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Instructions

Use this template by changing what is needed. For example if you set your GPS to a different datum, e.g. NAD27, edit the WGS84 above to read NAD27.

Print above template on archival heavy-weight paper that is tougher than regular copier paper. If laser printing, toast printout to bond ink tightly to paper (otherwise ink might float off paper in alcohol) Cut with paper cutter to prepare individual labels prior to field work and pack in water-proof ziplock or whirlpack. Prepare enough labels in advance to cover all anticipated collection events.

USA: ALASKA: loc:  Change state if needed but spell out in full – no abbreviations. Loc: is short for ‘location’, write in location name such as ‘Juneau, Heintzleman Ridge’ here.
lat (°N): Decimal degrees are the preferred format for lat/longs (correct hemisphere if needed).
lon (°W):
GPS error (WGS84):              +/-m  wpt:_________ Add the error from your GPS (in meters) or if not using a GPS write na, add GE if using Google Earth instead of a GPS. Wpt = waypoint number of the GPS if a waypoint is taken and GPS used.
extent (m): The extent, in meters, is the radius of a circle that describes the region you collected within. If you wandered 2 km while collecting and put all the specmens in one container then write 1000 (= 1 km in meters).
elev. (m):                                 code:____________ Elevation in meters (or edit template to ‘ft’ if you must). Code is an optional collecting code that you might find useful but don’t rely on codes! (too many code indices get lost and specimens become wortheless)

macrohab: The macrohabitat (e.g. back beach, alpine tundra, gravel bar)
microhab: The microhabitat (e.g. under log, carcass, on flower, under rock, on leg)
time: Either the exact time of the collection or a range indicating start – stop time.

photo(s): Best to take photos of collection sites – list photo#s here.

method: Collection method (e.g. sweep, pitfall, forceps, etc)

date: Dates should be written so the month cannot be confused with the day (e.g.   6 May 2011 – do not write “5/6/11” because most people would think this means the 5th of June rather than the 6th of May. 

coll: D. S. Sikes  Edit collector line to have your own name, write in co-collectors in field.

IMPORTANT: Place completed field label (filled out in pencil or alcohol-proof ink) inside the container (vial, bottle, bag, etc) with the specimens!

