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Tribal Court Codes

Tribal Court codes are important for the function of the tribal court. The codes can
provide details for tribal government structures and procedures, outline the laws
that the tribal government will enforce, requlate activities in the village, provide for
a smooth flow of government and continuity between administrations, and will
promote respect from other governments and institutions. Perhaps most
importantly, tribal court codes can protect the Native cultural activities and
traditions specific to the Tribe. Though developing a written code may seem like a

daunting task, there are helpful resources available.

Drafting Codes

When your Tribe decides to draft tribal court codes, it may be helpful to use
discussion items to get started. A list of sample discussion items to start the

conversation can be found under "Resources.”

Tribal Codes can cover a diverse range of subject areas. For example, a Tribe can
develop codes regarding tribal government structures and procedures, law and
order, domestic relations, health and safety, land management, natural and cultural

resources, and tribal business operations. The Tribe would then further develop law
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RESOURCES

FLOWCHART: WHAT LAW APPLIES?

i
SAMPLE ALCOHOL CONTROL CODE & SEARCH WARRANT &
SAMPLE DISCUSSION ITEMS FOR JUDICIAL CODE &,

TANAMNA CHIEFS CONFERENCE TRIBAL COURT MATERIALS &

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE TRIBAL GOVERNMENT _
MATERIALS

TRIBAL CONSTITUTIONS & CODES (UAF POWERPOINT

PRESENTATION) 1

F



< & @ https//alaskatribes.org/jurisdiction/

RESOURCES

Jurisdiction

TRIBAL JURISDICTION IN ALASKA

Before a tribal court takes a case, it must first determine whether it has jurisdiction
over the matter. If there is no jurisdiction, the court cannot take the case and the

case must be heard in state or federal court.

Jurisdiction = tribal authority over the type of case and the people involved.

TYPE OF CASE

Tribes have inherent tribal sovereignty to hear cases affecting their citizens and

ability to self-govern. See: John v. Baker.

All Alaska Tribes have constitutions and/or codes that describe the scope of their
judicial authority. Some are broad, and cover any type of case affecting the Tribe or

tribal citizens. Some only cover certain kinds of cases.

The State of Alaska and Alaska Tribes have overlapping authority to hear cases
involving tribal children, other family law issues, domestic violence, other civil

issues, and certain offenses.







Corrections, Requests for Additional
Information, Suggestions

Pearl Pickett
ppickett@alsc-law.org

Sarah Carver

scarver@alsc-law.orq
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