Undergraduate courses only. Consult with CLA Curriculum 
Council to apply S or H classification appropriately; otherwise leave fields blank. 

H = Humanities I I S = Social Sciences I I 

Will this course be used to fulfill a requirement __ I YES: x NO: I 
for the baccalaureate core? If YES, attach form. 

- - - ------ -- ·----··----··----·--------- --· - ------------------ -· -· .__ _ _.... __ ....._ __ _,__ _ __, 
IF YES, check which core requirements it could be used to fulfill: 

I o = Oral Intensive, I I W = Writing Intensive, D Natural Science, ("X" D 
_ Format 6 Format 7 X for Core) Format 8 
~-----~~~~~-~ 

12. COURSB RBPBATABILITY: 
Is this course repeatable for 
credit? 

: Justificatio~~-~~di~;lte-~h;ihe course can be repeated (for 
: example, the course follows a different theme each time). 

r How many times may the course be repeated for 
I - - ----- -- - - -
j If the course can be repeated for credit, what 

NO~ 

credit? 

is the maximum 
this course? 

I 
number of credit hours that may be earned for 
If the course can be repeated with variable cr 

l ~~~~_Eu~~-r of credit h~~l:'-~- ~.!:<:'-.~ __ lllay -~~ -~;~~~£~h:~i!s~~~-;~~---·--U 

TIMES 

CREDITS 

CRBDITS 

13. GRADING SYSTEM: Specify only one. Note: Later changing the grading system for a 
course constitutes a Major course Change. 

c~E~~~~:-~C!:J PASS/PAIL: CJ 
~S~~~CTI~~~-E~-~OLLMB~NT~~(~_·f~a~n~y~)~--------------~--------------~--~----------~ 
!14 . PRBRBOUISITBS JRN 101, JRN 202, JRN 251, or instructor's permission 

-- -·-- -·-------L-,---------,,....------~,....-~-....,....---~:--:-----:---------1 
These will be required before the student is allowed to enroll in the course. 

i .is.- SPBCIAL .R:isxR:icrioNs, 
. CONDITIONS 

16. PROP~~Ti~~"-~!!~~~8.~1! - I $50 L -
Has a memo been submitted through your dean to the Provost for fee 
<:'-pproval? Ye~~~ __ 

17. PRBVIOUS HISTORY 
·-·- ·-··----·-· ·~·-- -- ---- -- . 

Has the course been offered as special topics or trial course 
previously? 
Yes/No 

If yes, give semester, year, course #, etc.: 

18. BSTIMATBD IMPACT 

-~YES 

WHAT IMPACT, IF ANY, WILL THIS HAVE ON BUDGET, FACILITIES/SPACE, FACULTY, ETC. 

Journalism's current facilities and equipment are sufficient to support the class. Faculty has the 
necessary expertise. 

19. LIBRARY COLLECTIONS 
Have you contacted the library collection development officer (kljensen®alaska.edu, 
474-6695) with regard to the adequacy of library/media collections, equipment, and 
services available for the proposed course? If so, give date of 
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contact and resolution. If not, explain wh not. 
No ~Yes c===J ~C~u~rr~e~n~t~lib~r~a-ry_r_e-so_u_r_c_es_a_r_e_s-uf_fi_rc-ie_n_t.--------------------------~ 

20. IMPACTS ON PROGRAMS/DEPTS 
What programs/departments will be affected by this proposed action? 
Include information on the Programs/Departments contacted (e.g., email, memo) 

No other department should be directly affected. 

21. POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE IMPACTS 
Please specify positive and negative impacts on other courses, programs and departments resulting from the 
proposed action. 

The proposed class is a part of a long-considered shift in the department's curriculum away from 
specialty tracks, such as photojournalism and broadcast, toward an expanded set of required courses for 
all UAF Journalism majors. Reporting is designed to give all department majors a taste of reporting 
through a range of media early in their academic careers. 

Positive outcomes: Writing demands are less rigorous in the technical class sequences associated with J­
major concentrations in photojournalism and broadcast. The major's proposed two-semester sequence 
JRN 202 News Writing for the Media and JRN 302 W Reporting should ensure all UAF Journalism 
majors receive a better foundation in the writing skills valued throughout media. Likewise, the broader 
reporting skill set cultivated through Reporting and other courses in the proposed single curriculum 
should enhance job prospects for all UAF J-majors. Faculty resources will be utilized more fully through 
classes consolidated under the major's course progression. 

Possible negatives: A third or more of our majors pass through the current photojournalism 
concentration track. We may lose photo-oriented students to UAF's new BFA in photography and to 
programs outside the institution. 

JUSTIFICATION FOR ACTION REQUESTED 
The purpose of the department and campus-wide curriculum committees is to scrutinize course change and new 
course applications to make sure that the quality of UAF education is not lowered as a result of the proposed 
change. Please address this in your response. This section needs to be self-explanatory. Use as much space as 
needed to fully justify the proposed course. 

Under our current curriculum, UAF Journalism majors take a core set of six classes and receive 
specialized training in one of four areas: news-editorial (print), broadcast, photojournalism or new media. 
This traditional approach reDected the divisions long separating conventional print and broadcast media. 
Expectations differ in newsrooms today. Journalists now commonly serve an array of media consumers, 
filing print, video and online reports for most news stories. 

JRN 302 W Reporting both covers fundamentals- provides students with valuable experience covering 
beats, developing sources and meeting deadlines- as well as fostering versatility demanded by employers. 
A progression of learning modules instructs students in medium-specific methods and style considerations 
as they report and presenting news for a range of media. 

Course content is writing intensive throughout, requiring weekly reports, a longer enterprise story 
involving a draft and rewrites, as well as short essay quizzes on the reading. Writing skills wiD be assessed 
in a ungraded opening class exercise and coached through individual conferences discussing progress on 
the student1s enterprise story rewrites. Scores earned on writing assignments make up a majority of the 
final grade formula. 



APPROVALS: Add additional signature lines as needed. 

~------~------~~--~------------------------~ 
Signature of Provost (i f applicable) 

Date 

.3/rq r 2-
9/12/2011 

Offerings above the level of approved programs must be approved in advance by the Provost. 

All SIGNATURES MUST BE OBTAINED PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO THE GOVERNANCE OFFICE 

Signature, Chair 
Faculty Senate Review Committee: _Curriculum Review _GAAC 

_ Core Review _SADAC 

ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES: (As needed for cross-listing and/or stacking) 

Signature, Chair, Program/Department of: 

Signature, Chair, College/School Curriculum Council for: 

Signature, Dean, College/School of: 



UNIVERSITY Of ALASI(A 

FAIRBANI<S 
Department of Journalism 

101 Bunnell, P.O. Box 756120, Fairbanks. Alaska 99775·6120. (907) 474·7761 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM : 

~ 
15March 20 12 .... J{r~~~ 
Susan Henrichs, Provost 7Jtt:J:fo'-' j1~ , . 

· "t~D L._--. 

Brian O'Donoghue, Journalism Dept Chai r ? 

DATE: 

TO: 

RE: 

~lH-}~nterim Dean CLA 

~~f(?U~ Or((7 -; J--
course Fee for JRN 302: Reporting 

T HRU: 

New course for Fa112012 

We are requesting approval for a $50.00 lab fee for JRN F302 Reporting. This 
course will heavil y utilize the j ournalism lab for both routine writing assignments 
and video editing work. Students will also be able to check out and use the 
departments' video cameras and sound equipment. The fee helps to offset the 
ongoing costs of maintaining and repairing the equipment , as we ll as replacing 
small items that break over time with heavy use such as the SO cards. 



.______:.:£~ JRN 302 w Reporting syllabus 

Tuesday-Thursday 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. 
Bunnell126 

Instructor: 
Brian Patrick O'Donoghue 
Associate professor, journalism 
Office 101 Bunnell 
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 2-3:30 p.m. & by appointment 
474-6247 
bpodonoghue@alaska.edu 

revised 6/12,2012 

Course Description: News reporting basics: Covering beats, including police, sports, local 
government, science and the military. Cultivating sources, interviewing and reporting 
through public records. Working with numbers. Segments on print, video and online 

reporting methods and style conventions. (3+0) 3 credits 

Prerequisites: JRN 101, JRN 202, JRN 251, or instructor's 
permission. 

Student learning objectives: Students will be able to recognize and 
report news on deadline. Students learn to cultivate sources while 

working a beat. Students are introduced to medium-specific reporting methods through 
learning modules exploring print, broadcast and online storytelling. 

Required texts: 
"Telling The Story: The convergence of print, broadcast and online media," Fourth Edition, 
The Missouri Group, Bedford/St. Martin's Press 
"The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual," 2011 or more recent edition preferred 

Other reading: Selections from "The Digital journalist Handbook," by Mark. S. Luckie, 
"journalism Next," by Mark Briggs, additional handouts as assigned. 

Instruction methods: Class sessions open with lectures and/or a quiz. The second half of 
most classes is devoted to a writing exercise, hands-on demonstrations in media reporting 
techniques or digital editing lab work. 

Assignments: Students file weekly reports-­
short news stories-- covering assigned beats. 
Most of these are submitted as written documents conforming to The 
Associated Press Style guidelines. At least one, and no more than 
three, beat reports wil l take the form of a professionally scripted video 
package. 
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