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Auditors
examine

police .~

By BRIAN O'DONOGHUE .
Staff Writer

Fairbanks Mayor Jim Hayes,
responding to a tipster, has
brought in private auditors to
examine cash handling practices
at the city’s police department.

“I just got this Wednesday af-
ternoon,” Hayes said of the uni-
dentified citizen’s tip. “I called
for an investigation and that is
continuing. I'm on top of it.”

The mayor’s comment came
after a half-hour closed door
meeting Friday morning with
Public Safety Director Mike Pu-
lice, police Capt. Ken Steinnerd
and Detective Paul Keller.

Pulice, who supervises police
officers and city firefighters, left
the mayor’s office shortly after
11:30 am. He was flanked by
Steinnerd and Keller.

“Speak to the mayor,” Pulice
said, declining to discuss the situ-
ation.

The mayor’s unnamed com-
plainant charged that a $1,700
discrepancy exists in one or more
of the police cash pots.

“It’s accurate to say the $1,-
700 involves the police depart-
ment in general,” Hayes said.

“We're not just zeroing in on
the evidence locker,” the mayor
said . earlier Friday. “It’s the

_Ehogmme@@r cash is
ept.”’ i T

Mike Cook, a local certified
public accountant, showed up at
police headquarters Thursday
morning without warning and
bearing a letter from the mayor
authorizing his audit. The sur-
prise was complete, Hayes said.

“They called me and said,
‘What's going on? That's the
first they knew about it.”

Cook is a certified public ac-
countant with Cook & Hauge-
berg. “The city is a client,” Cook
said. “I can’t talk... unless the
mayor tells me to.”

The mayor called members of
the city council Friday to tell
them of his actions. Hayes would
like some answers before Mon-
day’s city council meeting, but he
isn’t sure that will occur.

“It depends on what I find
out,” he said. “This is a serious
matter and I'm very concerned
about it.”

Councilman Bob Wolting, a
former Fairbanks city manager,
finds no fault with the idea of
subjecting a department to a sur-
prise audit.

“That’s absolutely the correct
procedure. You bet it is,”
Wolting said. “At this time, I
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have no idea about the outcome,
but the procedure is right on
target.”

Councilman Romar Swarner
said the mayor told him Friday
that he’s prepared to call a
meeting as soon as the investiga-
tion wraps up. “It sounded a bit
serious,” Swarner said.

No disciplinary action has
been taken, said Hayes, who des-
cribed Friday’s meeting with top
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police officials as a continuation
of his efforts to check out the
complaint.

“I’ve had lots of meetings that
had to do with this.”

Hayes said he’s not sure what
the audit will cost and he doesn’t
care.

“T’ll find it someplace; it’s im-’
portant enough for me to have
this done,” Hayes said. “I'll find
it-in somebody’s budget.”
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Jury convicts
2 in Hartman
murder case

Defense to appeal ruling -
For o Naveer . Y2479

. AN CHORAT%E—A Superior
ourt jury on Thursday eonvicted
Kevin Pease and Marvin Roberts
of second-degree murder in the
1897 kicking death of 15-year-old
John Hartman of Fairbanks,

Pease, 18, and Roberts, 19,

‘also were found guilty of robbing

Hartman and of assaulting
Franklin Dayton in separate inci-
dents in downtown Fairbanks
early on the morning of Qct. 11,
1997, The jury of 10 men and two
women acquitted Pease and Rob-
erts of sexually assauiting
Hartman and of robbing Dayton.

Defense attorneys Dick
Masd-~a and Lori Bodwell said
Jd appeal.

1o two earlier Superior Court

trials, Eugene Vent, 19, and

George Frese, 20, were also found

ilty in the attacks on Hartman
and Dayton, -

As a court clerk read the ju-
rors’ first f\(erdict, finding Pease
innocent of first-degree murder,
Pease raised his head and eyes
upward with relief. But then
came the guilty verdicts and
Pease bowed his head. None of
the jurors looked at the de-
fendants as the verdicts were
read and as they were polled indi-
vidually by Superior Court Judge
Larry Card.

“T quit. I'm not going to do
this any more,” said Madson,
who along with Bodwell had
called numerous witnesses who
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placed Pease and Hartman a£:
some distance from the places
where Dayton was attacked and

Hartman killed. “There was so -
much evidence it was over- .

whelming, .

“They had to ignore every wit-
ness we put on,” Madson said.
“We had five eyewitnesses, to-
tally sober.

Madson said jurors “obviously
didn’t follow” the instructions of
Judge Benjamin Esch, who pre-

sided at the trial but not at the

ROBERTS
verdict.

fied and disappointed by the
verdict. Thomas said both Frese
and Vent said Pease initiated the
sexual assault on her son and
that she was “disappointed that
he got off.”

ance for most of the trial, was re-
cuperating from a bicycle
accident Wednesday and wes not
in court for the verdict. Carol
Pease, the mother of Kevin
Pease, said she was “very disap-
pointed and upset by the verdict
and my son is innocent.”

See JURY, Page A-11

Hartman’s mother, Evalyn
Thomas, said in a telephone in- -
terview that she was both satis- -
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Most of Roberts’ family left

the courtroom quickly, saying he -

was innocent.

Assistant District Attorney
Jeff O’Bryant said he felt the jury
found some atrength in testi-
mony from the prosecution and

. ith witnesses that Pease, Roberts,
: Vent and Frese were together on
“ the evening of the attacks. O'Br-
. yant said he believes people want
"t0 know more about the attack
" on Hartman, who was found mor- -
;- tally wounded on a downtown

Fairbanks street corner.

“If you just accept the eipla‘ .

nation that these four boys were

- out on a wilding and they got ear-

ried away, then you don't need to
look to Chris Stone,” he gaid.
Stone, who is still incarcerated
at the Fairbanks Youth Facility
for crimes that would be consid-
ered felonies if he were an adult,
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testified at the trial that he was

with Hartman on the morning of
the attack. e

Much of the testimony Stone
gave conflicted directly with that
of another witness, the father of
two  youngsters whose home
Stone and Hartman were at to

visit with a third youth who was

babysitting.

Stone said the man knew he
and Hartman would be there to
help bahysit, but the man denied

that, saying when he came home = |

and found the three boys there
he gave them cab fare and told
them to leave.

Stone said that he, Hartman
and a third youth took a cah from
the College arez to downtown
Fairbanks, where they separated

shortly before Hartman was at-
" tacked

But Stone also testified that

Thomas, who was in attend- ~ he himself was the victim of a

gimilar attack in the area of Fort
Knox a.month before Hartman
died. Stone, then 14, said he went
on a ride with a group that in-
cluded Dale Depue Jr. and Shawn
Aldridge to what he thought was
a visit to a mutual friend.

Stone said Depue was angry
because Stone had had sexual
contact with Depue's girlfriend
and that he was attacked with
kicks and billiard balls in socks
and knocked unconscious.
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" released from

Depue and Aldridge, both is,
were indicted in July on charges
—of first degree murder and evi-
dence tampering in the beating
and kicking death of Fairbanks
taxi driver Maurice Smith on
Aug. 1, 1998,

Hartman’s mother said her
son knew Stone from back when
they played with the Redskins in .
Fairbanks junior league football.
“They knew each other, but they
?;Eer hung out together,” she

While Stone testified that nei-
ther of them attended school on
Oct. 10, 1997, at West Valley
High, he didn’t mention that
Hartman was home-schooling at
the time to make up a failed
eighth-grade course and to do
some ninth-grade work, Thomas
said. He didn't want to repeat
.eighth grade, she said.

- Thomas said she planned to

:scatter her son’s ashes next year,

‘'when her oldest bay, Sean, 23, is
ison in Arizona.
Her 22-year-old twins, Robbie
and Michael, live in Fairbanks,
where Michael works for McDon-
alds and Robbie is a student at
UAF. .

Thomas said that while most
people in Fairbanks had wished
her well, it was time to get away
from all the publicity. She said -
she will probably move to An-
chorage, where she will look for
work and volunteer for Victims
for Justice. ' ;

Representatives of Victims for
Justice gave Thomas support
during the three trials, she said. .
She stayed for the past seven'
weeks in Anchorage with Karen
Johnston, widow of Thomas F..

- Johnston, a music professor at

the University of Alaska Fair-

~ banks and who was himself the

victim of murder,

Johnston said Thomas came a
long way in resolving some of her
own personal problems since the
murder, “but she’s always going
to wonder about Chris.”
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