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Retiring chief calls community policing big plus

By JOLIE LEWIS
Staft Writer

The faces are gchanging, the,
philosophy is not.

Reflecting on almost 2% years
as deputy chief of the Fairbanks
Police Department, Ken Stein-
nerd described recent community
policing endeavors as the high-
light of his career. For Lt. James
Welch, who steps into the post as
Steinnerd retires, it's likewise a
top priority.

"“A crime-intolerant commu-
nity is a lot more effective than
the best police department.”
Steinnerd said. “‘For the longest
time, communities and police de-
partments felt it's the police de-
partment's responsibility alone
with problems of crime. ... That
simply has not worked.”

Though his retirement isn't
official until Nov. 15, Thursday
was the deputy chief’s last day in
the office. He will spend his last
two weeks on leave.

Steinnerd, 44, joined the Fair-
banks Police Department in 1983
after 5% years in Sitka. His retire-
ment wraps up a career that
began dramatically on a dark,
winding road in Missouri in late
1973.

"My first day, | was nding
with another deputy and when he
made a car stop, of course [ got
out of the car as well,” Steinnerd
said “Two young male adults
were i1n the vehicle; the one in
the passenger side got out and
pulled a pistol from his clothing
and armed it at me.”
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LAST DAY—Retiring Fairbanks Deputy Chief of Police Ken Steinnerd stands in his office at the-police station on his last day of
work Thursday. Steinnerd has worked for the Fairbanks Police Department since 1983.
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