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ABOUT THIS FACILITY: 
 
The Seward Marine Center (SMC) is the primary coastal facility of the UAF College of Fisheries 
and Ocean Sciences (CFOS), located at the head of Resurrection Bay—about 130 miles south of 
Anchorage. SMC provides access to seawater laboratories, coastal research opportunities, and 
vessel operations supporting marine science across Alaska. 

Facilities include: 

●​ 1,989 sq. ft. of wet lab space with running seawater and constant temperature chambers 
●​ 2,073 sq. ft. of dry lab space with wireless computer access 
●​ A small research library, walk-in freezer, machine and wood shops, and shared campus 

resources​
 

SMC is homeport to two research vessels: 

●​ R/V Sikuliaq — a 261-foot global-class ice-capable research vessel operated by UAF. 
Sikuliaq can work in ice up to 2.5 ft thick and supports interdisciplinary ocean research 
across the polar regions.​
 More info: https://www.uaf.edu/cfos/sikuliaq​
 

●​ R/V Nanuq — a 40-foot nearshore research vessel commissioned in 2019. With a 
13-foot aft deck and adaptable layout, Nanuq supports coastal research along the northern 
Gulf of Alaska, from Yakutat to Kodiak. Capabilities include CTD operations, plankton 
tows, mooring work, and small-scale deployments.​
 More info: https://www.uaf.edu/cfos/about-us/locations/seward/nanuq​
 

Researchers from UAF and other institutions are welcome to request use of SMC facilities and 
vessels for approved projects. 
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GUEST INFORMATION & RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Check-in: 3:00 PM  Check-out: 11:00 AM 

Please leave your key in the Express Checkout box near the front door or return it to SMC 
staff in the D.W. Hood Lab (main office) located at 201 Railway Avenue, next to the 
SMC pier. A $50 fee applies for lost keys. 

Quiet hours: 10:00 PM – 8:00 AM. 

Laundry: Washers and dryers are on the first floor. Detergent is not supplied. 

●​ Do not place shoes, tents, or muddy/heavy items in the dryers. 
●​ Do not overload machines and remove laundry promptly. 
●​ A commercial dryer is available at Suds & Swirl Laundromat (Jefferson & Third). 

Bicycles: Store at the outdoor bike rack — not inside the building. 

Furnishings: Do not move or share furnishings, kitchenware, or linens between apartments. 

Internet: Basic Wi-Fi is available; bandwidth may vary with shared campus use. 

Television: Each apartment includes a Smart TV. Cable service is not provided. 

Mail: Long-term tenants may receive mail through the main office. Contact Brian Mullaly 
(bmullaly@alaska.edu) for details. 

Safety: An Emergency Action Plan is available in each unit and in the main corridor — 
please review it upon arrival. 

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES 
 

●​ Tobacco & Smoking: UAF is a tobacco-free campus. Smoking and the use of 
e-cigarettes or vaping devices are not allowed anywhere on SMC property. 

●​ Drugs & Alcohol: The SMC 4-plex is a drug-free zone. Alcohol, intoxication, and all 
forms of marijuana are strictly prohibited. 

●​ Pets & Animals: Pets are not allowed, except approved service animals. See the 
University of Alaska animal policy:​
 https://www.uaf.edu/chancellor/policies/policy/05.09.001.php 

●​ Weapons: Firearms or weapons of any kind are prohibited unless authorized under 
university policy:​
 https://www.uaf.edu/chancellor/initiatives-and-policies/policy/02.09.020.php 

 

FOR SHORT-TERM (FEWER THAN 14 DAYS) TENANTS 
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●​ Apartments are stocked with basic housewares. Tenants are responsible for providing all 
other personal items. 

●​ At checkout, please place used linens (sheets, towels, and pillowcases) in the yellow bin 
located in the first-floor laundry room. 

●​ Leave comforters and blankets folded on the bed unless they are soiled. 

●​ Drop your key in the Express Checkout box near the front door or return it to SMC staff 
at the D.W. Hood Lab, 201 Railway Ave (next to the pier) 

 
FOR LONG-TERM (GREATER THAN 14 DAYS) TENANTS 
 

●​ Long-term tenants are responsible for washing and maintaining their own linens. 

●​ Extra linens are available in the supply room upstairs if needed. 

●​ Please leave comforters and blankets folded on the bed at checkout unless they are soiled. 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

For your safety, the front door remains locked 24 hours a day. Please do not prop doors open. 

Be mindful of local wildlife. Do not leave food or garbage outside, and always keep the 
dumpster lid closed. 

Physical Address: 109 Washington Street, Seward, AK 99664​
 We do not recommend scheduling deliveries to this address. 

For facility concerns or questions, contact: 

●​ SMC Office: (907) 224-5261 
●​ Jennifer Elhard: (907) 362-1432 
●​ Brian Mullaly: (907) 362-0297 

 
SEWARD EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
Emergency – Police / Fire / Medical ​ 911 

Seward Police Department (Dispatch) ​ (907) 224-3338​
 Seward Volunteer Fire Department ​ (907) 224-3445​
 Seward Community Health Center ​ (907) 224-2273​
 SeaView Community Services (Crisis Line) ​ (907) 224-3027​
 Safe Harbor DVSA Crisis Line ​ (907) 362-1843​
 Seward Animal Control / Shelter ​ (907) 224-7495​
 Poison Control (Statewide) ​ 1-800-222-1222​
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 Department of Motor Vehicles ​ (907) 224-4037​
 Seward Community Library & Museum ​ (907) 224-4082​
 Seward Parks & Recreation ​ (907) 224-4054 

 
EXPLORE SEWARD 
 
Seward offers a wide range of activities, from hiking and kayaking to wildlife viewing, art, and 
local dining. For an up-to-date list of things to see and do—including restaurants, trails, tours, 
and transportation—visit: 

👉 Seward Chamber of Commerce Business Directory​
 https://www.seward.com/list 

You can also follow the Seward Chamber of Commerce on Facebook for event updates and 
community highlights:​
 https://www.facebook.com/SewardChamber 

 
SEWARD MURAL SOCIETY 
 
Seward is proudly recognized as the Mural Capital of Alaska, a title earned in 2008. The 
community features more than 20 murals celebrating local history, culture, and the natural 
beauty of Resurrection Bay. 

Highlighted Murals Around Town: 

●​ Postcards of the Past – McMullen Building, 222 4th Ave 
●​ Welcome to Seward – Alaska Railroad Building, 700 Port Ave 
●​ Kenai Fjords National Park – 1907 Seward Highway 
●​ Statehood Mural – Corner of 5th & Madison 
●​ The Iditarod Trail – TelAlaska Building, 4th Ave & Jefferson 
●​ Wildflower Quilt – Waterfront, between Madison & Monroe along Ballaine Blvd 
●​ Gateway to Alaska – Seward Chamber of Commerce building 
●​ Harbor Life – Seward Harbor near the south parking lot 
●​ Mount Marathon Race – Jefferson Street downtown corridor 
●​ Spirit of Seward – Seward Elementary School exterior​

 

For a full mural map and walking tour, visit:​
 👉 https://www.alaska.org/guide/seward-mural-capital-walk 
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SEWARD MARINE CENTER HISTORY 
●​ 1960  Institute of Marine Science (IMS) established by vote of the Alaska Legislature 
●​ 1964 – 1980  R/V Acona serves as IMS research vessel 
●​ 1970  Marine station relocated from Douglas to Seward 
●​ 1970  University of Alaska designated a Sea Grant institution 
●​ 1978  D.W. Hood Laboratory and apartments completed 
●​ 1980  R/V Alpha Helix replaces Acona as IMS research vessel 
●​ 1982  K.M. Rae Marine Education Building completed 
●​ 1987  College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences (CFOS) created by the UA Board of Regents 
●​ 2005  Seward Marine Center becomes a CFOS division, separate from IMS 
●​ 2007  R/V Alpha Helix sold to Stabbert Maritime (Seattle) in preparation for the Alaska Region 

Research Vessel 
●​ 2008  SMC hosts the National Ocean Sciences Bowl finals with 250+ visitors nationwide 
●​ 2009  NSF awards funding under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to construct the 

Alaska Region Research Vessel (ARRV), homeported in Seward 
●​ 2011  NSF funds expansion of the SMC Mooring Laboratory; construction completed in 2012 
●​ 2014  R/V SIKULIAQ launched in Marinette, Wisconsin 
●​ 2015  UAF CFOS takes ownership of Sikuliaq, completing its maiden voyage from the Great 

Lakes to the Pacific via the Panama Canal 
●​ July 2015  Sikuliaq visits Seward homeport for the first time 
●​ 2016  SFOS formally renamed the College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences (CFOS) 
●​ 2015 – Present  Sikuliaq operations remain the central focus of SMC’s research and logistics 

efforts 
●​ 2018 – Present  SMC hosts the Seward Community Garden Club’s community garden 
●​ 2019  SMC takes delivery of the 40-foot near-shore research vessel Nanuq, supporting coastal 

studies throughout the northern Gulf of Alaska 
●​ 2021  The K.M. Rae Building repurposed for conferences, meetings, and educational events 
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RESEARCH @ SMC 
 
The Seward Marine Center supports a broad range of marine and oceanographic research 
conducted by the University of Alaska Fairbanks College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences 
(CFOS) and partner institutions. 

Facilities at SMC include wet and dry laboratories, a mooring fabrication shop, machine shop, 
wood shop, glider-servicing area, and waterfront access to Resurrection Bay. The site provides 
critical logistical and technical support for near-coastal and offshore research aboard the R/V 
Nanuq and R/V Sikuliaq. 

Selected Research Highlights 

●​ Long-Term Ecosystem Monitoring – The Seward Line / Gulf of Alaska GLOBEC 
Monitoring Program examines how climate variability affects marine ecosystems and 
productivity.​
 

●​ Ocean Acidification and Mooring Programs – Continuous time-series and glider 
deployments monitor changes in ocean chemistry, temperature, and salinity throughout 
the northern Gulf of Alaska.​
 

●​ Graduate Student Projects – Research on microplastics in marine mammals, seaweed 
and mollusk health, and ocean-acidification impacts on species such as razor clams.​
 

●​ Marine Instrumentation and Technology – Development, maintenance, and calibration 
of moored sensors and autonomous oceanographic platforms.​
 

●​ Collaborative Field Support – SMC provides shore-based facilities and vessel 
operations support for CFOS faculty, graduate students, and external collaborators 
conducting research across Alaska’s coastal and offshore regions.​
 

For more information and a current list of CFOS research projects, visit:​
 👉 https://www.uaf.edu/cfos/about-us/locations/seward 
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