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Minimum Requirements for Degrees: B.A.: 130 credits; for M.A.: 30
credits

The northern studies program offers an interdisciplinary study of
northern problems and policy issues. The purpose of the northern
studies program is to give interested students a broader study of the
northern region—its environment, peoples and problems.

The geographic location of UAF is outstanding for the study of
northernissues. Students examine the countries and regions throughout
the circumpolar North, and their distinctive problems, such as the
survival of indigenous populations, environmental and wilderness
issues, high rates of alcoholism and suicide, fragile environments,
adaptation to extreme cold and cycles of light and darkness and adult
development in small frontier societies.

The northern studies curriculum is centered around an
interdisciplinary course (NORS 484W—Seminar in Northern Studies)
which is taken in the senior year.

The M.A. program is designed especially for students who live and
work in the North and who want to expand their knowledge of the
history, economics, politics, psychology and anthropology of northern
regions. Many northern studies students are seeking employment with
northern agencies and want to develop a broad perspective on northern
issues. Some students plan to pursue doctoral work in a discipline such
as history or anthropology and seek a master’s degree with a broad
approach. Other students are employed as teachers, military personnel,
oragency staffand wantarich, interdisciplinary program. The program
is suitable for any of these goals, and it is designed to be compatible
with either full-time graduate study or full-time employment.

The M.A. program offers three concentrations: northern history, global
environmental policy, and individualized study. Students of northern
history benefit from the availability of the Alaskaand circumpolar collections
of the UAF library, UA museum, and the Polar Regions Collection. The
global environmental policy concentration focuses on political, social and
psychological responses to environmental change. The individualized
study concentration has a focus selected by the student.

The program offers a thesis or non-thesis option. The choice of
option is guided by the student’s interests and goals, the graduate
advisory committee, and the requirements of the university. Faculty in
the program are drawn from such disciplines as Alaska Native studies,
art, anthropology, economics, English, geography, history, library
science, political science and psychology.

Forinformation on studying at McGill University, Montreal, Canada;
the University of Copenhagen, Denmark; or opportunities for study in
the former U.S.S.R., see International Study Abroad and Exchange
Programs.

™

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM
Northern Studies—B.A. Degree

1.
2.
3.

Complete the general university requirements (page 28).
Complete the B.A. degree requirements (page 33).

Complete the following northern studies core requirements:*

ANL 315—Alaska Native Languages: Eskimo-Aleut ..........c.cc.ccoceenee 3
ANTH 242—Native Cultures of Alaska ..........cccccceevnvnnoiniiieiennns 3
BIOL 104—Natural History of Alaska ..... .3
GEOG 427—Cold Lands .......cccccevrvnriririicicennns .3
HIST 483W—20th Century Circumpolar History w3
NORS 484W—Seminar in Northern Studies ............ccccceoevnnnnnnnne 3
PS 263—Alaska Native Politics (3)

or PS 462—Alaska Government and Politics (3) wvoovvvvvevveceennnnn.. 3

4. Complete 15 credits* from 2 of the following groups:**

Anthropology
ANTH 309—Circumpolar Archaeology .........ccccooevvnreiriiiiieinnenns 3

ANS/ANTH 320W—Language and Culture: Applications to Alaska ... 3
ANTH 380—The People of Alaskan Southwest: Aleuts, Kodiak Islanders
and the Chugach ........ocooviiiiiiii e
ANTH 381—The Inupiaq and Yup’ik Peoples
ANTH 382—The People of Alaskan Southeast
ANTH 383—Athabascan Peoples of Alaska and Adjacent Canada ...... 3

. Geography
GEOG 302—Geography of Alaska ........c.cccooviiiiiiiniincce 3
GEOG 303—Geography of United States and Canada ..............c......... 3
GEOG 306—Geography of RUSSIa ..........ccccccuiiiiciiiriiiiccccccaes 3
History
HIST 320—Modern Scandinavia ..............cccccoccerrninnioiiiiccccceeens 3
HIST 354—Canadian History to 1867 ...........ccccoooviiiiiiiiciiccccne 3
HIST 355—Canadian History: 1867 to Present ............c.cococvvvcreeciennns 3
HIST 375W—History of the Northern Pacific ... w3
HIST 460—Russian AMETIiCa .......c.ccocoiiiiiiiiiiiicic 3
HIST 461W—History of Alaska ..........ccccoceeiiiiiniicccicene 3
HIST 464—History of RUSSIA ..........cccooviiiiiiiiciccccccceccec 3
HIST 481—Polar Exploration and its Literature ...............ccccccccooevcnee. 3
Political Science
PS 321—International POLHICS .......coooiiiiiiiiciiiiiccce 3
PS 322—International Law and Organization ............c.ccccceeevieieccnnee 3
PS/ANS 325—Native Self-Government ............cccooceuvicunnee .3
PS/ANS 450—Comparative Aboriginal Rights and Policies .. 3
PS 468W—Government and Politics of Russia ...........cccccccevnnnnnn. 3
Humanities
ART 365—Native Art of Alaska ... 3
ENGL 349—Narrative Art of Alaska Native Peoples (in English
TTANSIATION) .ot 3
ENGL 350—Literature of Alaska and the Yukon Territory .3
MUS 441—Alaska Native Music and Social Change ........................... 3
Northern 1anguage® ™ .........ccccoeviirinircceee e 10
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Minimum credits required ............cocoeeveeeiieiiiniiniee 130
* Student must earn a C grade or better in each course.

** Students are encouraged to use the major in conjunction with a discipline-
based major. Double majors linking Northern Studies with, for example, Alaska
Native studies, anthropology, geography, history or political science majors may
double count a maximum of 9 credits from the above groupings toward the second
major. Other majors may double count a maximum of 9 credits toward their
university distribution requirements.

#** Two semesters of a northern language, such as Eskimo or Russian.

MINOR
1. Complete the following:
ANL 315—Alaska Native Languages: Eskimo-Aleut ........................... 3
ANTH 242—Native Cultures of Alaska ............ccccooocoviniiiniininnn. 3
BIOL 104—Natural History of Alaska ................ccccooooiiiiii 3
GEOG 427—Cold Lands ...........cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiiicecccciceeee e 3
HIST 483W—20th Century Circumpolar HiStory ..........c.ccoeceeerunnenne 3
PS 263—Alaska Native Politics (3)
or PS 462—Alaska Government and Politics .............cccooeiiceee. 3
2. Minimum credits required ...........coooviieieiiiie 18
GRADUATE PROGRAM

Northern Studies—M.A. Degree

Concentrations: Global Environmental Policy, Individualized Study,
and Northern History

1.
2.
3.

6.

Complete the general university requirements (page 43).

Complete the master’s degree requirements (page 46).

Complete the following

NORS 600—Perspectives of the North ..o 3
NORS 601—Research Methods and Sources in the North ................... 3
Complete two elective courses at the 400 or 600 level .................. 6
Complete 1 of the following:

NORS 698—Project
NORS 699—Thesis
Complete 1 of the following concentrations:

Global Environmental Policy*
a.

Complete 12 credits from the following:

NORS 647—U.S. Environmental Policy ...
NORS 648—Environmental Politics of the Circumpolar North
NORS 654—International Law and the Environment ................
NORS 655—Political Economy of the Global Environment ................
NORS 656—Science, Technology and POltics .......c.cocooevieiieiiieninnnne
NORS 658—Comparative Environmental Politics ................cccccceuiee
NORS 613—Wilderness and Environmental Psychology ..................... 3
Minimum credits required ...........cccceeeeiviriniinniieccce 30

* The global environmental policy concentration may be used as a basis for the
M.A. thesis/project.

Note: The global environmental policy concentration is a clear track toward
interdisciplinary doctoral programs.

™

Individualized Study*

a.

Complete 12 credits from the following:

1. Course offerings selected from the relevant department** and,

2. Courses offered within the Northern Studies program, including

those in the other concentrations (above) and,

3. Any of the following:

NORS 606—Science, Technology and Development in Northern
ReGIONS ..o 3

NORS 614—Human Adaptation to the Circumpolar North ............... 3

NORS 640—Ethics and Reporting in the Far North ...................

NORS 651—Law, Justice, and Society in the Circumpolar North

NORS 652—International Relations of the North

NORS 660—Government and Politics of Canada

NORS 662—Alaska Government and Politics ..........cccccceovvvininnininace

NORS 668—Government and Politics of Russia ...........cccccccccernenn. 3
NORS 680—Comparative EdUCAtON .......ccoevvirieireiricieieieirieireeccenes 3
. Minimum credits required ..........cccccooiiiiiinii e 30

* The individualized study concentration may be used as a basis for a M.A.
thesis/project typically under the direction of a faculty member in the most
relevant department.

** Some students may, with the consent of their graduate committee, develop and
individualized program with an emphasis on Alaska Native studies, northern art,
northern sociology, northern policy studies, or another northern field or
discipline.

Northern History*

a. Complete 12 credits from the following:
NORS 610—Northern Indigenous People and Contemporary Issues .. 3
NORS 620—Images of the North .......cccocoeiiiiniiiiiccce 3
NORS 625—Visual Images of the North ..........cccoooeiiiiiinnn, 3
NORS 653—Greenland: Home Rule and Self-determination ............... 3
NORS 661—History of Alaska .............ccooooiiiiiiiiiccce 3
NORS 664—HiStory of RUSSIA ....c.cvevvvririiiiiiicicicieieiieeseeee 3
NORS 681—Polar Exploration and its Literature .3
NORS 683—20th Century Circumpolar History . .3
NORS 690—Researching and Writing Public Northern History .3

b. Minimum credits required ...........c.ccccoovriiiiiiniicee, 30

* The northern history concentration may be used for the M.A. thesis/project.

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Admissions e P.O. Box 757480 e Fairbanks, AK 99775-7480 e admissions@uaf.edu ® www.uaf.edu
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is accredited by the Commission on Colleges and Universities of the Northwest Association of Schools and
Colleges. UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution. 4/03



