
Barrow Science
Cody R. Johnson
Polar Field Services

2012 Toolik Science Vision Workshop



Overall CPS Alaska 2011
• Of 157 CPS-supported projects, 83 in Alaska (53%)
• Of 83 projects in Alaska, 33 in Barrow area (40%)
• Of 83 projects in Alaska, 33 in Toolik area (40%)
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NARL
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Barrow as a Research Hub

• NARL has capacity for 32 NSF 
researchers (64 NSF + non-NSF 
projects)

• Researchers in Barrow year-round

• Three ‘peaks’ in researchers using 
Barrow as base of operations

• January 

• Mid-March – mid April

• Late May – end of August

• Large range of research disciplines

• Tundra (terrestrial & aquatic)

• near-shore

• off-shore

• sea ice

• social science
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BARROW LAB FACILITIES
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BARC Lab Facilities
• High Speed Internet*
• Snorkel Hoods
• Refrigerators/Freezers

• Household fridge & freezer in each lab
• 3 walk-in fridge/freezers
• -80 freezer

•DI Water
• Fume Hoods
• Drying Oven
• Double & Single Basin Sinks
• Autoclave
• 120 V and 220 V Outlets
• Muffle furnace
• Pass throughs for cabled 
instrumentation on the roof
• Rad Lab**
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BARROW SERVICES
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Equipment Available
• Trucks

• Snowmachines + Sleds

• ATVs + Trailers

• Boats & Outboards
• Zodiacs 

• 16’ Aluminum John Boat

• VHF & UHF Radios

•Generators

• Augers

• Workshop with tools

• Safety gear (pfds, cold weather 
gear, etc.)
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Services Available

• Bear Guards

• Permitting

• Airport Pick up and Drop Off

• Shipping and Receiving

• Facilitate Meetings with 
Community

• Temporary Labor

• Liaison work with native 
communities
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BARROW CHALLENGES
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Challenges
• Competing with community and  
industry for resources
• Not on the road system
• Access to airstrip regulated by the 
TSA
• Operating within a large Alaska 
community

• Need to be very sensitive to local 
culture
• Potential for theft or vandalism at 
sites

• Endangered species
• Theft
• Few recreational opportunities for 
students
• Rustic living conditions
• Nothing is free
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BARROW INFORMATION
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Important & Interesting Websites

• Barrow Registration
– https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?hl=en&formkey=cDcxU2ZhNml0d

y1mZ0FYQnNhLTliUlE6MA

• Barrow Blog
– http://www.polarfield.com/barrow/

• Barrow Proposal Assistance
– Email CPS Alaska Science Planner naomi@polarfield.com
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