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Greetings!

Welcome!
Spring is right around the corner. Before you know it, it will be
graduation time! Students are knocking out dissertations, graduate
forms are flowing in. As always our faculty and staff are here to help
you succeed, please contact our office at (907) 474-1902 or email uaf-
cxcs@alaska.edu if you have any questions. Follow us on Facebook
for updates and events.

Visit the Website

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=OlIdTjMIm_o&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=OlIdTjMIm_o&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=OlIdTjMIm_o&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1128631354852&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
https://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/
https://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/
http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/
https://www.facebook.com/uafcxcs/


Indigenous Studies Alumni Spotlight

Dr. Yvette Running Horse Collin
PhD Indigenous Studies Alumni Class of 2017

Dr. Yvette Running Horse Collin
received her doctorate in Indigenous Studies
from UAF in May 2017. She is of Lakota, Nakota, Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Mayan descent on her mother's side, and Cherokee, Choctaw and Scottish
descent on her father's side. Dr. Collin acknowledges the Native Elders, equine
preservationists, and the ancient-line horses she caretakes as having helped to
provide the “indigenous education” she received during her decade of pre-
research. She credits her Doctorate Committee, professors, and UAF staff for
providing the culturally respectful educational environment and curriculum
that she needed to successfully conduct the Western academic portion of her
research.
 
Her experience merging these two distinctly different educational approaches
solidified her belief that combining Indigenous traditional knowledge systems
with the best of Western academic scholarship is the key to creating an
inclusive and sustainable educational model. This approach will result in more



accurate scholarship that is free of Eurocentric bias, and it offers a path to true
compassion and wisdom. Such a system has the power to ensure a healthy
future for the next seven generations.
 
This bifurcated approach led to the creation of her dissertation titled: The
Relationship Between the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas and the Horse:
Deconstructing a Eurocentric Myth
. In this work, Dr. Collin deconstructed
Western academia’s version of the history of the horse in the Americas, and
reconstructed it to include: cross-cultural translation, the TK of many
Indigenous Peoples, Western scientific evidence that did not support the
dominant cultural claim, and historical records. This dissertation proves that
data from the latest Western technology combined with information from our
Indigenous Peoples has the power to reconstruct more accurate and unbiased
histories.
 
Today, Dr. Collin and her family manage Sacred Way Sanctuary (SWS), a
research and educational facility located in Florence, Alabama that focuses on
the following: preserving the Ancient Horse of the Americas; sponsoring
cutting-edge Western scientific research; providing top-quality education on
local Native heritage; offering a foundation for youth/elder traditional
knowledge exchange; and creating an indigenous learning experience for those
who visit. Sacred Way Sanctuary is an official interpretive center for the Muscle
Shoals National Heritage Area and the National Park Service. Dr. Collin is also
a founding member of the Native American Horse Trail, which links like-
minded horse preserves across the United States to present a more accurate
history of the horse in the Americas, as well as introduce the public to Americas
ancient horses.
 
Dr. Collin is currently the Executive Director of Sacred Healing Circle, a non-
profit organization that focuses on healing Native individuals and
communities. In this capacity, she works closely with Native Elders and Youth
for the preservation and protection of traditional knowledge systems, sacred
sites, and ceremonial and spiritual ways of knowing. She also proudly serves as
part of the Administrative Team for the Black Hills Sioux Nation Council of
Elders, which is centered on Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. All of her
present work is focused on correcting inaccurate portrayals of Native Peoples,
freeing sacred sites from the prisons in which they are currently held (due to
improper “management” by the dominant Western culture), and helping
Indigenous Elders to safely transmit their traditional knowledge to youth who
are prepared to receive it.
 
Dr. Running Horse Collin is an award-winning journalist, and has held various
executive positions at non-profit institutions around the United States. She has
advised state, federal and Fortune 100 organizations on Native American
policy. She lectures extensively throughout the United States and
internationally on her people’s traditions and the history surrounding the
horse. Dr. Running Horse Collin has presented at conferences such as: The
World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education (WIPCE), the Canadian
Indigenous/Native Studies Association (CINSA), the Alaska Native Studies
Conference, and Standing Rock Sioux Nation’s Prophecy of the Grandfather’s
Conference, as well as for American Indian-themed forums hosted by private



organizations, educational institutions, and state and federal governments. She
practices the traditional ways of her Ancestors and is a wife, mother, and
grandmother.
 
Sacred Way Sanctuary: www.sacredwaysanctuary.org
Sacred Healing Circle: www.sacredhealingcircle.org
(Elder and Youth work) “Earth Mother Protection Movement” Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNBWpLcRFhU&feature=youtu.be
The Relationship Between the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas and the
Horse: Deconstructing a Eurocentric Myth
https://search.proquest.com/openview/1b40a9128eaba2e22ab3fed4cf655
1a8/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y

We are proud of our alumni!
Stay connect with the Center for Cross-Cultural Studies. Do you have an
exciting career or family success story to share? We would love to feature you
on our newsletter and highlight your accomplishments.

To share your story, email uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu
with a paragraph of your
accomplishments, your research, along with a photo.
This is where we would post it: http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/graduate-profiles/

College of Liberal Arts

http://www.sacredwaysanctuary.org/
http://www.sacredhealingcircle.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNBWpLcRFhU&feature=youtu.be
https://search.proquest.com/openview/1b40a9128eaba2e22ab3fed4cf6551a8/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y
mailto:uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/graduate-profiles/
http://www.uaf.edu/cla/




Are you planning on graduating this spring?
Here are some important deadline reminders for PhD Indigenous Studies
students:

Step 1: Graduation applications are due February 15th for Spring graduation
Step 2: Final dissertation is due to the CXCS Department Chair Mike Koskey on March
10th (once changes are made as requested, the dissertation will be sent back the
student's committee for review, once the committee is okay with it, you may send it to the
Dean)

Step 3:Final dissertation is due to CLA Dean Sherman March 24th for review (email a
Word format electronic copy to tlsherman@alaska.edu and also be sure to cc: Mike
Koskey mskoskey@
alaska.edu and your committee members)
Note: Once the Dean has reviewed the final dissertation, it will be sent back to the student
and committee with suggestions. Also be sure to acknowledge the receipt of his email and
suggestions.

Step 4: Once changes are made and is also approved by your committee chair, a copy of
your final dissertation can be submitted on the UAF Graduate School website for
formatting. It is due to the UAF Graduate School April 7th.
Submit here: http://www.uaf.edu/gradsch/current/ready-to-graduate/

Outside examiner needs to be requested two weeks before the oral defense.
All other graduate school paperwork is due April 24th

To learn more about the graduation process, please join our Brown Bag Luncheon. See
flier below for more information. RSVP to uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu

Good luck on the semester everyone! Please contact our office if you have questions.

UAF Graduate School website: http://www.uaf.edu/gradsch/calendar/dates-and-
deadlines/

SAVE THE DATES

mailto:tlsherman@alaska.edu
http://alaska.edu/
http://www.uaf.edu/gradsch/current/ready-to-graduate/
http://www.uaf.edu/gradsch/calendar/dates-and-deadlines/




Information from the UAF Graduate School
The Thesis/Dissertation Completion Fellowship application process is undergoing
significant changes with regard to eligibility, application periods and deadlines for
applying. 
The UAF Graduate School anticipates that the first application period will open in mid-April
and close June 1st.
They will update their website and send out more information via this list-serv when the
changes are finalized.



For questions contact the UAF Graduate School at UAF-Grad-School@alaska.edu or via
phone 907-474-7464.



The Center for Cross-Cultural Studies will be at
the 2018 Festival of Native Arts

The Center for Cross-Cultural Studies and ANKN will be at the Festival of Native Arts
event. Stop by our table to purchase ANKN books and learn more about our graduate
programs. See you there!
See the following fliers for schedule of events.









2018 Alaska Native Studies
Conference

The ANS Conference will be held the
weekend of April 13-15, 2018 in Juneau,
AK.
To register visit their website at:
http://alaskanativestudies.org/

http://alaskanativestudies.org/


For any questions contact:
ehhayes@alaska.edu or
a.jones@alaska.edu

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#
mailto:ehhayes@alaska.edu
mailto:a.jones@alaska.edu


To Order ANKN Books & Materials contact



Richard Hum at 907-474-5897
Alaska Native Knowledge Network

The Alaska Native Knowledge Network
(ANKN)
is a unique resource maintained
through the Center for Cross-Cultural
Studies for our students and the
communities they serve.
ANKN is located on the 5th floor of the
Gruening Building, room 503F. Please
contact Richard Hum at 907-474-5897 or
email rehum@alaska.edu for any inquiries
on books and posters.

ANKN Website Link

University of Alaska Fairbanks
Center for Cross-Cultural Studies

201 Eielson Building, UAF campus
PO Box 756730

Fairbanks, AK 99775-6730
Phone: (907) 474-1902

Fax: (907) 474-1957
Email: uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu
Office Hours 8AM-5PM M-F

Contact Us

http://uaf.edu/ankn/
mailto:rhum@alaska.edu
http://uaf.edu/ankn/
mailto:uaf-cxcs@alaska.edu
http://www.uaf.edu/cxcs/contact-us/
https://www.facebook.com/uafcxcs/

