AG INTRELIBERAL ARTS:
THE TOUISE-WAY




ALASKA PACIFIC
UNIVERSITY
SPRING GREEK
FARM

A BRIEF HISTORY




APU KELLOGG GAMPUS, PALMER, AK

800 AGRES TRUSTED TO APU BY LOUISE KELLOGG

* Purpose and mission: To honor
Louise Kellogg’s legacy by providing
place-based and experiential
educational opportunities in the
environment, outdoors and
agriculture.




THE KELLOGG CAMPUS IS HOME T0:

 Masters in Science e FIELD School: * APU Spring Creek

of Outdoor and (Home school Farm: a 6 acre

Environmental enrichment program) working and
Education program

i I
(MSOEE) educational vegetable
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WHY A FARM?




HOW GAN A FARM SUPPORT A
LIBERAL ARTS GURRIGULUM?

APU GORE COMPETENCIES:

|. Effective Communication - Graduates demonstrate the ability to get one’s point across in
writing, presentations, and organizations in order to share information, teach others, and foster

collaboration.

2. Critical Thinking - Graduates demonstrate the ability to compute, analyze, make sense of
information or data, and reach reasoned conclusions cognizant of possible bias or fallacies.

3. Cultural & Historical Perspective - Graduates demonstrate the ability to effectively consider
tradition and heritage in relation to decision-making in a world shaped by diverse cultures and
abiding histories.

4. Scientific Inquiry - Graduates demonstrate the ability to reach verifiable conclusions based on
documented observations, findings, and recognized methods in order to know how things work in
our world.

5. Ethical Engagement - Graduates demonstrate ability to raise needed questions and apply ethical
and effective problem-framing and problem-solving to make things better.
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CRITIGAL THINKING AND FARMING




WHY IS CRITICAL THINKING
IMPORTANT?

Developing strong sustainable agriculture systems

Craval Reviews in ? ]
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Innovative Education in Agroecology: Experiential Learning
for a Sustainable Agriculture

C. A. Francis," N. Jordan,? P. Porter,® T. A. Breland,” G. Lieblein,*
L. Salomonsson,* N. Sriskandarajah,* M. Wiedenhoeft,” R. DeHaan,*
I. Braden,” V. Langer®

“With looming constraints to productivity due to limited resources and an imperative to feed a
growing human population, agricultural and food systems scientists are looking at larger systems
issues as well as alternative research methods and strategies that will contribute to solutions in
the context of resource scarcity. Likewise, students will be faced with challenges full of
uncertainty and increased complexity, needing a multi-perspective approach to seek solutions.”



WHY IS CRITICAL THINKING
IMPORTANT?

HEALTH EDUCATION RESEARCH Vol 12 no 4 1997
Theory & Practice Pages 429-436

Critical thinking: a central element in developing
action competence in health and environmental
education

Finn Mogensen

* Action competence:“an individual's capacity of critically selecting and conducting
possible actions that may solve societal problems through democratic mechanisms"




WHY IS CRITICAL THINKING
IMPORTANT?

Employability!

According to a 2006 Conference Board Report:

* “More than half of the employer respondents (57.5 percent)
indicate that Critical Thinking/Problem Solving abilities are “very
important” to successful performance on the job”

* “69.6 percent of employer respondents report high school
graduate entrants as ‘deficient.” in critical thinking.



NEED FOR CRITICAL THINKING
EDUCATION

Deficient Critical Thinking Skills among
College Graduates: Implications

for leadership

KevIN L. FLORES, GINA S. MATKIN, MARK E. BURBACH,

CoURTNEY E. QUINN & HEATH HARDING
Unsversity of Nebraska-Lancoln

US. | EDUCATION

Exclusive Test Data: Many Colleges Fail to Improve Critical-Thinking Skills
Results of a standardized measure of reasoning ability show many students fail to improve over four years—even at some flagship schools,

Study: Nearly Half of Millennials Get
an '+ In Critical Thinking




EXPERIENTIAL ED = GRITICAL THINKING

Concrete
Experience

’ (COINg / having an \
expenence )

Active Reflective
Experimentation Observation

(pfanming / tryang oul (reviewing [ refllecting
what you have eamed ) on the expenence )

k Abstract l

Conceptualisation
(CONCiudIng / learmmng

from the experience)

Kolb’s Theory of Experiential Learning: https://www.simplypsychology.org/



https://www.simplypsychology.org/

WORKING FARMS PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES IN GRITIGAL THINKING




WORKING FARMS PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES IN GRITIGAL THINKING
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EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION AT WORK
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EXPERIENTIAL EDUCATION AT WORK




“Let there be no doubt about it. My
aim is to protect the land for use
by private educational institutions,
for without the serenity of the
fields and woods, animals and
friendly birds in their natural
setting, a private educational
institution can only offer book

learning, not a real education.” —
Louise Kellogg




COMMUNITY SUPPORTED
AGRICULTURE

» Customers pay in advance for produce
from an individual farm (CSA)

* Donations support agricultural easements
* Increased awareness of buying local
» Shopping at Farmer’s Markets

» Supporting legislation that makes
preserving farmland and providing farmer
assistance a priority




COMMUNITY SUPPORT-/VG
AGRICULTURE




WAYS TO GET INVOLVED AT APU
SPRING CREEK FARM

Join our CSA program for the 2020 season

* Find our produce at APU or ANTHC farm
stands,Wednesday afternoons, mid June to

late September

* Enroll in an academic program: MSOEE
program or FIELD School

* Educational and Community Partnerships —
contact us

e Community Days

* Coming soon:Workshops




To learn more:

Ben Swimm, Farm Manager
bswimm(@alaskapacific.edu

https://wwwe.alaskapacific.edu/
Kellogg-campus/



http://alaskapacific.edu
https://www.alaskapacific.edu/kellogg-campus/

