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ATTACH COMPLETE SYLLABUS (as part of this application).

Note: The guidelines are online: http://www.naf.edu/uafgov/faculty/cd/syllabus.html

The department and campus wide curriculum committees will review the syllabus to
ensure that each of the items listed below are included. If items are missing or
unclear, the proposed course change will be denied.

SYLLABUS CHECELIST FOR ALL UAF COURSES

During the first week of class, instructors will distribute a course syllabus.
Although modifications may be made throughout the semester, this document will
contain the following information (as applicable to the discipline):

1. Course information:

Uritle, U number, Wcredits, Uprerequisites, U location, U meeting time
(make sure that contact hours are in line with credits) .

2. Tnstructor (and if applicable, Teaching Assistant) information:

O wame, I} office location, O office hours, d telephone, U email
address.

3. Course readings/materials:
J course textbook title, W author, ad edition/publisher.

(1 supplementary readings (indicate whether O required or O
recommended) and

a any-supplies-—required:
4. Course description:
U content of the course and hcow it fits into the broader curriculum;
O Expected proficiencies required to undertake the course, if applicable.
[} Inclusion of catalog description is strongly recommended, and
[ pescription in syllabus must be consistent with catalog course
description.
5. [ course Goals (general), and (see #6)

6. ] Student Learning Outcomes (more specific)
7. Instructional methods:

(] pescribe the teaching techniques {eg: lecture, case study, small group
digcusegion, private instruction, studic instruction, wvalues clarification,
games, journal writing, use of Blackboard, audio/video conferencing, etc.).

8. Course calendar:
0 A schedule of class topics and assignments must be included. Be specific
so that it is clear that the instructor has thought this through and will
not be making it up on the fly {(e.g. it is not adequate to say “lab”.
Instead, give each lab a title that describes its content). You may call
the outline Tentative or Work in Progress to allow for modifications during
the semester.
9. Course policies:
U specify course rules, including your policies on attendance, tardiness,
class participation, make-up exams, and plagiarism/academic integrity.
10. Evaluation:
d Specify how students will be evaluated, [ what factors will be
included, O their relative value, and
O how they will be tabulated intoc grades {on a curve, absolute scores,
etc.)
11. Support Services:

U pescribe the student support services such as tutoring (local and/or
regional) appropriate for the course.

12. Disabilities Services:
The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and
course materials.

[} state that vou will work with the Office of Disabilities Services (208
WHIT, 474-5655) to provide reasonable accommedaticn to students with
disabilities.”



English 4385 Terry Reilly, Instructor

Authors Office: Gruening 844
Thomas Pynchon Office hours: TR 12:00-200
Fall 2011 Tel: 474-5180

3 credits tireilly(@alaska.edu

Gruening 31¢ TR 2:00-3:30
Prerequisites: English 211X or 213X
or permission of the instructor

Course description:

This lecture- and discussion-based course will be an in-depth study of the works of
Thomas Pynchon. We will be reading most of Pynchon’s works, as well as significant
commentary and criticism relating to his novels and short stories. The overall course goal
1§ to acquire an understanding of the works of one of the major Amerlcan authors of the

~late twentieth--and early twenty=first centuries.

Qutcomes:

By the end of the course students will have read the significant works of Thomas
Pynchon. Their writing portfolio (See ‘Evaluation’) requires that they produce thirty
pages of writing on the author: Pynchon is an intellectually demanding writer; this
requirement ensures substantial research and thought on the writer and works. A
successful student will have gained in skill and confidence in produciag high-quality,
well-researched interpretive discussions on a major literary figure.

Primary texts (all by Thomas Pynchon):
Required

Slow Learner

V.

The Crying of Lot 49
Gravity’s Rainbow
Vineland '
Mason & Dixon
Against the Day
Inherent Vice

Secondary Texts:
Recommended but not required

Berressem, Hanjo. Pynchon’s Poetics. Chicago: University of llinois Press, 1998.

Grant, I. Kerry. A4 Companion to V. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 2001.

Grant, J. Kerry. 4 Companion to The Crying of Lot 49. Athens, Georgia: University of
Georgia Press, 1994,

Weisenberger, Steven. 4 Gravily's Rainbow Companion. Athens, Georgia: University of
(Georgia Press, 1988.
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Selections from the journal Pynchon Netes.
Selections from various websites and the pynchon-1 list.

Calendar:
Week !
Slow Learner

Week 2
The Crying of Lot 49

Week 3
Vinelarnd

Week 4

Vineland Begin Inherent Vice, Date for submission of ten-page paper (See Evalaation)_
Those planmng to use the other options (ore 20-page + one ten-page or one 30-page)
must schedule a conference with me

Week 5
Inherent Vice

Week 6
Gravity s Rainbow

Week 7
Gravity’s Rainbow

Week 8
Gravity’s Rainbow

Week 9

Mason & Dixon, Date for submission of 2™ ten-page paper or twenty-page paper (See
Evaluatien). Those planning 1o write one thirty-page paper must schedule a conference
with me

Week 10
Mason & Dixon

Week 11
Mason & Dixon Draft due for those writing a 30-page paper

Week 12
Against the Day

Week 13
Against the Day



Week 14
Against the Day, Writing Portfolio due at end of final lass session (See Evaluation)

The last day of class is December 12. Presentations will take place during the exam period.
(Note to reviewers: This course has twice been taught as a Special Topics course and

each time enrolled 8-10 students. These presentations can thus fit into the 2-hr period (if
enrollment is higher, we will find a second period for these presentations).

Course policies:

1) Come to class and don’t be late. This is a seminar, and I expect those enrolled to
attend regularly. Please notify me when you will be absent. Should you miss
more than two class periods, I will need to meet with you to ascertain the reason.
This course can only succeed if all attend and all contribute. Students missing

~ more than four_class periods will receive 4 failing erade for Engilish430. ——~

2) Read the texts. Make sure that you have read the assighment before the class
session. 1 will distribute reading assignments for the longer works at the
appropriate time.

3) Discuss the texts. For the class to work as a seminar you will need to contribute
to the discussion. I am not here to lecture to you; I am here to facilitate the
discussion.

4y Don’t plagiarize or you will fail the course. Please refer to the “Student Code of
Conduct” on pp.49-50 of the 2010-11 UAF Catalog.

Evaluation:

Class attendance and participation 25%
Class presentation{s)+ 25%
Portfolio* 50%

+ I will provide a separate assignment sheet detailing the oral presentation. I will expect
a-ten-minute talk on an aspect of Pynchon’s writing. By that point you will have read the
full body of the author’s work; the larger theme you choose to explore will thus develop
out of this knowledge. The topic will need to be approved and should be subsiantially
different from the focus of the writien work. You will need to provide me with an outline
and a list of primary and secondary sources used for the presentation the day you deliver
your falk.

*The portfolio consists of a minimum of 30 pages of critical writing in articles, notes or
commentary of varying length. This could take shape as, for example, three ten (10) page
papers, a twenty (20) page paper and a ten (10) page paper, or a single thirty (30) page
paper. 1will meet individually with you early in the semester to discuss likely writing
options with you. I will spend class time early on discussing the writing options, provide
assignment sheets indicating the scope needed for the paper or papers, and detailing the
expectations [ have for writing at the 460-level.

Grading System—UAF Definition



A An honor grade, indicates originaliet and independent work, a thorough mastery
of the subject, and the satisfactory completeion of more work than is regularly required.
B Outstanding ability above the average level of performance.

C A satisfactory or average level of performance.

D Lowest passing grade; work of below average quality and performance.

F Failure to meet the lowest standrards.

Support services:

1) Use the Writing Center, 801 Gruening, 474-5314. Discussing your writing with a
tutor as part of your writing process will lead to a stronger, better thought-out
final product.

2) Sign up for the pynchon-1 list serv

3) The Pynchon Hot Line1s474-5180.. . _ .. _ . . .. .. .. .o .. R
4) Students with disabilities are welcomed. [ will work with the Gffice of Disability

Services (208 WHIT, 474-5655) to provide reasonable accommodation to

students with a disability.





