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Thank you for participating in this poll, it is voluntary. This information will help 
understand who is in the audience today and help us learn more about peony 
farming in Alaska. Your statements may be anonymized and shared publicly. Your 
individual responses to multiple choice questions will be kept private. If  you have 
any questions about this poll, please email Heidi Rader at hbrader@alaska.edu

On your Phone or Computer
a
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Type in Room: UPYRQ6D
Write N/A if  it doesn’t apply or leave blank







Carolyn Chapin started one of  the first peony farms 
in Alaska (and in Fairbanks) in 2003 with Jan 
Hanscom. She explained,

"There’s all these complex moving 
pieces, it’s like a jet engine. . . . but people 

are looking at it like it’s a bicycle.”



No. of  farmers has increased, but 
how many have stopped farming?



Hoped for prices: 500 plants x 10 stems (5,000 
stems) x $4 (100% stems sold) = $20,000 net sales
More realistic: 500 plants x 7 stems (3500 stems) x 
$3.25 with 75% stems sold = $8,531 net sales

Break-even price of  $2.22 per stem, Farm gate price, 
before marketing and boxing and shipping

Percentage to 
Broker or 
Packhouse Lower end Price per stem

10% $7,678 $2.19
20% $6,825 $1.95
30% $5,972 $1.71
40% $5,119 $1.46
50% $4,266 $1.22
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