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“We used to let the blood
drip right on the floor,” recalled
Assistant Chief James Welch.
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quarters, Welch said, the de-
partment’s pump room solution
to containing blood-bern patho-
gens is “probably the most egre-
gious” of the building’s many
structural deficiencies. But the*
bizarre use made of the small
utility room—which also con-
tains a sloping wall of sand bags
dating back to the days when
the nearby evidence locker
served as a shooting range—
hardly rates mention on the list
of public hazards and law. en-
forcement detriments of the
city’s cramped cop shop.

On Tuesday city voters will
consider a $7 million bond pro-
posal for construction of a.new
police station, which emerged as
the top recommendation of a re-
cent task force weighing the
city’s capital priorities. Given
the stakes, the News-Miner took
part in the department’s open
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OPEN HOUSE—Above, Loma Weese, fire arms instructor and dis-
patcher at the Fairbanks Police Department, helps Samatha
McKinney, 8, hit the target with a Ruger 357 Magnum handgun_
equipped to be used with the BeamHit Laser Shooting Systern at
the downtown precinct Saturday. At right, the presence of an outlet
fan makes an old utility room the only available pldce at the police
headquarters for drying bags of bloody evidence.

house Saturday for a behind-
the-scenes tour. :

The failings of the current
building, which dates back to
the 1962, start with the location
of the entrance on an out-of-the-
way alley connecting 5th and
. 6th avenues. “It's hard for
people to find,” said Lt. Ray
Miller, observing that the city’s
utility sale took away the one
good landmark for directions.
“You can’t even say the alley is

next to MUS anymore.”
Upon entering the building,
prisoners, victims, people

making complaints, seeking po-
lice reports on accidents or, per-
haps, summoned to. collect
recovered property—all transit
the same narrow corridor,
passing through a locked door
controlled by department recep-
tionists who .screen visitors
through safety glass.

That shared access creates a
security problem, endangering
both police and the public,
Welch said.

“We can’t separate the vic-

tims and their families from
coming in contact with suspects,
the media and the general
public,” he said. “Funneling
people through those common
work areas allows room for in-
jury if someone breaks free.”

The entrance corridor leads
into a small room, where police
logs are kept in a binder for
public inspection and officers
often meet with individuals to
take complaints. Inside,
doorway provides access to a
larger room, which serves as the
building’s central hub, providing

. access to staircases leading up
and down, the station’s holding
cell, offices used by Welch and
other supervisors and the single
room available to officers
writing reports.

In addition to serving as a
central hallway, the hub room is
outfitted with the station’s
breath analysis machine and a

video taping system. Individuals

sus of intoxication are
generally detained in the hub

o

for the 15-minute waiting pe-
riod before a blood-alcohol test
is conducted. That can be a long
15 minutes when a boisterous
drunk becomes impatient in the
big open room. "

Police work is often dis-
turbed by intoxicated rants.
“You've got firemen trying to
sleep upstairs,” added  Miller.
“It disturbs their rest.”. s
* \The capacity of the station’s
temporary holding area—a
fence-lined room fronting Sixth

Avenue—maxes out at about. !

four, Miller said. When the need
arises to detain more suspects
the first option is handcuffing
individuals to the line of rings,
affixed medieval style, in the
station’s two-bay garage. But
that's also the station’s only
area for forensic-investigations
on vehicles, assuming wreckers
manage -to deliver the cars or
trucks suspected of containing
evidence through the station’s
t a 1 b w

See POLICE, Page B-2

“All the i
river are that
able surplus of
~ Schultz sai
“about a week 1
~ the last . pul
- | should be past

“Weld like t
| fish" through

fishing area b
_up;” he said.

Only a few
up at the Delte
outside Delta «
the largest bre
Yukon and Ta
salmon.

The Delta (
only coho’spawt
itored by Fish
state has an ar
goal of 9,000 f
Clearwater. La
coho were coun
~ Clearwater.

“‘Everything
- coho Tun than,

N
ot
FUhus

= s

Correction

B School Board incumbent
candidate Jennifer Schmidt’s
response to the question, “Are
you satisfied with the current
administration? Why or why
not?”’ was inadvertantly
‘omitted from last Sunday’s
Municipal Election section.
Her response follows:

“The current administra:
tion needs to build on the
strengths of our district by
working with the school com-
munities. Some of the deci-
sions of the past year should -
have been better planned and
understood, so that there

would be more support both
now and in the future. Long-
standing improvement and
positive change takes the deci-
sion and commitment of more
than one person.”

M Also in Sunday’s election
section, borough Assembly
candidate Dae Miles’ web site
was omitted. The address is
www.alaskadae.com/wealth.

The News-Miner strives to correct
inaccuracies in a timely manner. To
report an error in the newspaper, call
the newsroom at 459-7572 8 am. to 6
p.m. daily, 4 pm. to 8 p.m. Saturday’
and Sunday, fax 452-7917, or e-mail
newsroom@newsminsr.com.
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Panel to recommend NorthPole salary ﬁ

By MARMIAN L. GRIMES
Staff Writer

Six months after its iriception, the North " ployees’ family members.

Pole salary study committee will

the City Council next week with sever:
gested changes to the city’s pay scales.

Committee chairwoman Diane
will present five recommendations

year mark, as it does currently.

B The City Council should consider, on a
give cost-of-living in-

yearly basis, whether to
creases to employees.

B The city should re-examine its health in-

t forg

’

top to think about the
vulnerabilitv 1o6f the tinv wires

~from-the:
committee at Monday’s City Council meeting: s
B The pay scale should be stretched out to

- cover 20 years rather than ending at the 10-

et to take proper
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Those hired ’prior to Aug .1
‘under one—schedule A—an¢

surance benefits, and consider paying all or
part of the prémium for ‘coverage for em-

return to

M .The city should look at a way to compen-
al sug- &

sate employees for education and certification
" in their fields. o

B The city should pay shift differentials to
employees” who- work swing and graveyard

mployees at the meeting

Williams scales should be mer, :

The recommendations came after
Thursday preseritations by several city em-
 ployees regarding the pay scale. =

Unresolved is what the city should do with
its two-tier pay scale, and how much each em-
ployee should be making. City employees are
currently paid under one of two pay scales.
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Milton Moses Jr. thanks fo
Uncle Moe for singing our native
_ songs.

B%am:a T‘evmo—Koester we'd like
to thank everyone in Nenana and
Uncle Jas(m and the Doyon
Limited for helping out in our
time of sorrow.

Jack 15 predeceased by his par-
ents, Virginia Moses-Mayo and
Windy Mayo, and adoptive par-
enis Edward William Koester and
Evia Mae Cravens. He is survived
by his adoptxve sister  Diane
Koester of Cal

pee@e of Vgn;:;wfor
izeipmg out Don Moses and

On behalf of my sister-in-law

banks, Milton Moses Jr. of
Tanana, Robert Leroy Maye of |
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Police cited Jan Thies for
driving with & revoked license
after she plowed through the
plate glass window :
- Chevy pickup about 245
Saturday. Thies told officer Jon
Terland that her brakes failed as
she was pulhng in to check her
mail; he Fairbanks pa
trolman later said he didn’t de-
tect any mechanical problems
with the vehicl, cle.

No one w: m jured in the inci-
dent, which. caused over $5.000 in
damage, police said. .

 Driver hospitalized

A woman remains hospxtahzed
-ending

“INuarMae:Noble; ‘therdriver of. “Benjamin:
the Ford Fiesta that ‘slammed
into the rear of the semi Friday
about 10: .
irbanks

of domestic aasatilu
tional charges
ch‘ie;f, ‘crimip

Fairbanks; sisters; Sharon R

Tyone and husband Jay E. ‘Tyone

of Glennallen, Marilyn Fabian of

Fairhanks, Sh.u'}ey M. Lee Mayo
ofFaxrbanks Jeannie L. Mayo of
Galena, and Sal!y Ann Wilkins of -
Fairbanks; uncles, Jason Joseph
of Tanana, and Godfrey (Moe) Jo-
seph of Fairbanks; aunt Helen S
Peters of Tanana.
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staircase can prove tricky. The

- options all carry drawbacks when

police contend with
suspects. -
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