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Creating Sustéinable Local Food Systems:
Traditional Foods & Q)
Agricultural Adaptations
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Indigenous Food Values

» Our culture is intrinsically linked to food security and sovereignty
» Our calendar and work schedule follows seasons versus workweeks
» Harvesting and preparing food must be part of everyday life

» We are relatives of plants, animals, land, air and water

» We honor those relationships with ceremony

» We only take what is nheeded to survive to ensure sustainability

» Zero waste - every part of animal or plant is used

» State and Federal policies are endangering our Indigenous foods




Food Gathering & Natural Medicines

» Knowing wild foods availability
» Understanding environment & animal behavior
» Knowing plants & medicines
» Picking berries and plants

» Digging root foods







Forming Collaborative Partnerships to
Advance Solutions to Food Security and Wellbeing

Traditional Foods Agriculture

Indigenous Knowledge a Collaborative Partners
Cultural Resilience Adaptation

Sustainable Local Food System

Improved Holistic Health

Food Security
Community Resilience




What factors contribute to the success of
agricultural operations in rural Alaska?

Collaboration Planning
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Project Life Cycle - Feasibility, Design,
Construction, Operations and Maintenance




Feasibility, Design & Construction

Scale project to community needs



Operations & Maintenance

Biomass Heated Greenhouse - Land Management & Labor

Equipment, Workforce, Access Roads, Lumber Yard and Storage



Operations & Maintenance

Education, Community Involvement & Marketing
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Programs that Work
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D Tyonek Garden
[ NVT Market (4 daysiweek)
D Weekly farmers market




Collaborative Partnerships




Collaborative Partnerships

Goosefoot Farm — St. Pierre Family




Local Application - Collaboration Potential
Nenana Totchaket Agriculture Project




Native Values Applied to Sustainability

» Spirituality is embedded in all elements
» Humans are responsible for maintaining harmony with nature \\
» Resources are gifts - reciprocity between humans and nature |
» Honor nature daily with ceremony and spirituality \
» Wisdom and values come from direct interaction with nature

» Time is circular with naturally sustainable cycles




Vision - Partnerships for Sustainable Food Hubs

SAMPLE: INFRASTRUCTURE FEATURES IN A GENERIC COMMUNITY
INVOLVED IN THE LOCAL FOODSHED RESILIENCE PROGRAM
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Concluding thoughts
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Children participate in harvesting veggies in lgiugig
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Questions?
Eva Burk:
Phone: 907-322-7467
edburk@alaska.edu




