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HOW WESTERN SARE HELPED
POTATO FARMERS ON THE KENAI
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THE VALUE OF FOOD
SOLD DIRECTLY
TO CONSUMERS
INCREASED FROM
2.2 MILLION IN 2012 TO
4.5 MILLION [N 2017




KENAI PENINSULA FARM SALES

B Food Sales Direct to Consumers ($S100K)
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RESEARCH QUESTION

“Will more efficient production using
appropriately-sized technology, along
with cooperative marketing,
significantly increase production and
market penetration of locally-grown

root crops on the Kenai Peninsula?”’



PROJECT OBJECTIVES

|. To trial single-row harvester and
tub-washer on 5 small-scale farms

2. To quantify the environmental,
economic and social impacts

3. To assist producers in designing a
cooperative marketing plan and
evaluating the results



MULTI-
PURPOSE

DIGGER

PTO drive
76" chute

Adaptable to
carrots, onions,
garlic, etc.

Base: $4800

Upgrade: $1100

Plus shipping




26” DRUM
WASHER

Continuous feed

Batch feed

Spudes, carrots,
sturdy root veg

Base: $4950

Upgrade: $550

Plus shipping
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DISINFECTION PROTOCOL FOR SHARED POTATO EQUIPMENT
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Friday-Saturday, September 14-15, 2018 Kenal Peninsula, Alaska $1 npwsstands caly'$1.50 Sunday

Affordable equipment program Inaugural

Harvest
aims to help farmers, feed families .
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PROJECT RESULTS

Harvest/post-harvest hours: down 45-80%
Digging hours: 4.5 hours/acre, and improving

Washing hours: 4x faster with drum washer




MORE PROJEGT RESULTS

Production and market penetration:
no increase yet.

Cooperation:

information-sharing, benchmarking,
draft plan for cooperative marketing

Over 500 # of produce donated to food banks
so far!




YOU CAN DO ITTOO




WESTERN

SARE 2=
SHZ

Sastarmable Agrcuidure

Resoarch & Educason  Orants and Education to Advance Innovations in Sustaimable Agriculture

SARE Naticowide

Learning And Resources SARE In Your State News From The West

Home » Projects

- Projects
Search the Projects
Database

Project Products
Funded Projects by

Year

Funded Grants in Your
State

Submit a Report

SARE's mission is
to advance—to the whole

Projects

Producers, agriculture professionals and researchers awarded Western SARE grant
funds have found wide-ranging outcomes that can help farmers and ranchers sustain
ther operations and the environment i which they cperate. This growing body of
knowledge on sustainable agriculture can be accessed in a vaniety of ways.

You can review descriptions of Western SARE funded proposals from 2003 to present,
scarch the National SARE database for all progress and final reports, read a profile of
grants by state, review materials created dunng a project or submit a report if you are
a project investigator,

Search the Projects Database

Search the National SARE Projects Database 10 read summacies of projects and their cutcomes
and impacts,

From the Field

Pest or Beneficial? Ea




YOUCANDOITTOO

Define a project based on local needs

Search the SARE database

www.WesternSARE.org
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Heidi Chay, District Manager
www.kenaisoilandwater.org

kenaiswcd@gmail.com

(907) 283-8732 x 5



