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First Year: Fall Semester Spring Semester Late Spring/Summer/Early Fall

Enroll: 
RD 600
RD 601
RD 625

Select 
Committee 
Members

Appointment of 
Committee Form

Approve 
and Sign

Hold First Graduate 
Committee Meeting

Sign

Approve 
and Sign

Approve/
File

Enroll:
RD 650
RD 651

Approved Elective

Annual Activity 
Report: Due every 

year May 15

Approve/
File

Draft Graduate 
Study Plan: A new 
GSP must be filed 

with every change.

Approve 
and Sign

Annual Committee 
Meeting (or more)

Refine Project/
Thesis topic and 

create prospectus 
(part of 650)

Advise 
and Guide

Advise 
and Guide

Begin Comps: 
Develop 

reading lists, 
etc.

Advise 
and Guide

Approve 
and Sign

Approve 
and Sign

Approve/
File

Write Comps:
Exam Option or 

Paper Option

Three Comprenesive 
Exams/Papers

Defend 
Comprehensive 
Exams/Papers

Advise 
and Guide

Advancement to 
Candidacy Form due 

October 15 for 
Spring Graduation

Approve 
and Sign

Institutional 
Review Board 

Approval if 
Needed

Submit IRB 
Paperwork if needed

Chair approves 
and submits to 

IRB

IRB makes final 
determination

Start Project/
Research

Advise 
and Guide

Approve 
and Sign

Approve/
File

Must Complete 
CITI Training for 

IRB Process

Always confirm 
due dates! 

They can 
change without 

notice.
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Second Year: Fall Semester Spring Semester

Enroll:
Approved Elective
Approved Elective

RD 698

Continue 
Project/
Research

Write and Submit 
Chapters for 

Guidance/Approval

Advise and 
Guide

Enroll: 
RD 698

Submit Final 
Draft

Final Draft of 
Project/Thesis

Advise and 
Guide/Approve 

for Defense

Defend Project/
Thesis

Project/Thesis 
Defense Form

Approve 
and Sign

Make Final Edits

Submit Final 
Approved Project/

Thesis: Post defense 
copy due April 7 for 
Spring Graduation

Approve 
and Sign

Department 
Chair Approve 

and Sign

Approve 
and Sign

Apply for 
Graduation!

Graduate!

Approve 
and Sign

Approve/
File

Application for 
Graduation due 
February 15 for 

Spring graduation

Submit Final 
Project/Thesis with 

all required 
paperwork 

electronically

Complete Exit 
Survey

CRCD Dean 
Approve 
and Sign

Always confirm 
due dates! 
They can 

change without 
notice.

Your project or 
thesis may 
require 
additional 
changes at 
each level of 
approval!
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