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W‘m The land new eccupicd By the University of Alaska Fairhanks campus was called
Sule $13 Troth Yeddna' ("wild potato hill*) by the Tanana Athabascans. Oral mraditions that
?::l:*ﬂli.':;‘:'ﬂ 3 foeus on place names have been documented through the Alaska Native Language
STT-EPIETHG Fan Center, the Interior Aleutians Campus and the Rural Smdent Services.  While the
. . orthography has changed over time, the place names have remained constani.
P, B 07D 1
D o April 15, 1968 Moses Charlic of Minto, AK provided the following information to
SOT-AR-5EAT fa D Mlichieel Krans of ANLC:
EABEANKS € AMPLIS Trodhihid Farrbanks area in general
4 Fleate Beecses Bialing | Troh peddha’ Caollege hill
:‘fﬁr}‘f&“m? Trothtthiclak v Maves Slough
QT4 74-0550 otice
ST AT 03T Minto Nenana Athabaskan Noun Dictionary, edited by Dr. Michael Kraus,
Preliminary version February 1974 provides this information:
T Trothyeddha’, Tropeddha’  College Hill
r:‘f"q.:':,hfml” Trehheeskin 'a Moyes Slough
07145 Trotheheer Fairbanks area e Chatanika
Matthew and Dorothy Titus provided Kruoss and Kari the following information
on June 16, 1981
Treath Yettha menia’ Smith Lake
Troth Yerth Caollegs Hill, off Noves Slough
Tra veddha ' no' Deadman's Slough (Noves Slongh)
Livwer Tanana Athabaskan Listening and Writing Exercises by James Kari,
BOO-TT0-9531 ANLC 1991:
bl Freeee &Edtewicis:
| Troth Yeddha' Ridge at University of Alaska G tdian Potane
hitmiiareed cistedd uaf ey | (el alptmm) ridge”
TrathGhoshi Geizt Road-Fairhanks Street area, fi. below
Tdian potate”
Trach Yedha® Yo 'a Dreadrman (or Noyesy Slough, fit frdion

podato ridge stream”
T exwghodegi Troch Yeddha " Bena'

Smith Lake, it ‘upper Indian potato lake”,
Tr emwghoithidl Troth Yeddha * Bena'
h Ballzine Lake, lit. “lower Indian potato lake
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Lower Tanzna Athabaskan Dictionary compiled by and ediled by James Kari,
ANLC, August 1994
Troth' hedysarum alpimum})
Trath, -tredba'(n) ndian potato root of hedysamm alpinum
Tronh Yeddha®, Troth Yetth fea) Codlege Hill fridmel), i “fodiar
Paoraro Ridge”
Trod’” difficult (X sitnation) is difficult

The late Fva Moffit of Salcha also provided information to James Kari, ANLC,
cegarding the importance of Treth Yeddha as a gathenng place whers Native
bands would gather to hareest the wild potato and to bold couneil regarding the
state of affairs among Native nations in the interior of Alaska. {personal
communications with J Kar, 20037

The following narrative published inthe UAF catalog was compiled by the Inerior
Aleutians Campus and Rural Sredent Services after Chief Peter John of Minto, AR
spoke to UAF stedents during the 1994 Native Student Summit. A vides
recording of this speech also exsts:

"Owr people used to come to this hill to pick Troth, They woold paddle up
the creck, Troth Yeddha' Mo, and camp by the Lake Troth Yeddha' Mena.
Troth Yeddha' was important, 2 mesting place. The grandfathers nsed w
come 1o talk and give advice to one another about what they were going o
do, When they learned this place would be used for a school, the
university, they came here onc last time, to decide what they should do.
They decided that the school would be pood and would carry on a very
similar traditional wse of this hill (2 place where good thinking and working
opether would happen). They placed an cagle feather on o pole. This was
ivs led all the people know that the Dena would no longer be using the ridge
for a meeting place or o pick wild potatoes. They were also giving a
klessing so their grandchildren would be part of the new school.™ [ am
proud of it. | am an Indian. #hat does ir mean fo put an eagle feathar wich
the Uniiend States lag? The eagle feather is connected with the clan. It is a
svmbol of us. We are part of this new Nation, People from all over the
world e o the wriversioy fo po i sehool and reach. We have something
in commen. Something ol American people con shave in. Be prowd of @t

Make it all the way, m08 jJust part way." (Chict Pewer Jobs, Minh, Al i poslished in de
LA catalog)
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