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Overview on RPPR 



NIH Implementation of RPPR 

•  OMB mandated that federal agencies implement 
a federal-wide Research Performance Progress 
Report (RPPR) for required annual or other 
interim performance reporting on research grant 
and cooperative agreement awards. 

•  Purpose is to standardize recipient reporting on 
federally-funded research projects. 

•  NIH started RPPR use for Streamlined Non-
competing Award Process (SNAP) and Fellowship 
progress reports beginning 10/19/2012. 



Some Notes about the NIH RPPR 
•  On the “RPPR” tab in the NIH Commons. 
•  PI chooses whether to prepare an eSNAP or RPPR 

before starting the report.  Only way to change this is 
through the Commons Helpdesk after one is chosen. 

•  The format the PI sees for completion will 
automatically include any additional data that is 
required for the type of award (e.g., RCR and 
Sponsor Comments for F-series). 

•  Components of the RPPR are on tabs at the top of the 
screen, just like eSNAP sections. 

•  Attachments must be .pdf (as with other NIH 
submissions). 



Some Notes about the NIH RPPR 
•  Instructions (and other great info) on the NIH website: 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/rppr/  
•  Some instructions are general, straight from the OMB 

format.  HHS specific info is included, under the general 
guidance, using the HHS logo (looks like the SF-424 
instructions). 

•  There are blue question marks throughout the RPPR to click 
on for additional info.  Links to a help screen. 

•  Review the final PDF before submitting.  That PDF is what 
NIH sees. 

•  HRSA is not participating in the NIH version of the RPPR. 
•  Change in effort is the only place in RPPR where it is 

appropriate to submit a prior approval request as part of the 
RPPR.  All others require separate requests to NIH’s Office of 
Grants Management via OGCA. 



Some Notes about the NIH RPPR 
•  Sometimes whole sections are “Not Applicable”.  If they DO 

apply for the grant, the section will be available. 
•  Separate section in report to address supplements with the 

ability to add info on multiple supplements. 
•  Section on Foreign Components: 

•  First tier subawards to foreign institutions 
•  Total amount by country, not by individual foreign component 

•  Section for Special Reporting Required by terms in NoA: 
•  Includes a link to NoA 
•  Able to upload multiple attachments, if necessary for the 

particular project 
•  When other support (OS) is required, be sure to include the 

current grant in the OS (different from JIT) 



Publications and the RPPR 
•  There is a link between RPPR and MyNCBI for publications: 

•  Checks for compliance with Public Access Policy, submission to Pub Med. 
•  Able to refresh for updates while RPPR is in progress. 
•  System allows us to submit RPPR with noncompliant publication(s), with a 

warning message. 
•  PI receives automated email to address the noncompliance. 

•  If submitted with noncompliant publications: 
•  Email to PI will contain instructions that the PI needs to follow to complete the 

Progress Report Additional Materials (PRAM) via the NIH Commons. 
•  Only PI can initiate this action in the Commons. 
•  Link appears automatically when RPPR with non-compliant publications is 

submitted. 
•  PI enters info, routes to OGCA, and OGCA submits.  This is like most other 

Commons submissions. 



Publications and the RPPR 
•  Keep my myNCBI account up to date throughout the year, and it will be very 

easy to do this section of the RPPR 



RPPR/eSNAP: What’s the same? 
•  NIH systems pre-populate information 

•  PD/PI info, grant number, project title/period 

•  My NCBI/publications 

•  Substance 

•  Progress, study results, significance, changes 

•  Information required by NIH policies/compliance 

•  Human subjects education, inclusion enrollment, human 
embryonic stem cells 



RPPR/eSNAP: What’s new? 
•  Separate screens for each component (8) 

•  Format for answering questions 

•  Checkbox 

•  Text box 

•  Only accept rich text format 

•  Do not enter any symbols 

•  Character limit 

•  PDF uploads 

•  “Nothing to Report” 

•  If the question is not applicable to your grant or if you have no 
change or progress to report 

 



RPPR/eSNAP: What’s new? (continued) 

•  RPPR data fields are specific to your grant type 
and grant number only. 
•  All active sections are or can be relevant to your grant. 
•  Data fields not relevant to your grant will be grayed 

out or labeled “Not Applicable.” 

•  After you have submitted the first RPPR, future 
applications will be pre-populated. 
•  Information from other databases, proposals, previous 

progress reports 



RPPR/eSNAP: What’s new? (continued) 

•  Foreign component information 
•  Subaward dollars 
•  Organizational affiliation of personnel 

•  Participants 
•  Effort rounded to nearest whole person month 
•  Prior approval request for reduction of >25% for PD/PI 

or other individual designated on NoA 
•  Only applicable if the change coincides with the budget 

period; otherwise, separate prior approval and acceptance 
required before reducing 



7 Types of RPPR: 
Examples of Differences 

•  R01-like 
•  Standard RPG 
•  Basis for development of other types 

•  Individual CDA 
•  Mentor report 
•  RCR reporting 

•  Training 
•  Trainee Diversity Report 
•  RCR reporting 
•  Tables 12A/B & program statistics, if applicable 



7 Types of RPPR: 
Examples of Differences (continued) 

•  Fellowship 
•  Sponsor comments 
•  RCT reporting 

•  Education (e.g., R13, R15, T36) 
•  No reporting on technology or invention products, resource 

sharing, impact on infrastructure, tech transfer 
 



7 Types of RPPR: 
Examples of Differences (continued) 

•  SBIR/STTR 
•  Report on technology transfer, product development status, and 

commercialization plan 

•  Complex 
•  Parent reporting similar to R01-like 
•  Project/core(s) reporting on accomplishments, technologies, 

products, resource sharing, publications, hESCs, human subjects 



Available RPPR’s 

Activity Codes 

R01-like SNAPs D71, DP1, DP5, G08, G11, G13, P40, R00, R01, R03, 
R18, R21, R33, R34, R36, R37, R56, RC1, RC2, RL1, 
S10, S21, S22, SC1, SC2, SC3, UB1, UC2, UH1, UH2, 
UH3, UP5, P01, P20, P30, P40, P41, P50, PL1, R24, 
S11, U01, U10, U19, U24, U34, U54 

Individual K SNAPs K01, K02, K05, K06, K07, K08, K18, K22, K23, K24, 
K25, K26, K99, KL1 

Education SNAPs D43, K30, R13, R25, RL5, T14, T36, U13, U2R 

Fellowships F05, F30, F31, F32, F33, F34, F37 

SBIR/STTR SNAPs R41, R42, R43, R44, U43, U44 



Non-SNAP Applications 
•  Implementation of the RPPR for non-SNAP awards 

in pilot 

•  Paper PHS 2590 must be used for progress reports 
for awards that require annual budgets 

•  E.g., Training (T) awards 



Due Dates 
•  Due Dates are the same as today: 

•  SNAP – 45 days prior to the start of the next budget 
period 

•  Fellowships – two months prior to the start of the next 
budget period 



Due Dates (comtinued) 

•  Locate due dates: 

•  Notice of Award (NoA) – May indicate a different due 
date which supersedes the above dates.  Consult NoA’s 
to determine when SNAP procedures apply 

•  eRA Commons Status system 

•  eRA Quick Queries system 

•  Automatic email notifications sent to the PD/PI prior 
to due date 



RPPR Sections 

A.  Cover Page 

B.  Accomplishments 

C.  Products 

D.  Participants 

E.  Impact 

F.  Changes 

G.  Special (NIH) Reporting Requirements 

H.  Budget – SF424 forms 
New Information Requested 



RPPR: Getting Started 



A. Cover Page 
Populated from PI’s eRA Commons profile 



B. Accomplishments 

•  Major goals = specific aims 
•  Only entered the first year of submitting RPPR; then pre-populates 
•  Changes to goals requires written approval from sponsor before RPPR 



B. Accomplishments (continued) 

§  Progress report 
§  DO NOT report publications in this section by adding them in the text 
§  Upload PDF; 6 MB max limit, 2 pages preferred 



B. Accomplishments (continued) 



B. Accomplishments (continued) 

•  Include participation in conferences, workshops and/or mentoring not 
listed under accomplishments 

•  Upload PDF, no page limit 
•  If N/A, use Nothing to Report 



B. Accomplishments (continued) 

•  If your award included a specific requirement to disseminate information, 
describe 

•  Textbox – note character limit 



B. Accomplishments (continued) 

•  Textbox – note character limit 
•  Significant changes require prior approval 



C. Products 

•  Section C1 is the ONLY place to report on publications 
•  PD/PIs are required to report all publications that arise from their NIH 

award. 
•  Publication list is populated from MyNCBI 

•  PI’s MyNCBI account and eRA Commons account must be linked 

•  Publications not compliant with the NIH Public Access Policy (no PMCID) 
can be submitted but must be remedied within 10 business days 



C. Products (continued) 



C. Products (continued) 

•  Section C5b – If the award included a required resource sharing plan, 
describe how data/resources have been shared 

•  Upload PDF, no page limit 



D. Participants 



D. Participants (continued) 

•  Prior approval request for reduction of >25% for PD/PI or other individual 
designated on NoA 
•  Only applicable if change coincides with the budget period; otherwise, separate 

prior approval & acceptance required before reducing 



D. Participants (continued) 

•  Only 1 attachment allowed 
•  for multiple new senior/key personnel, combine the PDFs and upload together 



D. Participants (continued) 

•  Upload PDF, as applicable; 
•  For MPI awards: Changing the makeup of the PIs requires prior approval; 

Change in Leadership Plan does not 



E. Impact 

•  Describe ways in which the work, findings, and specific products of the 
project have had an impact during this reporting period. 

•  Text box – note character limit 
•  Check “Nothing to Report” as applicable 



E. Impact (continued) 



F. Changes 

•  F1 – only applicable to Education awards 
•  F2 – only significant challenges need to be reported 
•  Text box – note character limit 



F. Changes (continued) 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 

•  G2 – Only applicable to K, F, education awards (RCR education) 
•  G3 – Only applicable to K, F, awards (mentor’s report) 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 
(continued) 

•  G6 – Link to hESC lines registry; use this registration number if answering Yes 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 
(continued) 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 
(continued) 

•  G9 – Note definition of Foreign Component 
•  If foreign component exists, provide name, country and description of involvement. 
•  Text box – note character limit 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 
(continued) 

•  G10 – note new requests for information – balance and explanation of how funds 
carried forward will be spent 



G. Special Reporting Requirements 
(continued) 



H. Budget 

•  H – Not currently applicable; Will be used for NON-SNAP awards 



RPPR: Completion and Routing 

•  Manage eSNAP 
•  Check for Errors and save any changes 



RPPR: Completion and Routing 
(continued) 

•  Select your GMS from the Reviewer drop-down 



RPPR: Completion and Routing 
(continued) 

•  Sign the RPPR electronically and it will be routed to the GMS for review 
and submission 



Finished! 


