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What’s Happening at the Library? f IN THIS ISSUE \

Every Monday at 11 a.m. is Toddler Time. On May 5, WHAT'S HAPPENING AT
Toddler Time will be in the Cultural Center. On May 12, THE LIBRARY?
(weather permitting) Toddler Time will be at the 4-H Park.

) _ MAY CALENDAR
Check our FB page the morning of for potential updates.
On May 19 and 26, Toddler Time will be at the YK Fitness NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
Center. LIBRARY GIVING DAY

\_ J

Saturday, May 10, from 5 to 8 p.m. is the Start of Summer
Reading Game Tournament. We will hold two different
tournaments: a chess tournament lead by Scott Clifford
and a cribbage tournament lead by Mikayla Miller. Taylor
Finley from Tundra Women's Coalition (TWC) will also be
leading a table top game and other board games will be
available as well.

Saturday, May 17, at 8:30 a.m. join the Library and Danny
Nelson for Early Worm Catches the Bird aka community
birding. We will meet at Pinky's Park bright and early!

Friday, May 23, at 6:30 p.m. the library will show Alaska
Nets, a documentary that centers on two cousins' journey
in leading the local team to the state championship. In the
aftermath of an unimaginable tragedy, a basketball title
has the ability to breathe new life back into the small
town.

Saturday, May 31, from 12 to 4 p.m. is the AK Gamedev
Expo with Arctic Shield and Alaska Developer Alliance. The
AK Gamedev Expo is an open-floor event that invites
community members to sample locally-made games and
speak directly to the creators of those games about the
process of creating and publishing games. Attendees are
welcome free of charge and encouraged to try games,
speak to the creatives behind those games, and learn
about the process of making games directly from those
who have done it. All community members are welcome.



http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
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It's time to get signed up for SUMMER
READING! Summer reading programs at the
library help students retain literacy skills
developed during the school year and
prevent students from losing literacy skills
gained during the school year.

How do I sign up for summer reading?

You can stop by the library and fill out a
sign up sheet, give the library a call at 907-
543-4516, or sign up online. If you sign up
online, make sure to drop by the library to
pick up your summer reading bag that has
your reading log, calendar of summer
programs, and fun activities.

Who can sign up for summer reading?

The Kuskokwim Consortium Library has four
age brackets for challenges:

e PreK:ages birthto 5

e Children: ages 6 to 11

e Teens:ages12to18

e Adults: 18+
In other words, everyone can sign up for
summer reading!

KCL 2025
SUMMER READING

When does summer reading start?

Summer reading officially begins on Saturday,
May 10. The last day to log pages is August 13
at 6 p.m.

What can you expect from summer reading
this year?

There are two elements to summer reading.
One goal is to read as much as possible in
order to be entered into the summer reading
raffle to win prizes at our end-of- summer
reading celebration. Some prizes may
include sports equipment, craft/art kits, gift
cards, and so much more! Log those pages
into summer reading and your chances of
winning something awesome are almost
guaranteed.

This years theme is
“Level Up at Your
Library” so we will also
be doing a gameboard
reading challenge. Each
challenge bracket is
competing in a board
game. (So adults vs adults, teens vs teens,
etc.) All you have to do is log pages and stop
by the library to roll a die. That die tells you
how many spaces to move on the board. The
only way to win is to read!

LEVEL UP AT
YOUR LIBRARY

The second component of summer reading is
the many fun programs we provide to the
community all summer long! This year we
have all sorts of programs with the theme of
“games” and also some of our yearly
programs such as plant gathering walks,
kayaking, Artapalooza, and more! @



Scott’s Superb Selection:
Ready Player One

Ernest Cline’s Ready Player One is a science fiction epic
that takes place in a dystopian future of 2044. It features
one completely unremarkable Wade Watts. He spends
every possible moment he can in the OASIS, a virtual
reality created by the eccentric James Halliday that has
become the de facto place of life. Like many others,
Wade obsesses over James Halliday’s life so that he can
find a clue to the easter egg hunt that holds Halliday's
fortune. After many years of fruitless searching, Wade
distinguishes himself by being the first player to find the
§ A first clue.

The book is written in the first person of an eighteen year old boy, and its style is definitely
skewed towards Young Adult. Wade is certainly dorky and thinks he knows more about the
world than he does. The novel feels both authentic and hopeful in how Wade matures through
his sheer passion for 1980s media.

Younger audiences, even those that are fans of video games, may find themselves unable to
relate to the pinpoint nostalgia of the 1980s. The beginning especially is chock full of
references that may prove overindulgent. However, this pop culture obsession plays central to
the themes of enthusiasm and devotion. Although Ready Player One is specific in its domain,
its specificity is the mirror in which fans of media of any time period can see themselves. One
cannot help but admire the sheer depths of cultural trivia Cline displays.

| recommend this book to fans of late twentieth century geek culture, and to those curious if a
book about video games can have any substance.
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