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 Year Name  Biographical Information Degree Awarded Inst. 

 

1.  1932 Steese, Gen. James Gordon d Director, Alaska Railroad and Alaska Roads D. Science UA 

2.  1935 Wickersham, Hon. James d Judge; Congressional Delegate 1909-21; 1931-33;  
instrumental in the creation of the University of Alaska 

LL.D. UA 

3.  1940 Anderson, Jacob P. d Alaskan Botanist D. Science UA 

4.  1946 Brandt, Herbert d Ornithologist, Dean of Men at UA D. Science UA 

5.  1948 Seaton, Stuart Lyman d 1st Dir of Geophysical Observatory D. Science UA 

6.  1949 Duckering, William Elmhirst d 1st Dean of University of Alaska D. 

Engineering 

UA 

7.  1949 Jackson, Henry M. d US Congressman from Washington LL.D. UA 

8.  1950 Dimond, Hon. Anthony J. d Lawyer, Alaska delegate to Congress 1933-45 LL.D. UA 

9.  1950 Larsen, Helge  Anthropologist D. Science UA 

10.  1951 Twining, Gen. Nathan Farragut d US Chief of Staff, Air Force LL.D. UA 

11.  1951 Warren, Hon. Earl d Chief Justice, US Supreme Court D. Public 

Service 

UA 

12.  1951 Washburn, Henry Bradford, Jr.  Dir Museum of Science, authority on Mt. McKinley Ph.D. UA 

13.  1952 Nerland, Andrew d Board of Regents’ Member & President 1929-56;  
territorial legislator; Fairbanks businessman 
 

D. Laws UA 

14.  1952 Reed, John C.  Exec Dir of Arctic Inst. of North America D. Science UA 

15.  1953 Patty, Ernest N. d One of first faculty members of the University of Alaska;  
President of University of Alaska 1953-60 
 

D. 
Engineering 

UA 

16.  1953 Tuve, Merle A. d Director of the U. S. Department  of Terrestrial Magnetism D. Science UA 

17.  1954 Balchen, Col. Bernt d Pioneer Arctic aviator; The Air Attache D. Science UA 

18.  1954 Schmitz, Henry d Pres Emeritus, U of Washington D. Science UA 

19.  1955 Knowland, William Fife d US Senator from California LL.D. UA 
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20.  1955 Wood, Col. Walter A d Arctic Inst. of North America D. Science UA 

21.  1955 Wilkins, Sir Hubert d Polar Explorer D. Science UA 

22.  1955 Gasser, George d Territorial Representative in 1951; former faculty member of  
UA in agriculture and dean of men from 1928 to 1945.   
1st Alaska Commissioner of Agriculture. 

D. Science UA 

23.  1955 Gruening, Ernest d US Senator for Alaska; Territorial Governor of Alaska D. Science UA 

24.  1956 Green, Hon. Edith S. d US Congresswoman from Oregon LL.D. UA 

25.  1956 Loussac, Zachariah J. d Mayor of Anchorage LL.D. UA 

26.  1957 Grosvenor, Elsie May Bell d National Geographic Society LL.D. UA 

27.  1957 Grosvenor, Gilbert d National Geographic Society LL.D. UA 

28.  1957 Geist, Otto William d Pioneer Alaskan Archeologist D. Science UA 

29.  1957 MacKenzie, Norman M.  President of U of British Columbia LL.D. UA 

30.  1958 Chapman, Sydney d Geophysicist D. Science UA 

31.  1958 Seaton, Fred A. d US Secretary of Interior LL.D. UA 

32.  1958 Walsh, Michael J. d Board of Regents’ Member 1943-59; Territorial  
Representative from Nome 

LL.D. UA 

33.  1958 Drake, C. Marie d Territorial Asst Commissioner of Education;  
“Alaska Flag Song” author 

D. Litt. UA 

34.  1958 Fry, Franklin C. d Director of the Lutheran Church Home D. Litt. UA 

35.  1959 Fohn-Hansen, Lydia d Director of UA Home Economics Extension Service D. Humanities UA 

36.  1959 Irwin, Don  1st Dir Agricultural Experiment Station in Palmer D. Humanities UA 

37.  1959 Lehleitner, George d Businessman from Louisiana who assisted in Alaska statehood  
by promoting the “Tennessee Plan”. 

LL.D. UA 

38.  1959 O’Brien, Leo W. d US Congressman from New York LL.D. UA 

39.  1959 Teller, Edward d Director of the University of California Radiation Lab D. Science UA 

40.  1960 Bartlett, E. L. (Bob) d US Senator from Alaska LL.D. UA 

41.  1960 Fitzgerald, Gerald  Land Use Planning Commission D. Science UA 

42.  1961 Bunche, Ralph J. d Undersecretary, United Nations LL.D. UA 
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43.  1961 Osgood Field, William B.   Glacierologist D. Science UA 

44.  1961 Keller, William K. d Former UA faculty member LL.D. UA 

45.  1961 Snodgrass, Milton D. d Territorial Legislator; Board of Regents’  member 1921-29 D. Science UA 

46.  1962 Armstrong, Robert Rolland d President, Sheldon Jackson College D. Humanities UA 

47.  1962 Aspinall, Wayne N. d US Congressman from Colorado LL.D. UA 

48.  1962 Thomas, Lowell J., Sr. d Acclaimed American writer LL.D. UA 

49.  1962 Wien, Noel d Pioneer Alaskan Aviator D. Science UA 

50.  1963 Doolittle, James H. d Space Technology Laboratory D. Science UA 

51.  1963 Reeve, Robert d President, Reeve Aleutian Airways D. Science UA 

52.  1963 Shaw, Robert d Noted conductor and founder of Robert Shaw Chorale D. Fine Arts UA 

53.  1963 Tilly, Lola Cremeans d UA Dean of Home Economics D. Humanities UA 

54.  1964 Albrecht, C. Earl d Board of Regents’ Member 1949-58; Territorial Commissioner  
of Health 

D. Science UA 

55.  1964 Sasayama, Tadao  President of Alaska Lumber & Pulp Company  LL.D. UA 

56.  1964 Terry, Luther L. d Surgeon General, US Public Health Service LL.D. UA 

57.  1965 Anderson, Clinton P. d US Senator from New Mexico LL.D. UA 

58.  1965 Brewer, Max C.  Director, Arctic Research Laboratory D. Science UA 

59.  1966 Trippe, Juan d Chairman, Pan American World Airways LL.D. UA 

60.  1966 Kimpton, Dr. Lawrence  Vice President, Standard Oil of Indiana LL.D. UA 

61.  1966 McCracken, Harold d Director, Whitney Gallery of Western Art & Buffalo Bill  
Historical Center 

D. Litt. UA 

62.  1966 Hale, Mary  Founder of the Alaska Music Festival D. Fine Arts UA 

63.  1967 Moore, Dr. Terris d President of University of Alaska 1949-53; noted high  
elevation aviator. 

LL.D. UA 

64.  1967 Snedden, Charles W. d Publisher, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner LL.D. UA 

65.  1967 Miller, Rear Admiral Henry L. d Chief of Information, US Navy LL.D. UA 

66.  1967 McGinnis, Dr. Frederick P.  President, Alaska Methodist University D. Humanities UA 
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67.  1967 Atwood, Evangeline d Alaska historian and author D. Litt UA 

68.  1967 Moore, Dr. Philip H. d Board of Regents’ Member 1954-65; Sitka Physician D. Science UA 

69.  1968 Herrington, William C. d Special Assistant to U.S. Secretary of State for Fisheries  
and Wildlife 
 

LL.D. UA 

70.  1968 FitzGerald, Joseph H. d Chair, Federal Field Committee for Development  
Planning in Alaska 

LL.D. UA 

71.  1968 Goding, Maurice Wilfred  Aide to Secretary of Interior LL.D. UA 

72.  1968 Soboleff, Rev. Dr. Walter A.  Grand President, Alaska Native Brotherhood D. Humanities UA 

73.  1968 Mather, Dr. Keith B. d Director of  Geophysical Institute and Professor of Physics 
 at UA 

D. Science UA 

74.  1968 Irving, Dr. Laurence d Advisory Scientific Director & Professor of Zoophysiology,  
Inst. of Arctic Biology, University of Alaska 

D. Science UA 

75.  1969 Boyd, Louise Arner d First Woman to reach North Pole 1955 D. Science UA 

76.  1969 Baker, Dr. Joel W., M.D.  Physician from the Mason Clinic LL.D. UA 

77.  1969 Elvey, Dr. Christian T. d Director Emeritus of the Geophysical Institute D. Science UA 

78.  1969 Bingle, Rev. Bert J. d Alaska pioneer missionary; pastor at University Presbyterian Church which 
he helped build and was considered the informal University Chapel for many years. 

D. Humanities UA 

79.  1969 Anderson, Robert O.  Chairman of the Board, Atlantic Richfield Co. LL.D. UA 

80.  1969 Beistline, Earl H. d. Professor of Mining Engineering & Dean, College of Earth  
Sciences & Mineral Industry, UA 

LL.D. UA 

81.  1970 Rasmuson, Elmer E. d. Board of Regents’ Member and President 1950-69; Mayor  
of Anchorage 

LL.D. UA 

82.  1970 Wiks, Margaret Bell d Alaskan Author D. Litt. UA 

83.  1970 Hanna, Dr. G Dallas d Dept. of Geology, California Academy of Sciences; worked on 1967 
earthquake research. 

D. Science UA 

84.  1970 Demmert, Archie  Tlingit Teacher D. Humanities UA 

85.  1970 Bronk, Detlev Wulf d President of the National Academic of Sciences; instrumental  
in formation of Geophysical Institute 

D. Science UA 

86.  1971 Jovanovich, William d Publisher; founded Harcourt, Brace and Jovanovich Inc. D. Laws UA 

87.  1971 Gould, Dr. Laurence M.  Dept of Geosciences, U of Arizona D. Science UA 

88.  1971 Heurlin, M. C. “Rusty” d Alaskan Artist D. Fine Arts UA 
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89.  1971 Redfield, Dr. Alfred C. d Physiology professor from Harvard University D. Science UA 

90.  1972 Smith, Rear Admiral Paul A. (ret) d Advisory Board to Geophysical Institute 1961-78 D. Science UA 

91.  1972 Egan, Hon. William A. d Governor, State of Alaska LL.D. UA 

92.  1972 Schaible, Dr. Arthur J. d Board of Regents’ Member 1961-69; Fairbanks physician D. Science UA 

93.  1972 Monserud, Miss Sally d Anchorage Community College faculty member D. Humanities UA 

94.  1972 Rae, Dr. Kenneth M. d UA Vice President for Research 1963-76 LL.D. UA 

95.  1973 Magnuson, Warren G. d US Senator from Washington D. Laws UA 

96.  1973 Michener, James A. d Renowned US Author D. Laws UA 

97.  1973 Maurer, Paul d Alaska “DEWLine” Chaplain; Retired U.S. Army colonel D. Humane 

Letters 

UA 

98.  1973 Peratrovich, Frank d Tlingit Legislator D. Public 

Service 

UA 

99.  1973 Machetanz, Fred d Alaskan Artist D. Fine Arts UA 

100.  1973 Hiebert, August G. d Alaskan Journalist/Broadcaster D. Public 

Service 

UA 

101.  1973 Bentley, Helen D.  Chair, Federal Maritime Commission D. Laws UA 

102.  1973 Kerr, Clark d President, Carnegie Commission on Higher Education D. Laws UA 

103.  1973 Scholander, P.F. d Physiologist, Scripp’s Inst. of Oceanography 
(special convocation in August 1973) 

D. Science UA 

104.  1974 Sarnoff, Robert d President, RCA LL.D. UA 

105.  1974 Hearst, William R., Jr.  Publisher LL.D. UA 

106.  1974 Rock, Howard d Founder, Tundra Times newspaper LH.D. UA 

107.  1974 Commager, Henry S. d Writer LH.D. UA 

108.  1974 Rivers, Ralph J. d Alaska’s first elected representative to Congress;  
Fairbanks attorney who worked closely with President Moore. 

LL.D. UA 

109.  1975 Degnan, Frank A.  Co-founder of Alaska Federation of Natives D. Public 

Service 

UAF 
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110.  1975 Roberts, Walter Orr d Atmospheric research scientist D. Science UAF 

111.  1975 Stevens, Theodore F.  U.S. Senator from Alaska D. Laws UAF 

112.  1975 Ray, Dixy Lee d Chair, Atomic Energy Commission; Governor, State of  
Washington 

D. Science UAA 

113.  1975 Parks, George A. d. Territorial Governor of Alaska D. Public 

Service 

UAA 

114.  1975 Henning, Robert d Publisher of Alaska Magazine D. Journalism UAA 

115.  1976 Marchand, Leslie A. d Professor of English and French at Alaska Agricultural College 
 & School of Mines from 1923-27 and 1934-35 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

116.  1976 Murie, Margaret E. d 1st Woman Graduate of UA; Writer; environmentalist; died October 19, 2003at the age of 101. D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

117.  1976 O’Neill, Patrick H.  Alaskan Miner D. Science UAF 

118.  1976 Bullock, Edith R. d Board of Regents’ Member 1967-75; Territorial Legislator D. Public 

Service 

UAA 

119.  1976 Hendrickson, Waino  Community Leader and Public Servant; Secretary of Alaska;  
Acting Governor of Alaska in 1958 

D. Public 
Service 

UAA 

120.  1976 Hickel, Walter J. d 2-time Governor of Alaska; state and national leader;  
businessman 

D. Laws UAA 

121.  1977 Handler, Philip d National Science Foundation D. Science UAF 

122.  1977 McFarland, Robert E. d Board of Regents’ Member 1963-75 D. Public 

Service 

UAF 

123.  1977 Gravel, Maurice (Mike)  US Congressman from Alaska D. Laws UAF 

124.  1977 Toland, John W. d Author and Historian D. Humane 

Letters 

UAA 

125.  1977 Phillips, Francis J.  Distinguished Alaskan physician and humanitarian D. Science UAA 

126.  1977 Marston, M.R. “Muktuk” d Alaska Constitutional Convention delegate; 
military leader in Alaska 

D. Public 
Service 

UAA 

127.  1978 Guinn, Nora  Alaskan Magistrate and District Judge (first Native to be appointed) D. Laws UAA 

128.  1978 Oliver, Ethel Ross d Alaska schoolteacher for 26 years D. Public UAF 
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Service 

129.  1978 Ostar, Allan W.  President, American Association of State Colleges and  
Universities 

D. Laws UAF 

130.  1979 Short, Eugene d. Dean, Anchorage Community College D. Education UAA 

131.  1979 Widmark, Alfred d Tlingit leader; Alaska legislator 1961-62 D.Humanities UAS 

132.  1979 Wold, Jo Anne d Writer, journalist D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

133.  1979 Fletcher, Joseph O.  Deputy Director, National Oceanic and Atmospheric  
Admin's Environmental Research Labs 

D. Science UAF 

134.  1979 Atwood, Robert B. d Publisher, Anchorage Times D. Journalism UAA 

135.  1979 Isaac, Chief Andrew d Traditional Chief of Athabaskan people D. Humanities UAF 

136.  1980 Armstrong, T. E.  Scott Polar Research Inst., Cambridge, England D. Science UAF 

137.  1980 Butrovich, John d Territorial and State Legislator in Alaska for 30 years D. Laws UAF 

138.  1980 Nordale, LaDessa d U.S. Commission for Fairbanks 1951-59 D. Laws UAF 

139.  1980 McPhee, John  Alaskan writer 

 

D. Letters UAA 

140.  1980 Hensley, Willie L.  State Senator - Alaska; Member of Board of Regents  
1984-87 

D. Laws UAA 

141.  1980 Davis, Trevor d Photographer (joint w/Carol Beery Davis) D. Humanities UAS 

142.  1980 Davis, Carol Beery d Poet Laureate (joint w/Trevor Davis) D. Humanities UAS 

143.  1980 Peck, Cyrus E., Sr. d Alaskan Magistrate; member of Alaska Native  
Brotherhood 

D. Humanities UAS 

144.  1981 Berry, William D. d Artist D. Humanities UAF 

145.  1981 Sheldon, Robert d Alaskan Aviator D. Public 

Service 

UAF 

146.  1981 Nerland, Leslie d Fairbanks businessman; Board of Regents’ member 1956-61 D. Public 

Service 

UAF 

147.  1981 Washburn, D. Albert Lincoln d Chair, Polar Research Board, Nat'l Academy of Sciences D. Science UAF 
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148.  1981 Rabinowitz, Jay d. Alaska Supreme Court Justice D. Laws UAA 

149.  1981 Sullivan, George d Mayor, City of Anchorage D. Public 

Admin 

UAA 

150.  1981 Williams, Lew M. Jr. d Alaskan Journalist; owner of Ketchikan Daily News; member of Board of Regents 1991 to 1999 D. Humanities UAS 

151.  1981 Sparks, Mildred d Tlingit artist; Leader of Alaska Native Sisterhood D.Humanities UAS 

152.  1982 Brown, Emily Ivanoff d Author; Alaskan educator; Native leader D. Humanities UAF 

153.  1982 Fejes, Claire d Artist; Writer D. Humanities UAF 

154.  1982 de Laguna, Frederica d Anthropologist D. Humane 

Letters 

UAA 

155.  1982 Snodgrass, Roland d Agriculture instructor, dairy farmer, Director of AK State  
Dept. of Agriculture 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

156.  1982 Eastaugh, Frederick d Attorney; Alaska Territory Legislator D. Humanities UAS 

157.  1982 Boochever, Robert d Chief Justice, Alaska Supreme Court D. Humanities UAS 

158.  1982 Steere, William  Botanist; aided in establishment of Inst. of Arctic Biology;  
awarded on 7/26/82 

D. Science UAF 

159.  1983 Hammond, Jay d Governor, State of Alaska D. Humanities UAS 

160.  1983 Nolan, James d Alaska State Senator and Representative from Wrangell;  
Board of Regents’ member 1967-73 

D. Humanities UAS 

161.  1983 Keats, Della d Eskimo Tribal Doctor D. Humane 
Letters 
 in Health 
Sciences 
 

UAA 

162.  1983 Sherwood, Morgan B. d Alaska Journal editorial advisor; author D. Humane 
Letters  
in Historical  
Scholarship 

UAA 

163.  1983 Dementi, Rev. Jean d Missionary and Nurse D. Humanities UAF 

164.  1983 Haines, John  Poet Laureate; Alaskan Homesteader D. Letters UAF 

165.  1983 O’Connell, John F. d President, Bechtel Inc.; helped frame national energy  
policy 

D. Humane 
Letters  
in Educational 

UAA 



 
 Year Name  Biographical Information Degree Awarded Inst. 

 

 
Board of Regents’ Office 9  

Leadership 

166.  1983 Randolph, Carl  President, U.S. Borax & Chemical Corp  
(commencement speaker) 

D. Public 

Service 

UAF 

167.  1984 Haugen, Earnest J. d Alaska State Legislator from Petersburg D. Public  

Admin 

UAS 

168.  1984 Mallott, Byron I.  President, Sealaska Corp. D. Humanities UAS 

169.  1984 Wade, Hugh Joseph d. First Secretary of State-State of Alaska D. Public 

Admin 

UAS 

170.  1984 Barton, Jay d. President, University of Alaska 1979-84 D. Science UAF 

171.  1984 Berton, Pierre  Author, Historian of the North (commencement speaker D. Fine Arts UAF 

172.  1984 Belon, Albert  Associate Director, Geophysical Institute; employed at University of Alaska 
G.I., 1949-83 

D. Science UAF 

173.  1984 Goodale, Harvey d Alaskan Artist (jointly w/Ellen Goodale) D. Fine Arts UAF 

174.  1984 Goodale, Ellen d Alaskan Artist (jointly w/Harvey Goodale) D. Fine Arts UAF 

175.  1984 Davis, B. Dale d Atwood Chair, professor of journalism D. Humane 

Letters 

UAA 

176.  1984 Asplund, John  Pioneer Anchorage Businessman; civic leader D. 

Commercial 

Law 

UAA 

177.  1985 Choue, Young Seek  Chancellor, Kyung Hee University, Korea; International  
educator and humanitarian 

D. Laws UAA 

178.  1985 Wunnicke, Esther d Alaska Commissioner of Natural Resources D. Public 

Service 

UAA 

179.  1985 Kuh, Katharine   Art critic and writer D. Fine Arts UAA 

180.  1985 Weller, Rosamond d Musician and educator in Fairbanks for 37 years D. Humanities UAF 

181.  1985 Young, Donald  U.S. House of Representatives-Alaska D. Laws UAF 

182.  1985 Cogo, Robert  Southeast Alaska linguist D. Letters UAF 

183.  1985 Motzfeldt, Jonathan  Political leader from Greenland (commencement speaker) D. Laws UAF 
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184.  1985 Kahklen, Joseph M. d Southeast Alaska Educator D. Humanities UAS 

185.  1985 Rude, Joseph d Juneau physician D. Humanities UAS 

186.  1985 Overstreet, William  Mayor, City of Juneau; Far East Representative for  
International Trade 

D. Public 
Admin 

UAS 

187.  1985 Nyborg, Keith F.  U. S. Ambassador to Finland D. Public 

Affairs 

UAA 

188.  1986 Akiyama, Dr. Henry d Juneau Cardiologist; established medic program in Juneau D. Humanities UAS 

189.  1986 Banfield, Mildred d Alaskan legislator; Board of Regents Member 1976-83 D. Public 

Admin 

UAS 

190.  1986 Motley, Langhorne A.  Diplomat and public servant D. Public 

Service 

UAA 

191.  1986 Rogers, Dr. George W. d Professor of Economics, founder of ISER D. Economics UAA 

192.  1986 Martin, Fredericka  Anthropologist; noted for work done in Pribilof Islands D. Humanities UAF 

193.  1986 Demientieff, Mary  Native elder; member of National Conference on Aging D. Humanities UAF 

194.  1986 Press, Frank  President, National Academy of Sciences; educator and  
geophysist (commencement speaker) 

D. Science UAF 

195.  1987 Dahl, Robert A.  Political Scientist, Yale University D. Laws UAA 

196.  1987 Voth, Elvera  Founder of UAA Singers; Anchorage music teacher D. Music UAA 

197.  1987 Kaveolook, Harold  Educator & community leader, North Slope D. Education UAF 

198.  1987 Neakok, Sadie Brower d Alaskan magistrate 1960-77 D. Laws UAF 

199.  1987 Rausch, Robert L.  Alaskan scientist; Parasitologist (commencement speaker) D. Science UAF 

200.  1987 Teeland, Walter Daniel d Pioneer Alaskan businessman, Matanuska Valley D. Public 

Service 

UAF 

201.  1987 Weber, Florance Robinson  Geologist, explorer D. Science UAF 

202.  1987 Kull, Dove d Social Worker; helped establish Older Alaskans  
Commission 
 

D. Humanities UAS 

203.  1987 Armstrong, Bob  Scientist and Ornithologist D. Science UAS 
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204.  1987 Brindle, Alec C.  Fisherman & Businessman, Wards Cove Packing Co. D. Science UAS 

205.  1988 Connelly, Hugh H.  Alaska District Court Judge 1959-87 D. Laws UAF 

206.  1988 Fate, Dr. Hugh B.  Member & President, Board of Regents 1969-85;  
Fairbanks dentist 

D. Public 
Service 

UAF 

207.  1988 Quam, Louis O. d Arctic scientist, teacher D. Science UAF 

208.  1988 Graham, Ronald L.  Mathematician, alumnus of UAF (commencement speaker) D. Science UAF 

209.  1988 Baumeister, Alfred A. d Director, John F. Kennedy Center for Research on  
Education; leader in the field of mental retardation 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

210.  1988 Hilpert, John M. d UAF faculty member in engineering for 27 years D. Science UAA 

211.  1988 Jackson, Nathan Paul  Chilkoot-Tlingit Woodcarver D. Humanities UAS 

212.  1988 Riley, Burke d Admin Assistant to Gov. Gruening; Delegate, Alaska  
Constitution Convention 

D. Humanities UAS 

213.  1989 Wood, William Ransom d President, University of Alaska 1960-73; Mayor, City 
of Fairbanks 

D. Laws BOR 

214.  1989 Wood, Dorothy Jane d Wife and Partner of William R. Wood D. Laws BOR 

215.  1989 Johnson, M. Walter, M.D. d Rural Alaska health care provider; UA graduate D. Public 

Service 

UAA 

216.  1989 Floyd, Carolyn  President, Kodiak Community College 1969-87 D. Education UAA 

217.  1989 Okeson, Alvin d President, Mat-Su Community College 1961-87 D. Education UAA 

218.  1989 Fanning, Katherine (Kay) d Alaska Newspaper Publisher (commencement speaker) D. Letters UAF 

219.  1989 Brooks, James W.  Alaska Commissioner of Game; UA graduate D. Science UAF 

220.  1989 Huntington, Sydney  Alaska Board of Fish & Game; Galena School Board  
member for 25 years 

D. Public 
Service 

UAF 

221.  1989 Ott, Charlie d Biologist/conservationist/photographer D. Letters UAF 

222.  1989 Hammond, Austin d. Traditional leader of Chilkoot people of Haines; Founder  
 of Chilkoot Cultural Camp 

D. Humanities UAS 

223.  1989 King, James J.  Waterfowl Propagation and Bird Rehabilitation Center D. Science UAS 

224.  1989 Taro, Cliff d Businessman; promoted Pacific Rim trade D. Public 

Service 

UAS 

225.  1989 Middaugh, John  State of Alaska Epidemiologist; UA faculty member D. Science UAA 
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226.  1990 Heiner, Lawrence  President, Nerco Inc.; UA Mining Engineering alumnus D. Science UAF 

227.  1990 Jones, Eliza  Scholar of Athabaskan languages D. Letters UAF 

228.  1990 Scott, Josephine Ryman  Founder, Fairbanks Arts Festival; educator D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

229.  1990 Nelson, George N.  President, BP Exploration D. Laws UAF 

230.  1990 Miller, Maynard  Director, Glaciological & Arctic Services Institute D. Science UAS 

231.  1990 Gorbachev, Mikhail  President, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics;  
Nobel Peace Price Winner 1990 

D. Humanities UAS 

232.  1990 Nikitin, Yuri Petrovich  Distinguished medical scientist, U.S.S.R. D. Science UAA 

233.  1990 Lee, Richard Borshay  Professor, Dept. of Anthropology, Univ. of Toronto D. Letters UAF 

234.  1991 Huhndorf, Roy M.  Executive Officer, Cook Inlet Region, Inc.; Board of Regents  
Member and President 1983-91 

D. Laws UAA 

235.  1991 Kum, Jin-Ho  Standing Advisor, Korean Foreign Trade Association D. Laws UAA 

236.  1991 Pewe, Troy d Quaternary Geologist D. Science UAF 

237.  1991 Schaible, Grace Berg  Attorney General, State of Alaska 1986-89; Board of  
Regents Member 1985-87 

D. Laws UAF 

238.  1991 Gottstein, B. J. (Barney)  Anchorage businessman; President, State Board of  
Education 

D. Laws UAF 

239.  1991 DeArmond, Dale  AWARD WAS DECLINED. Southeast Alaskan Artist D. Humane 

Letters 

UAS 

240.  1991 DeArmond, Robert  AWARD WAS DECLINED. Alaskan Journalist, Historian D. Letters UAS 

241.  1991 Churchill, Delores  Haida Basket and Blanket Weaver D. Humane 

Letters 

UAS 

242.  1991 See, Frank d Hoonah Businessman D. Laws UAS 

243.  1992 Carr, Lawrence d Anchorage businessman D. Laws UAA 

244.  1992 Richardson, Kenneth T.  Opthalmic Surgeon; UAA instructor D. Science UAA 

245.  1992 Truitt, Gilbert  Alaska Native Educator D. Laws UAA 

246.  1992 Fate, Mary Jane  Alaska Native activist; Member of Board of Regents 1993 
 to present 

D. Laws UAF 
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247.  1992 McCann, James  Alaska State Trooper Investigator D. Laws UAF 

248.  1992 Southall, Doris d Alaskan Nurse D. Laws UAF 

249.  1992 Kennedy, Kay d Journalist/Alaska Pioneer D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

250.  1992 Schaller, George  UAF alumni; internationally renowned zoologist (commencement speaker) D. Science UAF 

251.  1992 Stewart, Thomas  Alaska Judge D. Laws UAS 

252.  1992 Heinmiller, Carl W. d Magistrate, Alaska Native advocate D. Laws UAS 

253.  1993 Flakne, Joe d Conservationist/Women’s Rights Supporter (special conferral, 
July 1993 Alumni Reunion) 

D. Laws UAF 

254.  1993 Loftus, Dorothy d Founding member of the University of Alaska Alumni  
Association (special conferral, July 1993 Alumni Reunion) 

D. Laws UAF 

255.  1993 Rosenthal, Paul  Renowned Violinist D. Humane 

Letters 

UAA 

256.  1993 Sturgelewski, Arliss  Alaskan Legislator D. Laws UAA 

257.  1993 Viereck, Leslie d UAF Scientist, Institute of Northern Forestry D. Science UAF 

258.  1993 Pruitt, William  Zoology Professor, Univ. Manitoba, Canada D. Science UAF 

259.  1993 Ray, Dorothy Jean d Alaska Pioneer/studies in Alaska Eskimo history, art, ceremonies D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

260.  1993 Boorstin, Daniel  Librarian of Congress Emeritus/Pulitzer Prize Historian  
(commencement speaker) 

D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

261.  1994 Britton, Maxwell E.  Arctic researcher; facilitated development of National 
Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow (commencement speaker) 

D. Science UAF 

262.  1994 John, Chief Peter d Alaska Athabaskan leader; UAF guest lecturer D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

263.  1994 McMillen, Robert d northernMOMENTUM Chair D. Laws UAF 

264.  1994 Pedersen, Einar Sverre  Aviator D. Science UAF 

265.  1994 Shea, Esther d Instructor; research on lifestyle of Tlingit people D. Humane 
Letters in 
Teaching 

UAS 
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266.  1994 Holdsworth, Phil  Alaska Commissioner of Mines & Natural Resources D. Laws UAS 

267.  1994 Dickerson, Mahala Ashley d 1st State of Alaska Female and Black Attorney/Civil  
Rights Advocate 

D. Laws UAA 

268.  1994 Katz, John W.   Special Counsel to Governor of AK during ANILCA;  
director of State/Federal Relations for Governors  
Sheffield, Cowper, Hickel and Knowles 

D. Laws UAA 

269.  1994 Subroto, Dr.  OPEC Secretary General D. Laws UAA 

270.  1995 Townsend, Jack  Chief of College Observatory D. Science UAF 

271.  1995 Hartmann, Gerd  Professor of Zoology, U. of Hamburg D. Science UAF 

272.  1995 Washburn, Barbara  1st woman to climb Mt. McKinley, mapper &  
photographer 

D. Science UAF 

273.  1995 Hermann, Ned  Expert on study of the brain; Whole Brain Concept  
(commencement speaker) 

D. Science UAF 

274.  1995 Fortuine, Robert d Alaskan Physician; author D. Science UAA 

275.  1995 Hurley, Katherine Torkelson  Assistant to Governors Gruening and Egan; Alaska State  
Representative; 1st woman in Alaska to be nominated for  
Lt. Governor 

D. Laws UAS 

276.  1996 Conway, Jill Ker  Historian specializing in women in America; Smith  
College president; author 

D. Letters UAF 

277.  1996 Kerttula, Jalmar d State Legislator for 32 years; Commissioner of Agriculture D. Laws UAF 

278.  1996 Luke, Howard d Alaska Native Leader dedicated to educating youth in traditional Native skills. D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

279.  1996 Usibelli, Joseph E., Sr.  Chair of Usibelli Coal Mine; philanthropist D. Laws UAF 

280.  1996 Hays, Ellen Hope d Tlingit Historian; 1st woman member of Alaska Native  
Brotherhood 

D. Laws UAS 

281.  1996 Engen, Richard  Director of Alaska State Library for 20 years D. Letters UAA 

282.  1997 Neuharth, Allen H.  Founder of USA Today; journalist (commencement speaker) D. Humane 

Letters 

UAF 

283.  1997 Robinson, Charles E.  Alaska businessman in the field of communications D. Laws UAF 

284.  1997 Brown, Neal B.  Poker Flat Research Range Director from 1971-89; leading  
educator in the field of space science 

D. Laws UAF 

285.  1997 Selkregg, Lidia Lippi d Geologist in the field of earthquakes; Anchorage Borough  
Assembly member; resource economics professor 

D. Laws UAA 
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286.  1998 Kennedy, Bruce R. d Former chair of Alaska Air Group; business leader in the  
field of air transportation; missionary (commencement speaker) 

D. Laws UAF 

287.  1998 Stevens, Robert W.  Alaskan Pilot; historian on Alaskan pilots. D. Laws UAF 

288.  1998 Reed, Irving S.  Professor of Mathematics; son of pioneer family from Nome,  
studied under Dean Duckering at UAF 

D. Sciences UAF 

289.  1998 Nef, Evelyn Stefansson d Writer, psychotherapist and philanthropist, with emphasis on Arctic and Alaska. D. Laws UAF 

290.  1998 Reed, Irene d Scholar of Yup’ik and Cup’ig Languages D. Laws UAF 

291.  1998 Parker, Walter B. d Expert in the field of Alaska transportation and telecommunications. D. Science UAA 

292.  1999 Munoz, Rie  Alaskan artist D. Arts UAS 

293.  1999 DeFleur, Lois B.  President, Binghamton University (commencement speaker) D. Laws UAF 

294.  1999 Chapados, Frank X.  Elected to first AK State Legislature; transportation  
infrastructure of Alaska. 

D. Laws UAF 

295.  1999 Obuchi, Keizo d Prime Minister of Japan D. Laws UAF 

296.  1999 Peter, Katherine d Transcribed and composed largest Gwich'in writing in this century.  Central figure in AK Native 
Language Center. 

D. Laws UAF 

297.  1999 Hickok, David M. d First director of Sea-Grant; founded AEIDC D. Science UAA 

298.  1999 Rose, David d Director of AK Permanent Fund D. Laws UAA 

299.  2000 Bockstoce, John  Arctic historian; curator; President of Thalassa Corporation. D. Science UAF 

300.  2000 Hopkins, David  UAF Geology Professor for over 30 years; founding director  
of Alaska Quaternary Center. 

D. Science UAF 

301.  2000 Rasmuson, Edward  Alaska Banker, former member of Board of Regents; philanthropist. D. Laws UAF 

302.  2000 Daniel H Cuddy d Alaska Banker, Lucy Cuddy Center , named for his mother  UAA 

303.  2000 Tillion, Clement V.  Fisherman; Alaska State Representative from 1962-73;  
senator from 1978-80. 

D. Laws UAF 

304.  2000 Banks, James A.  Professor of Education at U. Washington; expert in  
multicultural education (commencement speaker) 

D. Letters UAF 

305.  2001 Buswell, Arthur d. Professor and Administrator at UAF from 1951-71 D. Laws UAF 

306.  2001 Carlo, Poldine  Athabaskan elder; founding member of Fairbanks Native  
Association 

D. Laws UAF 

307.  2001 Osborne, Richard d UA Alum; scientist known for contributions to biological anthropology and medical genetics. D. Science UAF 

308.  2001 Rutter, Nathaniel  UA Alum and geologist; known for geological research on past changes in northern climates; 
former president of Int'l Union of Quaternary Research 

D. Science UAF 

309.  2001 Dauenhauer, Nora d Author; former Commissioner of Alaska Historical Society D. Humanities UAS 

310.  2001 Vaughan, Norman D. d Member of Byrd Exploration of South Pole (Mt. Vaughan named for him by Admiral Byrd); dog 
musher; mountain climber 

D. Laws UAA 

311.        

312.  2001 Lund, Ethel  Nurse; Pres of Southeast Alaska Regional Health Consortium; appointed by D. Laws UAA 



 
 Year Name  Biographical Information Degree Awarded Inst. 

 

 
Board of Regents’ Office 16  

Pres Carter to represent Alaska Natives on the President's Commission on  
Mental Health. 

313.  2002 Burns, John  Biologist; president of Living Marine Resources; studies on walrus and seals 
in Bering and Chukchi Seas. 

D. Science UAF 

314.  2002 Flintoff, Corey 
 

 Newscaster with National Public Radio; exec producer of Alaska Public 
Radio Network; born in Fairbanks. 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 
 

313. 
 

2002 Nesetril, Jaroslav  Internationally renowned mathematician using a style that mixes mathematics with art. Publisher 
of 4 books and over 250 papers. 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

       

314. 
 

2002 Salmon, David d Athabascan Elder; traditional chief of Chalkyitsik and Second Chief of Interior Alaska villages; 
Author of book on Athabascan tool making; Geist lecturer at UAF. 

D. Laws UAF 

315. 2002 Rogers, Jean  Author of many children's books including King Island Christmas. D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

316. 2002 Tillion, Diana d Alaskan artist and teacher.   D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

317. 2003 Cosgrave, Ronald  Founder and Former CEO of Alaska Airlines; founder of College Utilities  
Corp; UAF Distinguished Alumnus awardee. 

D. Laws UAF 

318. 2003 Erritzoe, Johannes  Self-taught ornithologist; world authority on several tropical avian families; Research Associate 
with UA Museum 

D. Science UAF 

319. 2003 Atkinson, Helen (Frank)  BS in Civil Engineering-class of 1936; former member of Board of Regents; member of UA 
Foundation; UAF Outstanding Alumni awardee in 1987. 

D. Laws UAF 

320. 2003 Toovak, Kenneth "Utuayuk" d Former Naval Arctic Research Lab (NARL) employee; Inupiat Eskimo; 
served as cultural ambassador to Arctic researchers for nearly 60 years. 

D. Laws UAF 

321. 2003 Boucher, H.A. "Red" d Former mayor of Fairbanks; former Lt. Governor of Alaska; leader in telecommunications in 
Alaska 

D. Letters UAS 

322. 2003 Albee, Edward  Pulitzer Prize winning playwright D. Letters UAA 

323. 2003 Mills, Dr. William d Alaskan physician D. Science UAA 

324. 2004 Kitka, Julie  President of Alaska Federation of Natives D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

325. 2004 Harper, Jerry Harlan d Artistic Director of Eccentric Theatre Company D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

326. 2004 Gorsuch, Edward Lee  Chancellor of UAA, Director of ISER D. Letters UAA 

327. 2004 Nelson, Dr. Richard  Writer focusing on human relationships in the natural world D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

328. 2004 Lawrence, Erma  Alaskan Haida Indian; one of two that can still write the Haida language;  
author of Haida Dictionary 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

329. 2004 Post, Austin  Preeminent, self-made scholar re Alaska glaciers.  Chancellor Lind traveled  
to his home in Vashon, WA to give him his award due to poor health. 

D. Science UAF 

330. 2004 Coghill, John B. (Jack) d Mayor of Nenana for 22 years; territorial and state legislator; Lt. Governor of Alaska.  Drafter of D. Humane UAF 
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the State Constitution. Founding member of UAF College 
 of Fellows. 

Letters 

331. 2004 Ketzler, Alfred R.  One of the initiators of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act; organized Tanana Chiefs 
Conference – served as its first president; deputy director of Alaska Federation of Natives 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

332. 2005 Rearden, Jim  Noted biologist; author; established UAF Wildlife department; member of the Alaska Fish and 
Game board and Alaska Game board. 

D. Science UAF 

333. 2005 Lestenkof, Major General 
Jake 

 Aleut origin interned during WWII; distinguished military career; Adjutant General of the Alaska 
National Guard; Commissioner of the Alaska Dept. of Military and Veteran Affairs; exec VP of 
Alaska Federation of Natives. 

D. Laws UAF 

334. 2005 Patty, Stanton H.  Journalist and writer; Son of UA President Ernest Patty;  D. Laws UAF 

335. 2005 Sundborg, George Sr. d Alaska Constitutional Convention delegate D. Laws UAF 

336. 2005 Roderick, John  Former mayor of Anchorage; numerous public service positions with State of Alaska D. Laws UAA 

337. 2005 Carey, Michael  Journalist D. Laws UAA 

338. 2005 Fischer, Victor  Signer of Constitutional Convention D. Laws UAA 

339. 2005 Rosenthal, Linda  Violinist; former music faculty member at UAS D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

340. 2006 Wallen, R.T. “Skip”  Artist; sculptor; conservationist D. Arts UAS 

341. 2006 Aho, John L.  Structural engineer; born in Anchorage, son of bush pilot;  D. Sciences UAA 

342. 2006 Pingayak, John  Alaska native from Chevak; Teacher 
 

D. Laws UAA 

343. 2006 Croft, Leland Chancy  Attorney, former president and member of the UA Board of Regents, former Alaska 
Representative and Senator; Senate President, instrumental in  
establishing the Alaska Permanent Fund. 

D. Laws UAA 

344. 2006 Burger, Joanna  Biology Professor at Rutgers; member of International Ornithological Congress D. Sciences UAF 

345. 2006 Shackleton, N.C., Sir d Oceanographic researcher, Cambridge University D. Sciences UAF 

346. 2007 Comeau, Carol  Anchorage School District Superintendent D. Laws UAA 

347. 2007 Nighswander M.D., M.P.H., 
Tom Dr. 

 Adjunct professor of health sciences; Advocate for improving Alaska’s healthcare industry D. Sciences UAA 

348. 2007 Tussing, Arlon R. Dr.  Distinguished economic analyst and author; Professor of  
economics at ISER since 1965 

D. Letters UAA 

349. 2007 Attla, Catherine  Alaska native linguist; Governor’s Award for Arts in 1997 D. Laws UAF 

350. 2007 Untersteiner, Norbert  Polar scientist; former Chapman Chair D. Science UAF 

351. 2007 Shelton, Hugh  Commencement speaker; 14th chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff D. Laws UAF 

352. 2008 Corell, Robert Dr.  Regarded leader in climate change research D. Sciences UAA 

353. 2008 Fleischer, Hugh d Anchorage attorney known for his contributions to the quality of  life for all Alaskans D. Laws UAA 

354. 2008 Aumiller, Larry D.  Distinguished 30 year career at the Alaska Department of Fish and Game managing the McNeil 
River State Game Sanctuary 

D. Sciences UAF 

355. 2008 Holm, Bill  Preeminent figure in the field of Northwest Coast Native art history and  D. Humane UAF 



 
 Year Name  Biographical Information Degree Awarded Inst. 

 

 
Board of Regents’ Office 18  

analysis Letters  

356. 2008 Straley, John H.  Respected author; (commencement speaker) D. Humane 
Letters  

UAF 

357. 2008 Wien, Richard  Lifetime of volunteering his expertise and assets for Alaskan organizations; lifelong Alaskan D. Laws UAF 

358. 2008 Mechau, Dorik  Co-Director of the Island Institute in Sitka D. Humane 
Letters  

UAS 

359. 2008 Servid, Carolyn  Co-Director of the Island Institute in Sitka D. Humane 
Letters  

UAS 

360. 2008 Troll, Ray  Respected national artist from Ketchikan. D. Fine Arts UAS 

361. 2009 Andrews, Eleanor  Long-time Alaskan business woman and volunteer D. Laws UAA 

362. 2009 Ballew, Lynne  Dedicated and accomplished advocate for social justice D. Laws UA
A 

363. 2009 Tileston, Peg  Steadfast public servant and guide for Alaska’s conservation movement D. Laws UA
A 

364. 2009 Wohlforth, Eric  Respected leader in the area of public finance law D. Laws UA
A 

365. 2009 Blue, Annie Cuyngauyar  Renowned throughout AK communities as a traditional Yup’ik storyteller D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

366. 2009 Stagg, Ted  Global figure in drilling technology; instrumental in developing  
arctic-grade equipment in Alaska 

D. Sciences UAF 

367. 2009 Stepovich, Mike  Instrumental figure in Alaska statehood; served in the territorial House of Representatives 1950-
1952, territorial Senate in 1952 and was appointed 
 by President Eisenhower as Alaska’s last territorial governor 1957-1958 

D. Laws UAF 

368. 2009 Bruce Kotre, Christa  Long-time educator, mentor, international exchange advocate & scholar D. Education UAS 

369. 2009 Derr, Laraine  UAS advisory board member, UA Foundation Trustee, community & 
 civic volunteer; former UAS School of Business Dean 

D. Laws UAS 

370. 2009 Johnson, Marlene  Huna Heritage Foundation board chair; former chairwomen of the 
 Sealaska Corp and the Rural AK Community Action program   Former member of UA  

D. Laws UAS 

371. 2009 Kitka, Sr.,Herman d Elder Kaagwaantaan leader, AK Native Brotherhood leader, Native land rights activist and scholar 
of Tlingit culture, language & tradition 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

372. 2010 Fabe, Dana  First women appointed to AK Supreme Court ’96.  Active in advancing law-related education & 
civic engagement for Alaska’s young people. 

D. Laws UAA 

373. 2010 Leavitt, Oliver  Chairman of the Board of Directors for Arctic Slope Regional Corporation & 
VP of Government Affairs.  ASRC is one of 13 regional Native corps  
established by Congress under the AK Native Claims Settlement Act ’71. 

D. Laws UAA 

374. 2010 Strohmeyer, John d Pulitzer Prize for editorial writing; Pulitzer traveling fellowship for finishing 
1st in his class at Columbia School for Journalism; Nieman fellowship from Harvard University.  

D. Letters UAA 

375. 2010 Albanese, Tom  Commencement speaker & alumnus.  CEO of Rio Tinto, the 3rd largest mining company in the 
world.  First American to head a British company. 

D. Sciences UAF 



 
 Year Name  Biographical Information Degree Awarded Inst. 

 

 
Board of Regents’ Office 19  

376. 2010 Brown, Jerry  Alumnus.  Spent 30 years working for the US Gov’t (Army Cold Regions Research & Engineering Lab - CRREL) doing 
research on arctic soil & permafrost in collaboration w/UAF. 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

377. 2010 John, Paul  Honored political & cultural leader in AK; Yup’ik tribal chief of the  
Nunakauyak Traditional Council 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAF 

378. 2010 Cashen, Tom  Commissioner of Labor & Workforce Development ’95-’98.  Labor  training facility in Anchorage 
named in his honor ‘04 

D. Laws UAS 

379. 2011 Crittenden, Ed d Renowned Anchorage architect who has helped create Anchorage’s skyline 
since 1950. 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

380. 2011 Harper, Sandy  Founder of Cyrano’s Theatre Company in Anchorage. D. Fine Arts UAA 

381. 2011 Hoover, John d Alaska Native art craftsman, skilled carver and woodworker from Cordova.  D. Fine Arts UAA 

382. 2011 Inouye, Dan d Senator for HI; third most senior member of the US Senate and a decorated military veteran. D. Laws UAA 

383. 2011 John, Katie d Athabascan elder who has made lifelong contributions to the state of AK both 
in land rights and in the preservation of Alaska Native languages. 

D. Laws UAF 

384. 2011 Lal, Banarsi  His thirty-five plus year career was instrumental to Alaska social services and 
the state’s programs for persons with disabilities and mental health disorders.  Daughter Jo 
Heckman is a UA Regent. 

D. Laws UAF 

385. 2011 Titley, David W.  Rear Admiral Titley is Oceanographer and Navigator of the Navy and Director 
of Task Force Climate Change. (commencement speaker) 

D. Sciences UAF 

386. 2011 Calkins, Annie R.  Alaskan educator for thirty plus years. D. Education UAS 

387. 2011 Reeve, Stephen W.  Specialist in community planning & design; dedicated to historic preservation. D. Laws UAS 

388. 2012 Knowles, Tony  Vietnam veteran; three-term Anchorage Assembly member; two-term  
Anchorage Mayor; two-term Alaska Governor. 

D. Laws UAA 

389. 2012 Lopez, Barry  Nationally recognized author, essayist & short story writer D. Humane  
Letters 

UAA 

390. 2012 Parrish, Al  Former CEO for Providence Health & Services Alaska; former VP for Holland 
America; UAA major supporter; board member for Wells Fargo N.A and  
Chancellor’s Advisory Board  

D. Laws UAA 

391. 2012 Worl, Rosita  Anthropologist; President of Sealaska Heritage Foundation; past publisher and editor of 
Alaska Native News; Special Staff Assistant for Native Affairs (’87-’89) for Governor  
Cowper; accomplished lecturer and author 

D. Sciences UAA 

392. 2012 Leach, James  Ninth chairman of the National Endowment for the Humanities; previously served 30 years 
representing Iowa in the U.S. House of Representative. (commencement speaker) 

D. Laws UAF 

393. 2012 Pierce, Danny  Painter, printmaker, sculptor, author, illustrator and teacher D. Fine Arts UAF 

394. 2012 Samuelson, Jr., H. Robin  CEO & President of the Bristol Bay Economic Development Corp.; member of the State  
Board of Fisheries; member of North Pacific Fisheries Management Council 

D. Laws UAF 

395. 2012 Borbridge, Jr., John  Teacher and coach at Sheldon Jackson High School (’55-’61) and Juneau-Douglas High  
School (’61-’67); dedicated efforts on the Alaska Native issues including the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA). 

D. Laws UAS 

396. 2013 Notti, Emil  First president of the Alaska Federation of Natives and a central force behind  D. Humane  UAA 
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the passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971 (ANCSA); past president for 
Doyon Limited, past trustee for the Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation Board and served 30yrs 
as a National Bank of Alaska board member.  

Letters 

397. 2013 Sexton, Tom  Distinguished teacher, scholar and poet; founder of the UAA creative writing program; 
retired from UAA 1994 and confirmed by the Alaska Legislature as Alaska’s Poet Laureate  
in 1995. 

D. Humane  
Letters 

UAA 

398. 2013 Sackett, John  Retired State Senator and first president of Doyon Limited. D. Laws UAF 

399. 2013 Smith, George  While a graduate student at UAF, his thesis became the first manual to identify and analyze 
mammal bones from archeological sites throughout Alaska.  

D. Humane  
Letters 

UAF 

400. 2013 Northrip, Charles  Founder of the Gavel to Gavel legislative broadcasting service based in Juneau. D. Laws UAS 

401. 2013 Baichtal, James C.  Forest geologist with the Tongass National Forest; long-time collaborator and trainer of  
students in theory and methods of field research and excavation of fossils.  

D. Sciences UAS 

402. 2014 Hills, Alex  A distinguished service professor at Carnegie Mellon University and an Alaskan; in the early 1970’s he began 
developing Alaska’s public radio network focusing on stations above the Arctic Circle; brought modern 
communication to Alaska’s Native villages; established the first high-speed wireless network 
at Carnegie Mellon University which served as the prototype for modern Wi-Fi networks; past UAA professor 
and CITO at UA.  

D. Letters UAA 

403. 2014 Workman, William and 
Karen 

 Both archaeologists; William, UAA Professor Emeritus of Anthropology taught at UAA  
1974-2005; Karen, adjunct professor at UAA since 1962; both are national recognized and highly 
valued throughout Alaska for their knowledge and steadfast work in the area of both cultural 
anthropology and archaeology. 

D. Letters UAA 

404. 2014 
fall 

Smith, Vernon L.  The first Rasmuson Chair of Economic at UAA (2002-05); Awarded the Nobel Memorial  
Prize in Economic Sciences by the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences; founder and  
president on the International Foundation for Research in Experimental Economics and  
strong financial supporter of UAA. 

D. Letters UAA 

405. 2014 Boertje, Rodney  Worked for AK Dept. of Fish & Game for 31years; his published research was indispensable 
in establishing the biological & ecological framework for wildlife management programs in 
Interior AK and around the state. 

D. Science UAF 

406. 2014 Nick, Robert Yuukaq  Has served since 1963 in rural education, public housing, small business, school board, Alaska 
Native political organization and economic development positions; was instrumental in the 
formation of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

D. Laws UAF 

407. 2014 Kitka, Julie  Current president of the Alaska Federation of Nations; one of seven Commissioners on the Denali 
Commission. 

D. Laws UAF 

408. 2014 Hunsaker, David  Writer, novelist, screenwriter, actor, director, playwright, teach and musician; founder and artistic 
director of Naa Kahidi Theater which is dedicated to plays based on Alaska Native stories. 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

409. 2014 Zerbetz, Evon  Consummate artist in the fields of photography, printmaking, bookmarking and poetry; her 
nationally recognized reputation is based primarily on her spectacular linocuts and her meticulous 
dedication to craftsmanship. 

D. Fine Arts UAS 

410. 2015 Schumaker, Peggy  Served as Alaska’s State Writer Laureate 2010-12; author of several poetry collections; was 
awarded the National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship in Poetry; Poet in residence at the 

D. Letters UAA 
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Stadler Center for Poetry at Bucknell University (1999); retired Professor Emerita from UAF  

411. 2015 
fall 

Hunt, Karen  First woman appointed to the Superior Court in Anchorage (1984-2000); founding president 
of Anchorage Association of Women Lawyers; at UAA developed and taught “Women and  
the Law” course; served as a visiting professor at Puget Sound Law School; first women  
invited as faculty of the National Judicial College 

D. Laws UAA 

412. 2015 Bartman, Gusty  Yup’ik elder who has made contributions to Yup’ik language preservation and documentation; 
teacher of Yup’ik language and heritage; community wellness advocate inspiring people to abstain 
from alcohol and substance abuse; professional boxer and boxing instructor 

D. Laws UAF 

       

413. 2015 Marshall, Jr., Thomas  While working for the State of Alaska as a geologist he selected land on the north slope 
which was vindicated in 1968 when a discovery well was drilled at Prudhoe Bay and in 1969 a 
lease sale brought $900M to AK; instrumental in forming the Alaska Geological Society in 1957; 
Honorary Lifetime Membership Awardee from the American Association of  
Petroleum Geologists  

D. Science UAF 

414. 2015 Senungetuk, Ronald  Artist and educator; one of the nation’s leading Native artists renowned for his wood and  
silver creations; founded (1965) and directed the Native Arts Center at UAF; one of the  
first members of the Alaska State Council on the Arts; 2014 Governor’s Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in the Arts and Humanities; UAF emeritus professor 

D. Fine Arts UAF 

415. 2015 Corbus, William  Former Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Revenue (2002); as commissioner served as 
trustee of the Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation, Alaska State Pension Investment Board; owner 
of Alaska Electric Light and Power (Juneau); visionary businessman and civic leader 

D. Laws UAS 

416. 2015 Rofkar, Teri  Tlingit artist with work displayed at international, national, statewide and local venues; Rasmuson 
Award for Distinguished Artist of the Year (2013); Native Arts & Cultures Foundation Traditional 
Arts Fellowship (2013); recognized by the National Endowment for 
the Arts as a National Heritage Fellow (2009); 2004 Governor’s Award for Alaska Native  
Art; Smithsonian Visiting Scholar at the National Museum of the American Indian (2003) 

D. Fine Arts UAS 

417. 2016 Leask, Janie  President of AFN from 1982-89; vice president of community development for National  
Bank of Alaska; president and CEO of First Alaskans Institute from 2006-11 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

418. 2016 Fleagle, Elizabeth  Inupiaq Elder who worked as a nursing assistant and worked in hospital settings with TB patients 
in Anchorage and Fairbanks; retired from UAF in 2006 as a janitor then dedicated her time 
working in classrooms as resident Elder, mentor, teacher, and healer; spent numerous 
years working with youth and adults in programs such as Hut’lee STEM Project, Rural  
Human services, Human services Cohort Program, and the Trust Training Cooperative 

D. Education UAF 

419. 2016 Richter-Menge, Jacqueline  Research civil engineer at the US Army Cold Regions Research and Engineering Lab in Hanover, 
NH; editor for multiple NOAA reports and chairing national committees on Arctic issues; many of 
her field projects and publications have been done in collaboration with past 
or present UAF researchers 

D. Science UAF 

420. 2016 Trimble, Gilbert  Traditional Chief of his Neets’aii Gwich’in people in Arctic Village; Second Traditional  D. Laws UAF 
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Chief of the Tanana Chiefs Conference region; Episcopal priest; dedicated his life towards 
the health and betterment of all Alaskans 

421. 2016 Lane, Sandro  Co-owner of Trident Seafoods Corporation and Director of Trident’s Nutritional Supplement 
Division; founder and CEO of Alaska Protein Recovery, LLC 2002-12 which enhances the marine 
ecosystem by protecting it from impacts of discarded fisheries waste; founder, president/CEO of 
Taku Smokeries/Taku Fisheries which created a European style cold  
smoked salmon for local consumption; published several papers on salmon genetics during  
his Master’s program at UA 

D. Laws UAS 

       

       

422. 2016 Edward K. Thomas  President of Tlingit and Haida Central Council 1984-2014; director of Indian education for  
the Ketchikan School District 1975-1984; has made significant and enduring contributions to 
educational efforts, governmental relations, business development, and civic organizations on 
regional, statewide, and national levels 

D. Laws UAS 

423. 2016 
fall 

Katherine Gottlieb  President/CEO of Southcentral Foundation;  is best known for transforming health care services 
for Alaska Native people and recognized with the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship Genius 
Award for providing high-quality healthcare and effective prevention services even in the face  
of poverty and geographic isolation 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

424. 2016 
fall 

John Rader  Worked as Anchorage’s first in-house city attorney; was elected to the first Alaska Legislature in 
1958; served as Alaska’s attorney general under Governor Egan; was elected to the State Senate in 
1968 and reelected in 1972 and noted by the ADN as one of the ablest legislators Alaska has  
ever had  

D. Laws UAA 

425. 2017 Bella Hammond   Originally from Bristol Bay and raised in Dillingham; served as Alaska’s first lady from  
1974-1982; she was known as the quiet compass behind the governor; formed the First Lady 
Volunteer Awards honoring volunteerism in AK;  is recognized for her strength and politeness  
in public life; has lived in a time of incredible change and is an excellent historian about a  
critical time in Alaska’s history 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

426. 2017 Ann Parrish  Received her BBA from UAA in 1978; has devoted her energy and talent to UA as a donor, first  
female president of the Board of Regents, chair of UA Foundation and a creative spark for UAA’s 
Celebrity Chef Invitational fundraiser; helped launch the Renaissance Project to renovate UAA’s 
Cuddy Center for culinary arts students and was a 2003 Bullock Prize for Excellence recipient  

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

       

427. 2017 Karen Perdue  Retired in 2014 as CEO of Alaska State Hospital and Nursing Home Association;  was the 
Associate Vice President for Health at UA (2001-2010) and served as Alaska’s Commission of 
Health and Social Services (1994-2001) where she led efforts in welfare reform and developed 
Denali KidCare and Smart Start 

D. Laws UAF 

428. 2017 C.B. Bettisworth  Lifelong Alaska resident and dedicated Fairbanks community member; principal architect in  
charge of many notable and award-winning projects throughout Alaska; extensive public service 
record and in 2015 was elevated to the prestigious “College of Fellows” of the American Institute 

D. Laws UAF 
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of Architects for those achieving a high standard of excellence in the profession 

429. 2017 Mark Torre Jorgenson  Developed an outstanding international reputation in permafrost sciences; received his MS in Land 
Resource Management at UAF; provided extensive assistance to state, federal and private 
agencies on the development and land restoration of the Arctic Coastal Plain and is an influential 
and prominent international Arctic scientist 

D. Sciences UAF 

430. 2017 Lorrie Heagy  A pioneer music teacher; completed the highly selective Sistema Fellow Program at the New 
England Conservatory; created the Juneau Alaska Music Matters program; 2011 Alaska Teacher of 
the Year and received the 2009 Yale Distinguished Music Educator Award 

D. Education UAS 

431. 2017 Ruth Demmert  Recognized regionally, statewide and nationally for her contribution to indigenous Tlingit  
language, knowledge and culture and shares her knowledge and linguistic fortitude with  
generations of language learners, teachers and advocates 

D. Education UAS 

432. 2017 
fall 

Roy Madson d Received a Meritorious Service Award in 1994 from UAA; received his law degree from 
Northwestern College of Law (1953); served as city and borough attorney in Kodiak; first chair  
of the advisory board for Kodiak Community College; first Alaska Native to serve on the UA 
Board of Regents (1973) and remains the only Alaska Native to have served the Superior Court 
of  the Alaska Judiciary   

D. Humane 
Letters 

 
UAA 

433. 2018 
 

Johnnie Ellis  Attended UAA and received his undergraduate degree in Political Science from Claremont 
McKenna College, graduating with honors in 1982; Business owner in Anchorage before perusing 
life in public service; elected to the Alaska State Senate in 1992, where he served as minority 
leader, majority leader, and finance committee member; prioritized education and policy and 
supported funding for k-12 and the university, supporting the UAA nursing and teacher education 
programs as well as many capital projects at UA 

D. Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

434. 2018 Randall Fleischer  Received a Bachelor of Music Education from Oberlin Conservatory of Music; was the associate  
Director of the National Symphony Orchestra and has conducted musicians such as YoYo Ma and 
has conducted for George and Lara Bush; directed the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra since 1999 

D. Fine  
Arts 

UAA 

435. 2018 Fran Ulmer  Appointed by President Obama to the National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill and  Offshore Drilling; appointed by President Obama as the chair of the U.S. Arctic 
Research Commission; served as special advisor to Secretary of State John Kerry on Arctic and 
Science Policy; received a bachelor degree and law degree from the University of Wisconsin Law 
School; served as mayor of Juneau, Alaska House minority leader, Lt. Governor of Alaska, 
Chancellor of UAA  

D. Humane;  
Letters 

UAA 

436. 2018 Loretta Afraid of Bear Cook  Oglala Lakota Elder; indigenous leader, teacher, ceremonial, cultural ambassador, and an advocate 
for cultural preservation; advocate for political and human rights issues of native peoples 
throughout the U.S. and around the world; served in her federal tribal government as Aid to Tribal 
Government Public Relations person; involved in the movement to have the Federal government 
honor the treaties of 1851 and 1868 by returning the Black Hills to the Oceti Sakowin (Lakota, 
Dakota, Nakota people); represented the views of the Nations that make up the Oceti Sakowim to 
Washington D.C. 

D. of 
Humanities 

UAF 

437. 2018 Jacob Anagi Adams Sr.  Grew up in Barrow (now known as Utqiagvik); graduated from Mt. Edgecombe High School and D. of Laws UAF 
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attended UAF before returning to the North Slop where he was elected to the Barrow City Council 
at the age of 21 and eventually went on to become the mayor of both Barrow and the North Slope 
Borough; helped to establish the Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission; his business career 
includes service as the CEO of Arctic Slope Regional Corporation  

438. 2018 James “Hobo Jim” Varsos  Composed songs about commercial fishing, sled dog racing, mining, and logging; performed for 
presidential inaugurations and world-wide audiences; authored over 600 songs, some of which 
have been recorded by the nation’s most prominent artists 

D. of Fine Arts UAF 

439. 2018 Bruce Botelho  Served as the Alaska’s Attorney General for nine years, the longest of any AG; served longer than 
any other as Mayor of Juneau; his primary objective was the well-being of Alaska and its citizens; 
formed the Juneau Commission on Human rights; strong advocate of many UA projects including 
the Alaska Coastal Rainforest Center 

D. of Laws UAS 

       

440. 2018 Marie Olson  A ÁaK´w Kwáan Tlingit elder and staunch supporter of the University; earned  two certificates, 
and a Bachelor of Liberal Arts degree from UAS and continued post bachelorette studies in 
multicultural education and Tlingit language studies at UAF;  received of an Honoring Alaska’s 
Indigenous Literature award; lead the production of the League of Women Voters’ DVD 
documentary, For the Right of All: Ending Jim Crow in Alaska (2012) 

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAS 

441. 2018  
Fall 
 

Joseph Josephson  Joseph P. Josephson has a long history of political and public service in Alaska, 
dating back before statehood. His leadership in local and state government has 
contributed significantly to the well-being of Alaskans.  He has also served as adjunct 
instructor at UAA, teaching classes on civil procedure, constitutional law, elections, political 
science and on American government and state and local government.  At 85, Josephson 
continues to work as an attorney. He’s spent countless hours providing legal services to 
the underprivileged in the community, and has mentored many young lawyers throughout his 
career. 

D. of Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

442. 2019 Barbara “Bede” Trantina  Alaska Public Media’s (AKPM) program director and morning show host; Member of the Cuddle 
Corps at Providence Alaska’s Neonatal ICU.  

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

443. 2019 Sheila Toomey  Radio/TV reporter in Juneau; Alaska Nightly News in Anchorage; reporter for Daily News writing 
about criminals and politicians, but also real people in the Tales of the City column. Winner of the 
1991 Blethen Memorial Award, 2005 High-Five award from Victims for Justice, and 2014 
Howard Rock First Amendment Award from the Alaska Press Club, as well as numerous other 
awards for reporting and writing.  Taught journalism at UAA and guest workshops for the Alaska 
Press Club and the Poynter Institute.   

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

444. 2019 Rev. Anna Frank  
Frank was raised in the Old Minto village, where she lived a subsistence lifestyle in a family 
of 13 children. She began her career as a community health aide and postmistress in Minto, 
while also serving as a deacon in the Episcopal Church. After moving to Fairbanks, she 
continued in that role for the church and worked for Tanana Chiefs Conference in the Health 
Educator Department, becoming the first village traveling counselor in 1976.  In 1983, the 

D. of Laws UAF 
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Episcopal Church ordained Frank as its first female Native American priest.  In her various 
roles, Frank has served as a counselor, confidante and source of spiritual strength. She has 
served on the boards of numerous organizations, including the Denakkanaaga elders group 
and the Alaska Commission on Aging. At UAF, she has been an elder advisor to the rural 
human services program. 

445. 2019 Richard Carstensen  A Southeast Alaska naturalist who has made the region’s ecological, cultural systems and 
landscape evolution his primary field of research. He is the co-founder of and senior naturalist for 
Discovery Southeast, an organization that promotes environmental education, research, and 
awareness. He is a renowned cartographer, researcher, and innovator. Carstensen has had a career 
of over 40 years, working with numerous state and federal agencies, private companies, and 
educational institutions in sharing his knowledge and methods.  Carstensen’s educational focus 
includes study of biogeography, landforms, natural communities, forest, alpine and stream 
ecology, birding, mammals, wild edibles, tracking and sign interpretation, GIS mapping and air 
photo interpretation, journaling, and field sketching. His pioneering use of drone-assisted aerial 
photography was used to locate and catalog some of the Tongass National Forest’s oldest and 
tallest trees. In this effort he was updating previous work on the Landmark Tree Project, a decade-
long, science-based effort to map the old-growth evergreens of Southeast Alaska. 

D. Sciences UAS 

446. 2019 
 Fall 
 

Margaret L. Brown  A lifelong Alaskan of Yup'ik descent, Margaret "Margie" L. Brown is from Takotna, a small 
village in central Alaska.  She earned a bachelor's degree in biology from the University of Oregon 
and a Master of Business Administration from the University of Colorado.  In 1976, Brown joined 
Cook Inlet Region Inc. (CIRI), where she was enrolled as an Alaska Native shareholder, not long 
after CIRI was established under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971. After joining 
CIRI as an assistant land planner, her business skills established her ability to take on leadership 
roles and she quickly rose through the company's executive ranks. Brown was named president 
and CEO of CIRI in 2005 and served in this role until her retirement in 2013.  During her long 
tenure at CIRI, Brown helped implement the Cook Inlet Land Exchange, considered to be one of 
the largest land-exchange deals in U.S. history.  Brown has served on many boards during her 
career. She currently serves as vice chair of the CIRI board of directors and chair of the CIRI 
Settlement Trust. She has served on the board of Alaska Communications, the national boards of 
The Student Conservation Association and the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American 
Indian. She also serves on the advisory board for the Alaska Airlines and has served on the 
advisory board of the University of Alaska Anchorage Honors College.  

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 
 

447. 2019     
Fall 

Peter A. Michalski  
Michalski earned his B.A. and J.D. from the University of Minnesota.  Michalski came to 
Juneau in 1971. He served as a legal asst. and asst. attorney general there for two years, then 
moved to the Fairbanks District Attorney's Office for four years. In 1977, he moved to 
Anchorage to open the Department of Law's new Office of Special Prosecutions and Appeals.  
In 1985, Gov. Bill Sheffield appointed him to the superior court of the State of Alaska. Over 
the next 27 years, Judge Michalski presided over every type of case in the superior court and 
many cases of significant statutory and constitutional interpretation.  Since retirement in 2012, 

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 
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Michalski has served on the board of the Anchorage Museum Association, the Anchorage 
Museum Foundation and the Alaska Community Foundation, which he currently chairs.  
Michalski and his wife Jo donate to and support a variety of community organizations 
including the University of Alaska, the University of Minnesota, the Anchorage Museum, 
Alaska Public Media, Alaska Legal Services, the Alaska Institute for Justice, the Anchorage 
YWCA, the Awesome Foundation of Alaska and the Alaska Community Foundation. The 
Michalski’s were honored with the 2019 Shining Lights Award given to Alaskans dedicated to 
improving the world and demonstrating the highest level of character, integrity and ethics. In 
2007 they were honored as philanthropists of the year by the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals at the National Philanthropy Day Awards Luncheon.  

448. 2020 Jean Pollard  
Pollard is a UAA alumna, retired school counselor and administrator. Her experience in both 
education and history have coalesced in her lifelong efforts to raise awareness about the 
African American troops who helped construct the Alaska Highway during World War II. 
Thanks to her work as the lead organizer for the Alaska Highway Memorial Project, scholars 
now broadly agree that the story of African Americans in Alaska during WWII quite literally 
paved the way for the modern civil rights movement.  Her Alaska History Project includes a 
curated, online archive of footage, photos, documents and memorabilia that recount the 
experience of black soldiers in WWII-era Alaska.  In spring 2017, Pollard’s efforts were 
realized when Gov. Bill Walker signed into law Senate Bill 46 to establish African American 
Soldiers Contribution to Building the Alaska Highway Day, a state day of commemoration to 
occur annually on Oct. 25.   

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 

449. 2020 Molly “Mary Elizabeth” 
McCammon 

 
McCammon came to Alaska in the early 1970s as a young journalist. She became a 
homesteader and wilderness guide in the remote Brooks Range and a public policy specialist 
working for the governor and legislature to develop natural resources and fisheries policies. 
McCammon is most proud of contributing to Alaska’s wild fish priority statute, subsistence 
priority and community development quota program. When the Exxon Valdez oil spill 
occurred, she stepped up to become executive director of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council — a position she held for 10 years. In that role, she administered one of the largest 
habitat protection programs in the nation and developed an oil spill restoration and long-term 
monitoring program now viewed as an international model.  Currently, McCammon serves as 
Alaska representative to the U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS).  Her primary 
role is executive director of the Alaska Ocean Observing System, an organization she founded 
in 2003.  Most recently, she received the Walter J. and Ermalee Hickel's Lifetime 
Achievement Award by the Alaska Sealife Center. 

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 
 

450. 2020 John Torgerson  
John Torgerson has honorably served his state, communities and the nation with great 
distinction. An Alaska resident since 1950, Torgerson has lived in Fairbanks, Seward and 
currently Kasilof, where he’s resided since 1975.  Torgerson has a long list of roles include 

D. of Laws UAA 
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serving as chairman of the Alaska Redistricting Board, special assistant to the Commissioner 
of Transportation, acting director of the Alaska Vocational Technical Center, acting executive 
director of the Kenai Peninsula Economic Development District, executive director of the 
Kenai Peninsula Economic Development District and a member of the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough Assembly.  He also served ten years as an Alaska state senator and was chairman of 
the Resources Committee, chairman of the Joint Committee on Natural Gas Pipelines, co-chair 
of the Finance Committee and vice chair of the Labor and Commerce Committee.  From April 
2018 to April 2019, he was as the interim federal co-chair of the Denali Commission, which 
was established by U.S. Congress in 1998 to fund economic development and infrastructure in 
rural Alaska and serve as the lead agency to assist communities facing coastal erosion, 
flooding and permafrost degradation threats. Torgerson was nominated for the position by 
Alaska’s congressional delegation and appointed by U.S. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross.  
Torgerson’s long-lasting impact, while co-chairing the Senate Finance Committee in 2000, he 
authored and sponsored legislation creating the Technical Education Vocational Education 
Program. 

451.  2020 Clark Gruening  
Gruening is known throughout Alaska for his contributions to our state. Born in California, 
but raised in Juneau, Clark graduated from Juneau Douglas High School in 1961. University 
of Oregon granted him a bachelor’s degree in political science in 1965, and he earned his Juris 
Doctor with honors from George Washington University in 1969. Clark is the grandson of the 
well-known Ernest Gruening, who was the Alaska territorial governor from 1939 to 1953. 
Clark served two terms in the House of Representatives for the Alaska Legislature. During 
this time, he was key to the creation of the Alaska Permanent Fund. There is a long list of his 
contributions to our state’s philanthropic and public service sectors, including many years of 
work with the Juneau Community Foundation, the Foraker Group, Southeast Alaska 
Independent Living (SAIL) and Outdoor Recreation Community Access (ORCA), among 
many other organizations. 

D. of Laws UAS 

452.  2020 Randy J. Brown  
As a young man, Brown lived a remote subsistence lifestyle near Eagle, Alaska. After he and 
his wife and family moved to Fairbanks, he studied at UAF and earned a bachelor’s degree in 
biology and a master’s degree in fisheries science. While working at the Fairbanks Fisheries 
Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, he established himself as a preeminent fisheries 
biologist in Alaska, documenting his work with 21 peer-reviewed journal publications and 
numerous agency reports. Throughout his career, he has served as a mentor to UAF students, a 
valuable contact for researchers and a facilitator of dozens of projects on federal lands. His 
projects have greatly increased information about many Alaska fish species, providing for 
both resource conservation and user harvest opportunities. 

D. Sciences UAF 

453. 2020 Richard Savik Glenn  
Glenn was raised in the San Francisco Bay area, but in his teenage years lived several 
summers with family in Barrow, where he learned to hunt and developed an understanding of 

D. of Laws UAF 
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and respect for sea ice. After supervising energy programs for villages throughout the North 
Slope Borough, Glenn joined ASRC in 2001. As executive vice president of external affairs, 
he is responsible for all facets of government affairs, corporate communications, and has 
served as an invaluable presence at the interface between Inupiaq and Western science and 
engineering. A certified professional geologist in Alaska, he earned a master’s degree in 
geology from UAF and has been appointed twice to the U.S. Arctic Research Commission. 

454. 2020 Willie Kasayulie  
Kasayulie grew up attending Bureau of Indian Affairs schools in Akiachak, Wrangell, and 
Chemawa, Oregon, before completing his high school education in Vermont. Since then, he 
has had a long and distinguished career promoting the health and welfare of indigenous people 
through service, activism, advocacy and reform. He is one of the founders of the Yupiit 
Nation and served as its chief. He has served with many other organizations and agencies at 
the community, state and national levels. A tireless advocate for Alaska’s public school 
students, he has served on the board of the Yupiit School District and was a plaintiff in a 
lawsuit to correct injustices he saw in Alaska education funding. His many honors include a 
Citizen of the Year Award from the Alaska Federation of Natives and the Champion of Equal 
Rights Award from the Alaska Civil Liberties Union. 

D. Education UAF 

455. 2020 Patrick J. Webber  
Webber, a professor emeritus from Michigan State University, has spent his long research 
career focused on the Arctic and cold regions. Born in England, he became a naturalized U.S. 
citizen in 1992 and has long considered Alaska as his “home base” for research. He is 
recognized as a pioneer in the study of Arctic vegetation, including studies to evaluate the 
impact of the Prudhoe Bay oil field on plant and animal ecosystems. During four years as a 
program director at the National Science Foundation, Webber fostered the growth of funding 
for Arctic research and advised investigators and institutions about proposal strategy and 
opportunity.  This greatly benefited Arctic sciences, many UAF faculty and students, and the 
Toolik Field Station. His many leadership positions included the presidency of the 
International Arctic Science Committee from 2002-2006. In 2010, he received the first 
International Arctic Science Medal. 

D. Sciences UAF 

456.  2020 
Fall 

Bill Sheffield  
Served in the U.S. Air Force during World War II, Sheffield also worked as a sales and 
service representative for Sears Roebuck. Moved to Alaska in 1953 after earning the title of 
top salesman in the country for four years straight. This experience later allowed he and 
partner Brad Phillips to purchase and established the Anchorage Inn.  Eventually, Sheffield 
bought out his business partner, expanded his hotel holdings and grew his hotel empire to 19 
properties in Alaska and the Yukon territories.  In 1975, recognized for his business acumen, 
Sheffield was elected to the Anchorage Charter Commission.  From 1982 to 1986 he served as 
the fifth governor of Alaska.  As governor, he consolidated the state’s four time zones into 
two and is responsible for creating Alaska Standard Time. Sheffield also helped facilitate the 
purchase of the Alaska Railroad from the federal government and commissioned the 

D. of  
Humane 
Letters 

UAA 
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construction of Spring Creek Correctional Facility in Seward.  After leaving the governor’s 
office, Sheffield went on to helm the Alaska Railroad and became port director for the 
Municipality of Anchorage until he retired in January 2011.  Sheffield leaves his indelible 
legacy of leadership in Alaska. 

 

 
 


