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	Quick introduction about your problem, ideally something catchy that grabs the reader’s attention. Provide the context of your chosen topic, a brief overview of what you are going to discuss in the prospectus. Proper APA writing has at least three sentences per paragraph. 
Problem Background
	This paragraph provides a focused and timely analysis of the broad problem you are seeking to address. Discuss literature that supports the existence of a problem and identify the current limitations of existing research. You can also use this section to discuss who is impacted by this problem. 
Purpose of the Study
	This section discusses how your study will address the problem. Discuss the goal of your project and why there is a need for it. You can start this paragraph with the words: The purpose of this study is…
Theoretical and Conceptual Framework
	This is an optional section. If you are familiar with theoretical frameworks (the framework for your literature) and/or conceptual frameworks (connections between concepts), you can discuss which ones you intend to use. If you do not know this, no worries, you will develop this more throughout your doctoral journey—just delete the header.
Research Questions
	In this section, identify and discuss your research questions. The questions should clearly align with your problem background and the purpose of your study. Research questions address one issue per question and cannot be answered in a yes or no format. The format for displaying this in your paper is as follows:
Research Question 1: What is your research question?
Research Question 2: How many questions do you have?
Interdisciplinary Nature of the Study
	This is one of the most important sections of your prospectus. Clearly articulate why your research is interdisciplinary and cannot be housed within just one academic field. The disciplines you are drawing on must be clearly stated. 
Methodology
	This section addresses how you intend to conduct your research. Will it be quantitative (clear data points), qualitative (observations/interviews/focus groups, etc.), or mixed methods (both)? Include the rationale for why you are using a specific methodology. If you will need to pursue funding for your study, clearly articulate your plan for obtaining resources. State that you will submit to the Institutional Review Board (IRB) for approval of your research project prior to conducting the study. What data collection instruments will you use? How will you analyze the results? Again, it is completely okay to not have the answer to some of these questions! Doctoral students usually develop this over the course of multiple research methods courses. Demonstrate that you have a well thought through and attainable plan—you will continue to refine and home in on your study as a student.
Significance of the Study
	This is another key aspect of your prospectus. Explain the potential impact of your study, both within your specific context and within the larger field. Avoid using definitive language or overpromising (e.g., this study will change higher education forever). Identify who will be affected by this research and benefit from it. Remember to keep the content of your prospectus (title page and references do not count) to a maximum of four pages / 1,000 words.


References
	References should be in APA 7 format. The reference list will have the full citations for all the sources you used throughout the paper. Typically, you do not list citations for articles you did not directly reference in the paper. A whole class can be instructed on APA 7—if you are new to it, start with an online citation machine and then ask a member of the cadre to review it!



