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1ds say ‘Quyan

Toksook Bay Yup'ik writing class expresses thanks
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drums@alaskanewspapers.com
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The third-grade Yugtun (Yup'ik) writing class of Nelson Island
School in Toksook Bay wrote about things they are thankful for.
Each student was to pick one favorite item among three. Then

3 the students themselves took photographs. Student cameras are
WHOGH (RiyBiing rieq (amelc. CIUAAL made possible through a grant by University of Alaska

negkaugut. Assikanka negnirqut. Wangkuta . Qs
piteliruukut Cilugam caniani. Amllelrianek Fairbanks under Dr. Sabine Siekmann.

cuukvagnek pitellruukut.
— IGARTII MARR'AQ LOGAN CHARLES

The ab

phast d into Yup'ik:

parag!

Nunakauyarmi elitnaulriit 3rd grade-ami yugtun igallruut
quyatmeggnek. Tamakut quyateteng tarenraillruit.
Tarenraircuutet cikiutet Fairbanks-amek aturluki. Dr. Sabine
Siekman-am piumanarivkallrua wangkutnun yugtun elitnauril-

Barbie-doll-amek kiputellruatnga. Aataka
quyamaallruaga tuall’ aatama kiulua, “li-i.” Tuall’
ikirtellruaqa ikirtesqellraku. Assikellruaga.
Aatama kiputellrua. Naanguakegtaaraq
unuaquaqgan aquigut'laryagaga. Tuall’
aquicuirunaku naanguaq nutaraunrillrani.

— IGARTII YUS'UK CHARLEE FRIDAY

Wiinga Quyayarami pii

quyalartua.

— IGARTII ARNAPAGAQ AUNATONE SIPARY

pimtenek quyalartua.
Aanaka tekitagan quyalartua. Aatama
kenkaqaanga quyalartua. llanggerama

riani.)

Wiinga nerellruunga turkey-mek. Negnilillruunga.
Cali piliruunga nangutellruunga tuall’ aquilua
yakicimaamek. Yuut nerlartut school-ami.
Nerellruut turkey-mek cali ayugenrilngurnek
ilaluku nertuut. Yuut nunaniryugluteng.

— IGARTII ANGALGAQ MARY TWITCHELL

o'
Wiinga aanaka piipicuayaputlu tamarmek
tarenraircigagka. Aanamnek quyaunga cali
piipimnek quyaunga. Tamarmek kenkagka.
Aanama kiputaqanga camek quyatuunga.
Piipicuaput maktagan tangtuanga quyanganani.

Wiinga quyaunga aklumnek, aanamnek,
piipimtenek-llu. Aanaka piipiga-llu kenkagka.
Aklumnek quyaunga caknek. Atulguciqanka
aklunka. Aanama aklunek kiputetuanga. Cali
piipiput aklunek kiputetua. Quyaunga
aanamnek.

— IGARTII MANCUAQ PAYTON CHANAR

AN\

— IGARTII ATAAT HENRY

Children working toward our language

Editor’s note: The following letter by
University of Alaska Fairbanks professor
Walkie Charles was written in respouse to
Thanksgiving letters that appeared
in the Nov. 28 edition of the Tundra
Drums. The letters were written by
students in the third-grade Yugtun
(Yup'ik) writing class in Toksook
Bay. The University of Alaska Fairbanks is
helping with the effort to promote the traditional
Yrip'k culture.

Ukut mikelnguut yuuciteng nasvagait
igallermegteggun. Quyanaqvaa-lI' mikeln-
guut ikayircirluteng elitnauristemeggnek
Kass‘artaat aturluki nasvakait yuuciteng.

Wani igani mikelnguut igartut tarenrairir-

raarluten tarenrairissuutetgun nem'eggni

cayarallermeggnek cucukiluteng taren-

grairarkameggnek. Kiingan taugaam
tarenrairivkenateng igalriit tau-

GQMMEJ!T mek cucukillermeggnek.
WALKIE CHARLES
For The Tundra Drums

Kass‘artaunrilata cucukelteng
igaqait ilungluteng igalteng pir-
pakluki. Amllerem ilateng

kenekniluki igartut. Allat-llu cali naangua-
meggnek quyaluteng. [lait cali nerrlegmeg-

gnek qanemciluteng qigcikluku cat tamal-
Kkuita ner'arkat

Waten cingumakumteki Mikelnguut elitn-

aurvigni yuuciit nasvagluki elitenruurciqut
These children express their livelihood

through their individual writings. What a

great experience that the children have,

with the aid of their teachers, in sharing
who they are and where they come from
with the help of technology. These pic-
tures, taken by children, share their every-
day lives and writing about them.

Since all the information the children are
writing about comes from their own
homes, they write with enthusiasm, pride
and respect of their individual families,
appreciate and gratitude of their play toys.
Arnaucuaq, Angilan, Ugsungag,
Pengurkaq, Ataat, and Arnapagaq all share
their devotion to family members, as well
as how they are grateful to have family.
Yus'uk and Angalgaq Tulik write about
their play time with toys that they enjoy
having. Others share the types of foods

they enjoy eating — both domestic and tra-
ditional. Tuquller C,, Tuquller ], Marr'ag,
and Angalgaq Twitchell all bring to the
table foods from home that otherwise the
audience might not have known. In all
these language experiences each child
exposes the priceless funds of knowledge
of acommunity of Yup'ik people.

If we allow our children more opportu-
nities to write from what they know, from
their own personal backgrounds, imagine
how much strength can come out of their
learning in the future.

Walkie Charles is a professor with the Alaska
Native Language Center at the University of
Alaska Fairbanks.
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Quyaunga neqnek. Neget neqnirqut. Mermi
uitatuut. Irunanek kuvyarluta pissutuaput cali
manatuaput. Kuvyakun aataka-llu Tugsucuarmi
neqgsullrukuk. Pingayunek irunanek pitellrukuk
malrugnek-llu kavirlignek. Utertellemteni
enemtenun tekiluta. Kavirliq aanama kenillrua.
Anglanillruyaaglua taqutellrateng nerellruunga
negnililua. Nernermek naangullua unullrani
inarrluta gavagariua.

— |GARTII TUQULLER ABRAHAM JULIUS

tagluni-llu.

Quyaunga piipimtenek. Piipimta ikayularaanga.
Cali caarkaitagama aquigucartularaanga. Cali
kipusvigmun kangaragama kiimellua piipiput
aqvaqualuni taituug wangni. Quyakacagatunga
aipaqaqamku piipiput.

— IGARTII UQSUNGAQ SAMIE PITKA

Wiinga nerellruunga kaugpamek, negnilullruunga
suupamek. Cali pillruunga cetamanek pillruunga.
Agsilruunga. Ellmi pillruunga. Enemteni pillemni
ganercuun anutellruaqa tuall’ maltayami
tagellruunga.

Wiinga naanguaga
atullruaqa.
Enemteni naanguaq
uitaug. Aatama
pillruanga
naanguamek
nunarpagmek.
Aquigutetuaga
piciatun.
Kangaruarcetuaga
anglanilua.
Nusainag-llu
aquigutetuapuk.
Aanaka ganellruug,
“Assikuquurlutek.”
Tuall’ wiinga inarrlua.

~ 1GARTII

ANGALGAQ AVERY
TULIK

— IGARTII TUQULLER ERIC CARL

Wiinga quyaunga anngagamnek. Ayatuukuk
angyakun. Taqukassutuukuk cali
amirkassutuukuk cali tungunqussutuukuk.
Ayatuukuk Niugtarmi. Anngaqa kenkaga,
ikayutuanga.

— |GARTII ANGILAN NOLAN CHARLES

Quyakacagartua piipnmtenek PilDIpU( nanguallruq naanguamek. Cali piipiput wiinga
tegumiaqellruaga. Ellami cali tegumiaqetuaga. Cali tangvallruanga. Piipiput tangssuumaagellruuq

Wiinga
assikellruaqa
naanguaga enemni
assikenruaqa.
Assilria naanguagq,
iliini allurtelaraatnga
naanguamnek.
Wiinga allamek
piaglua.
Assikellruaga
naanguaq
kipusvigmi. Aanaka
qanrutellruaga,
“Una kiputegerru.”
Yaartuq aanaka.
Wiinga quyaunga.
~ |GARTII
NALUGARALRIA
PEARL BALLUTA

Quyaunga
tegustengullemnek
Qaariitaami. Yuut
gaariitaaragata
alingetuut
kegginaqunek.
Tuall’ tagkata
neragluteng
kiantinek,
neqnililuteng.
Wiinga yuut ilait
ikayurluki.

~ IGARTII

AYAKARTUR ETHAN
LINCOLN

— IGARTII ARNAUCUAQ NICOLE LINCOLN

Wiinga quyaunga piipimtenek
yaqulecuaramtenek-llu. Piipiput paissikelatuug
enemteni. Piipimta assikaanga. Yaquleput
alingetuuq agtussaagagamteggu cage-aani.
Tengautuuq. Assikaqa yaquleput. Piipiput
keggmiatuuq augkunek, ABC-aanek. Augallemku
keggellruanga, gialua-llu.

~ IGARTII PENGURKAQ ADRIANA THERCHIK




