
Natural History of Birds of Interior Alaska

Session I: Introduction, Spring

Monday, 10 September 2018

ÅBirds vs. mammals

ÅHow do migrant birds time 

their return north?

ÅResident examples: 

ïNorthern Goshawk and 

Bohemian Waxwing



Comments and questions 

welcome, but Edôs 

hearing is poor

ÅHearing aids, but:

ï1. Too many loud 
noises (tools, 
guns, concerts,é

ï2. Too much 
swimming in cold 
waters

ÅPLEASE SPEAK 
UP!



Creamerôs Field Bird 

Banding Station
ÅOperated by  Alaska 

Songbird Institute

ÅVisit when the station is 

operating

ÅSeptember 11-21: 7:00 

AM-Noon, Monday-Friday 

(WEATHER 

PERMITTING)

ÅPhotos: Alder Flycatcher, 

Rusty Blackbird



Birds of Interior Alaska
ÅINTERIOR ALASKA, 

bordered by: 

ïCrest of Brooks Range to North

ïCrest of Alaska Range to South

ÅWho makes this classôs list of 

potential subjects for 

discussion?

ïñRESIDENTò : Present 

throughout the year

ïBreeding migrants

ïPassage migrants (both winter 

and breed elsewhere)

ïPhoto: Mallards flushing



Unique bird features
ÅFeathers

ÅFurcula (wishbone): 

one anchor for flight 

muscles

ÅAlso keeled sternum: 

the KEY anchor



Birds and Mammals
ÅLarge, complex brains

ÅHomeothermic (high body temperature: 

internal thermostat)

Å4-chambered heart

ïcomplete separation of O2-depleted blood to 

and from lungs from blood circulating through 

the body

ÅINDEPENDENTLY EVOLVED

ïMammals an early offshoot from other reptiles

ïBirds evolved from small bipedal dinosaurs 

MUCH later



Bird-Brained?
ÅHigh neuron density vs. Capuchin 

monkey

ÅLarge and complex compared to 

reptiles

ïMonitor Lizard (above) vs. Macaw

ÅSimilar complexity to Primates

ïe.g., Capuchin and Raven

ÅSee: Nat. Geog. February 2018: 108ff 



Classic view vs. Current View

ÅComplete flip-flop in our understanding

ÅCompare to ourselves


