
FORMAT 1
Submitoriginal with signatures + 1 copy +electroniccopy to Faculty Senate (Box 7500).

See http://www.uaf.edu/uafpov/facultv-senate/curriculum/caurse-depree-procedures-/ for a complete description of the
rules governing curriculum &course changes.

TRIAL COURSE OR NEW COURSE PROPOSAL

SUBMITTED BY:

Department

Prepared by

Email Contact

Geology & Geophysics College/School

Phone

Faculty Contact

CNSM

Sarah Fowell 474-7810

sjfowell@alaska.edu Sarah Fowell

/. ACTION DESIRED

(CHECK ONE):

2. COURSE IDENTIFICATION:

Trial Course

Dept GEOS

New Course

Course * 485 No. of Credits

Justify upper/lower division
status & number of credits:

3. PROPOSED COURSE TITLE:

4. To be CROSS LISTED?

YES/NO

This courseis an interdisciplinary, upper-division courseTor (he proposedPaleontology
Option in Geological Sciences.Prerequisites include300-and 400-levelcourses in geology
and paleontology, or current enrollment. Students will meet with instructors Tor 3
hours/week for lectures and discussion.

Mass Extinctions, Ncocatastrophism and the History of Life

No Ifyes, Dept: Course *

(Requires approval of both departments anddeans involved. Add lines atend of form for suchsignatures.)

5. To be STACKED?

YES/NO

6. FREQUENCY OF OFFERING:

No If yes, Dept. Course #

Spring, Odd-numbered years

Fall, Spring, Summer (Every, or Even-numbered Years, or Odd-numbered Years) — or As
Demand Warrants

7. SEMESTER & YEAR OF FIRST OFFERING (AY2011 -12
if approved by 3/1/2012; otherwise AY2012-13)

Spring AY2012-2013 TJECEiyED
SEP 2 6 2011

8. COURSE FORMAT:
NOTE: Course hours may not be compressed into fewer than three days per credit. Any course compressed into fewer thaQftSUtf&GfftcS
must be approved by the college or school's curriculum council. Furthermore, any core course compresserX(6Os^tW'nMtUf{04Mgnf>fl o m-u,
must be approved by the core review committee. * IW3irl6IJl8t!cS

COURSE FORMAT:
(check all that apply)

OTHER FORMAT(specify)

Mode of delivery (specify
lecture, field trips, labs, etc)

Lecture and discussion

9. CONTACT HOURS PER WEEK: LECTURE

hours/weeks

Note: S of credits are based on contact hours. 800 minutes of lecture=1 credit. 2400 minutes of lab in a science course=1 credit
1600minutes in non-science lab=1 credit. 2400-4800 minutes of practicum=1 credit. 2400-8000 minutesof inlernship=1 credit.
This must match with the syllabus.See htip://www.iiaf.ncli)/iMfRov/faruliy-spnaie/currirtilum/coLirso-(loBrep.prorpclures-/jiiiidplinp!i-
for-romputing-/ for more information on number of credits.

OTHER HOURS (specifytype) |

LAB

hours /week

6 weeks to full
semester

PRACTICUM

hours /week

10.COMPLETE CATALOG DESCRIPTION including dept, number, title,credits, creditdistribution, cross-listings and/or
stacking (50 words orless ifpossible):

GEOS 485 Mass Extinctions, Ncocatastrophism and the History of Life
3 Credits Offered Spring Odd-numbered Years

In-depth analysisof the literature regardingmass extinction, focusing on evidencefor catastrophesand impact on the
uniformitarian paradigm. Effects of mass extinctions on the evolutionary history of extant and fossil animals and
plants will be explored through readings from the classicand current literature In paleontology. The course will
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