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Let’s review our

Today’s objectives are to cover the following 
aspects of LEP:
Legal Basis (Title VI and NIFA policy)
Needs Assessment (4-factor Analysis)
Definitions (Qualified Interpreters, Vital Docs)
Examples (AK DOT, US HHS)
Resources (Map, Census, Translators, Visual)
Folders (how does IANRE document?)



Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. 2000d 
et seq. ("Title VI") Title VI prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, or national origin in any program or 
activity that receives Federal funds or other Federal 
financial assistance. -HHS.gov

Under this law, persons speaking a primary language 
other than English are protected from exclusion from 
federally funded educational programs like ours.

https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/special-topics/needy-families/civil-rights-requirements/index.html#:~:text=Title%20VI%20of%20the%20Civil%20Rights%20Act%20of%201964%2C%2042,or%20other%20Federal%20financial%20assistance.


            NIFA feedback on 2019 civil rights review

8) Conduct a limited English proficiency needs 
assessment and develop a language access plan. 
The language access plan should be developed in 
accordance with USDA guidance on NIFA’s Limited 
English Proficiency Implementing Strategy for 
Federally Assisted Programs and should include, 
but not be limited to, an assessment of the LEP 
needs of relevant service populations, procedures 
for securing professional translation and 
interpretation services, staff training 
requirements, and the identification and 
translation of vital documents. 



NIFA LEP Implementing Strategy, 2016:
https://www.uaf.edu/ianre/about/civil-rights/

4-Factor Analysis for LEP
(1) The number or proportion of LEP persons in target or 
eligible population 

(2) Frequency of contact (daily, monthly, occasional, etc.) (3) 
Nature and importance of program or activity (“life and 
death” vs. general or extracurricular information) 
(4) Resources available to implement LEP and costs (small 
organization vs. large one; and, overall budget and 
resources of institution) 

NIFA's recipients should apply the four factors to the various kinds of 
contacts that they have with the public to assess language needs and 
decide what reasonable steps they must take to ensure meaningful 
access for LEP persons. Of note, LEP services are to be provided at 
no cost to the LEP person (p. 10).

https://www.uaf.edu/ianre/about/civil-rights/


Definitions
(3) Limited English Proficient (LEP) Persons—Persons who do not speak 
English as their primary language and have a limited ability to read, 
speak, write, or understand English are limited English proficient, or LEP. 

(5) Qualified Interpreter: An individual who is competent to provide 
interpretation services at a level of fluency, comprehension, impartiality and 
confidentiality appropriate to the specific nature, type, and purpose of the 
information at issue. 

(7) Vital Document. Paper or electronic written material that contains 
information that is critical for accessing a program or activity, or is 
required by law, such as consent forms, applications, and notices of rights 
(p.5).



Examples: http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/lep.shtml
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http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/lep.shtml


Examples: http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/lep.shtml
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http://dot.alaska.gov/cvlrts/lep.shtml


LEP Resources
● Census Data
● DOJ LEP Data
● Kids Count Data
● Pew Research Center
● USDA Agricultural Census

Please also keep up-to-date with your 
office civil rights files (LEP folder)

 Per NIFA: “Recipients should utilize any and all 
available data sources to determine the 
potential LEP persons in the serviced area.”

https://www.census.gov/topics/population/language-use.html#:~:text=Most%20people%20in%20the%20United,health%2C%20voting%2C%20and%20safety.
http://www.lep.gov/
https://datacenter.kidscount.org/data/tables/81-children-who-speak-a-language-other-than-english-at-home#detailed/1/any/false/37,871,870,573,869,36,868,867,133,38/any/396,397
http://www.pewhispanic.org/
https://www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus/index.php
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https://www.lep.gov/maps

https://www.lep.gov/maps


IANRE is working on a policy for how to utilize translation services. 
UAF currently contracts with the vendor Language Link:

https://naspo.language.link/

https://naspo.language.link/


Example: “Point to your language” visual



http://www.akijp.org/language-interpreter-center/

More Resources:

http://www.akijp.org/language-interpreter-center/


https://www.lep.gov/sites/lep/files/resources/2011_Language_Access_Assessment_and_Planning_Tool.pdf

Language Access Assessment and Planning Tool for 
Federally Conducted and Federally Assisted Programs 

(May, 2011)

https://www.lep.gov/sites/lep/files/resources/2011_Language_Access_Assessment_and_Planning_Tool.pdf


Links to office civil rights folders
Requires UA sign-in

Please also see https://www.uaf.edu/ianre/about/civil-rights/

Anchorage Juneau Research

Bethel Kenai Sitka

Business Office Kodiak State Office

Delta Mat-Su Tanana District

Dillingham Northwest (Nome) Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC)

https://www.uaf.edu/ianre/about/civil-rights/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEMklydG1uWjRsYlk?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEeU9KcGgzUEx1Nzg?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINETGJWb0lUQ0hRMzg?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEVk9zTDhTYjZLNVk?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEUl92UVcyWWlsX0k?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1B8WQGEXq7WvsLRPifLM6OL0ce5-ndXz4?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEVFh0VkpmVENMbGc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ibrHzmGUmJ1rE7IRbtfQibl8Dn9rrCd-?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEcU1ob0lLR1FsVG8?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEdXU5OG1XOFlaRnM?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEbGVmYkNmMEdMa28?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEOXBjdnR5OE90Mnc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JeEgoDbI7hdg_-UhAFrwOcDsPgX0Qtp0?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B5nL3el4RINEcVEtNDdoMmxMaUU?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1zMt5DpxmNDCIQ6-ZL18jg6qIzU67nw3E?usp=sharing


Discussion Questions
1. What languages other than English are used by your 

participants?

2. What challenges do you see in reaching LEP audiences 
in your area?

3. What support do you need so you can assess the LEP 
needs of participants in your district or program?


