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HELP APPRECIATED—Fairbanks Police Lt. James

By JOLIE LEWIS
Staff Writer

Fairbanks community leaders,
sponding to the weekend beating death
of 15-year-old John Hartman, united
Thursday against “'senseless” violence.

Individuals attending a community
gathering called for more funding and
force for the police departments, a
stricter curfew ordinance, more commu-
nity participation in volunteer policing
efforts and a review of all levels of the
criminal justice system.

“This tragic act of violence is unac-
ceptable. ... I'm not satisfied to live in a
community whers someone cannot walk
down the street without getting as-

re-

prompts
s for action

after he was kicked in the head repeat-
edly and sexually assaulted early Sat-
urday. George Frese, 20; Kevin Pease,
18, Marvin Roberts, 19; and Eugene
Vent, 17, were indicted on murder
charges Thursday.

John Regitano, executive director of
the Fairbanks Native Association, said
the killing was a tragedy that has
touched everybody in the area. He pre-
sented a community pledge signed by 75
agencies promising to “redouble our ef-
forte tn eonparate, adueats and load aur
community in efforts that will make the
(borough) a safe and nurturing place to
raise our families "'
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~much violence. I don’t need to

look at statistics.”

Attending the meeting were
the borough, Fairbanks and
North Pole mayors, the school
district superintendent, lead offi-.
cers from the Alaska State
Troopers and Fairbanks police,
school officials and ‘administra-

tors, employees from -the state.

Division of Family and Youth
Services, labor- union leaders and
many pthers.

o

Sampson said that as the pop-
_ulation of Alaska grew by 114,
000 hetween 1983 and 1996, the
number of troopers statewide de-
clined by 44 and the number
posted in the immediate Fair-

pankslare’a_dt;gpped by 33
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“ City Mayor Jitn ‘Hayes "said

that so far in '1997, there have

been eight murders, 42 sexual as-
saults, 300 assaults and more
than 300 domestic viclence as-
gaults. “Those figures  ,are up
from last year, and .we're not
even through this year.”

Even having a cop on.every
block won't solve the problem if
the community doesn’t.come to-
gether and get involved, Hayes
said. - -

‘Fairbanks Police Lt. James
Welch agreed it would take a
community effort to slow crime
in the city.

“(Police) cannot solve the
problems by ourselves. ... Every-
body has eyes, “everybody can
pick up thé phone,” Welch said.
“I'm not asking for people to be

ﬁgilm%s. I'm asking for people
to get together.”

Jada Humphrey, a member of
the grass-roots Southside Neigh-
borhood Organization, took the
assembled group to task for not
confronting violence sooner.

“You're ruining the most
beautiful place I have ever been
to by béing apathetic, lazy, racist,
complacent, spineless,” she said.
“God help you people if some-
thing happens to my daughter in
this town ... because you've done
nothing."” °

After -Humphrey - spoke,
Shirley Demientieff pledged to at- *
tend community policing meet-
ings in the future: She challenged
at,,least five others-to do the

~ dime. * IU’gup.to Gs as citizens to.
get.involved.” -

Demientieff also proposed a
candlelight walk Nov. 8 begin-
ning at the Fraternal Order of

" Eagles Hall, where the four sus-
pects repartedly attended a wed-
ding reception-Friday night, and
concluding for prayer on the

.. corner.f;8th Avenue and Barn-

etté Street, where Hartman's
body was found shortly before 3
a.m. Saturday.

Many speakers at the meeting
voiced concern and condolences
for Hartman's family.

“The number of people that
won’t tolerate this... is far greater
than the number of the perpetra-
tors of these things,” Regitano
said. '



