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Prepare clay 
to ensure even 
consistency.

Center clay on 
the spinning 
wheel.

Shape carefully. Dry the pot 
slowly.

Trim excess 
clay from the 
bottom. 

Attach handles, 
spouts, etc.

Finish drying. Bisque fire to make 
the clay permanent.

Apply glaze. Fire at 2000+ degrees 
to melt the glaze.

Throw the pot.

Remove pots 
from the kiln.
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Clay Bison
France

Coil Pot
Japan

Black-figure
Pottery
Greece

Moche 
Stirrup 
Vessel 
Peru

Porcelain Vase
Ming Dynasty

Everything 
from dental 
implants to 
space shuttle 

tiles.

8,000 life-size 
terracotta 

warriors
China

Ceramics is an ancient technology developed independently 
around the world where there were natural clay deposits. From 
30,000 year old Venus �gures to ancient Greek vases and 
Peruvian water vessels, much of what we know about past 
cultures comes from their ceramic objects. 

Wedgewood Vase
Industrial 
Production

Meissen 
Porcelain
Europe

Bernard Leach
Studio Pottery

HISTORY OF CERAMICS

,
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Paint is made by combining pigment with a binder. 
Most historical changes in painting styles are connected 
to the development of new materials. 

HISTORY OF PAINTING

30,000 year old 
paintings of 
animals, such as 
lions, mammoths, 
and bison, are 
found in caves in 
Spain and France.

Pigment is mixed with water 
and painted on a thin layer 
of wet plaster. The pigment 
binds to the plaster as it 
dries. The first frescos date 
back to 1500 BC.

(egg yolk + pigment)
Egg tempera is 
very durable. 
It must be 
applied in thin 
layers, and the 
rapidly drying egg yolk mixture 
requires constant adjusting.

(gum arabic + pigment)
Watercolor as we know it 
began in the 1700s with 
the invention of moist 
watercolor cakes. They 
were transportable and 
could be taken outdoors.

Used in 
graffiti art 
1970

(linseed oil + pigment)
Oil paint originated in 
Afghanistan as early as 
500 AD. By 1500 it had 
spread and almost entirely 
replaced egg tempera. 
Paint was kept in leather 
sacks or pig bladders 
before the invention of 
paint tubes in the 1800s!

(beeswax + pigment)
Beeswax is heated 
and combined with 
pigment. This paste 
is applied to a wood 
surface, then allowed  
to cool and harden.

(plastic polymer 
+ pigment)

14  Art in the Making University of Alaska Museum of the North  15



Clean 
and 

prepare 
the plate.

Pour 
collodion 
on the 

glass plate.

Dip the 
plate into 

silver 
nitrate.

Expose 
the 

plate to 
light.

Develop 
the plate.

Fix and 
dry the 

plate.

Warm and 
varnish 

the plate.

Mix the 
chemicals.
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The word photography is derived from Latin words that mean 
"light drawing." It is a recent art form that has evolved along 
with advances in chemistry and physics. 

HISTORY OF PHOTOGRAPHY

Twin 
Lens 
Reflex

Single 
Lens 
Reflex

used 35 mm film

Instant Cameras

Precursor to the 
photographic camera, 
there was no way   
  to preserve   
  the image.
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Tear paper 
to fit the 
printing block.

Carve the 
wooden block.

Ink the wooden 
block.

Place the paper 
on top of the 
inked block.

Run the paper and 
block through the 
press to transfer 
ink to the paper.

Repeat the process 
as needed with 
different blocks 
and colors of ink.
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Printmaking was originally popular because it was one of the 
only ways of making multiples of an image. Today with the 
ease of photographic and digital reproduction, handmade 
prints are appreciated more for their unique, artistic qualities. 

HISTORY OF PRINTMAKING
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