Fall 2021 DCB Meeting Agenda Minutes
DATE: September 29th, 1-2 pm
Zoom Link
Phone-in: 1 (253) 215 8782, Zoom Meeting ID: 833 7137 6959, Passcode: 80TFF7u9

Attending Members: Eckert, Hart, Hasan, lken, Konar (DSO), Markis, Martinson, Navarro (chair), Reiter

Announcements: Reminder - Draft minutes will be taken using google docs - all members are welcome to
add and edit this document towards accurately capturing our meeting discussion. New members: Emiy
Reiter - Industrial Hygienist, UAF Environ. Health & Safety Rep -eventually taking Tracey’s spot. Liza Hasan
- Graduate student, UAF CFOS will represent students in Fairbanks (replacing Brian Ulaski). Ay 21-22
members list is on the google drive next to the draft minutes.

December 11th Minutes Approval:

Agenda:
-COVID (Mike)- Do our procedures provide enough flexibility with consideration to new variants?
-Allow Proficiency Dives for 2022 -Reinstate 12 dives yearly requirement for 2022

-Blanket policy for divers without 12/yr (20, 21) AND without 50 UA AAUS dives total - Check out
dive by a DCB member OR approval by Brenda.

-UAF Dive Courses (Brenda): Review of the Spring 2021 course and the upcoming 2022 course offering.
limited in number of students (9 person limit for entry level course; 4 for the projects course)

-UAS Sitka Announcements (Joel): A sitka boating safety update; Recreational dive courses; Dive
leadership academy; Plans for 2022 Alaska Dive Semester; New Nitrox capacity and course offerings,
Charmaine Robinson New UAS Diver

-Prodeals (Brenda) - UA active divers interested in utilizing prodeals have, on occasion, been able to
apply and receive discounts. Background: Some divers have had some interest in exploring prodeals for
purchases and were interested in the procedure. Mike will write up a step by step guide for students
interested in exploring prodeals*. *Please keep in mind that this is all only possible with Brenda
graciously providing time to approve (there may be instances where she may not have time to write an
approval letter instantly).

-Other items?

NOTES:

COVID: Do current dive guidelines/policies stand in face of new COVID variants?


https://alaska.zoom.us/j/83371376959?pwd=QXYzSmtOcVZFUk1vSTgyU3dWOEZ2dz09kp3MEtjWm5EbzJuN1FMUT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hoNAi_F5szpP5LuXlILB8a1QF4MH6mo3/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117171895466786387639&rtpof=true&sd=true

PROFICIENCY DIVES: when are we going to bring them back?

e currently have 93 active divers who dive 247 dives
e what makes an active diver active? should people do a checkout dive if they haven't done
proficiency dives
can we require active divers get at least 3-6 dives in next year? Step-wise approach
Maybe we could grandmother everyone in for the remainder of the year and then start phasing
in proficiency dives for next calendar year
e Reinstate proficiency dives in 2022. iF you have less than 50 AAUS dives logged, you need to get
a checkout dive or be approved by Brenda.
e all DCB members can give checkout dives.
K-BAY CLASS
e limited in number of students, opened for 9 divers for entry level, 4 divers for projects class
e by permission of instructor, so Brenda needs to give permission to alleviate waitlist issues from
last year
® Juneau students can go, fly in, must wear a mask - Ginny, Courtney and Mike to help with pool
portions
o we will need to get a classroom
® Brenda will beta-test an AAUS online course
a lot of people are using mannequins for rescue day instead of using humans
vaccination required to attend class unless exempt for religious/health regions
SITKA
e® Developing a boating safety committee at UAS-Sitka
e first open water course with 10 students started this semester. First class since pandemic.
offered to local Sitkans
o Joelis now an instructor trainer
o two dive masters working towards an instructor cert
e 198 interest forms for dive semester, interviewed 40 candidates and making final 15 decisions in
the next week. Very high caliber of applicants
e got final authorization to purchase Nitrox system/membrane
o DCB had to approve use of Nitrox for AAUS diving
o All ADFG is on nitrox for safety reasons at depths they are diving
o would benefit having UA student divers trained with mixing gases
e KTN campus hired a new faculty who was a DSO for MB Aquarium
o sheis submitting a faculty fund request to participate in Dive semester and incorporate
physiology students in class - collaboration
PRODEALS
e students want to save money



