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Happy February Friends! Toddler Time will be
happening at the Cultural Center on Monday
February 3 and 10 at 11 a.m. It will be happening
at the YK Fitness Center at 11 a.m. on Monday
February 17 in the studio and February 24 in the
pool. 

Chess Club will be held in the Alaska room from 12
to 2 p.m. on Saturday February 1. All chess
expertise levels will be welcome. Learn how to play
or challenge other players in town!

This month the library is debuting a new program:
Toddler Prom. This event is for birth to 5 year olds
and their families. Join the library on Saturday
February 8 from 4 to 6 p.m.  for music & dancing, a
photo booth, and treats for sale. We will also be
providing little craft activities. Hope to see you
there!

Paint Your Art Out is an adult painting session on
Friday February 21 from 6 to 8 p.m. This will be an
unguided two hour painting session for adults for
both watercolor and acrylic painting. 

We will also be hosting a Pokémon Day celebration
on Thursday February 27 from 4 to 6 p.m. Stop by
the library to do Pokémon themed crafts and learn
how to duel with Pokémon cards. 

What’s Happening at
the Library?

http://www.alaska.edu/nondiscrimination
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I was very honored and touched to find out a few
months ago that my sneaky and supportive
employee Mikayla Miller had nominated me for an
award called the I Love My Librarian Award. I was
even more excited when I got a call in December
from the American Library Association’s past-
president Emily Drabinski letting me know that I was
indeed receiving the award. Every year the American
Library Association honors 10 librarians out of over
1300 with this award. Mikayla coordinated with
community members to submit testimonials about
my work as a librarian for the nomination. 

I traveled to Phoenix for the ALA LibLearnX
conference the last week of January to receive the
award. It was very exciting to get to know the other
9 librarians receiving the award. We all work in very
different locations and in different types of libraries
ranging from school, public, academic and one
library in a youth correctional facility. Each of these
librarians has so much passion and love for the
work that they do and the communities that they
serve in. Jamar Rahming has transformed his library
into a thriving cultural and literacy center in his
predominantly black, working class neighborhood in
Delaware. Jessica Gleason established library
services through her book mobile in Western Maui
less than a month after devastating fires in 2023,
and Peggy Griffith helps students transition back
into the community after incarceration. It was very
inspiring to hear about the work of each of these
amazing librarians and I couldn’t believe that I was
there with them receiving the same award.  
The award ceremony was held at the opening
reception of the conference. Each awardee got up
and gave a short speech about their work.
Librarians don’t tend to be a group of people that
enjoy public speaking, so we had some good laughs
beforehand about our anxiety about getting up to
speak in front of hundreds of people. Everyone did
great though, and it was fun for all of us knowing
that family and friends were watching the live-
stream back home. 

Getting this award was a highlight of my
career, and it gave each of the awardees a
chance to feel like a celebrity librarian. A few
librarians fan-girled over me in the elevator,
and people around the state have reached
out to congratulate me. I love being a librarian
in Bethel, and it is very touching to have this
love recognized in this way. And while I am
the one receiving the award, what the library
provides to the community is a reflection of
the entire small but mighty library team.
Thomas Daniel has been working for the
library since 2018, and Mikayla Miller since
2020. We have also had rockstar Jesuit
Volunteers since 2017. 

Just to recap what I said in my speech:
libraries are essential services everywhere,
but even more so in a remote, rural area
where other services that many take for
granted are not available. I love serving this
community as the library director, and plan to
be here for many years to come! Quyana!

I Love My Librarian
Award Recap By: Theresa

Quiner

The next day each
of the awardees
had a private
photoshoot at the
Burton Barr
Central Library.
We all had a
chance to be a
model for a day in
our 2 hour
photoshoot! The
Carnegie
Corporation of 

New York is a long-time sponsor of this
award, and will use the photographs and
the video interviews with each of us to
make promotional videos to highlight the
awesome work being done by librarians
around the country. 
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This is the time of year where romance is in the air.
Romance novels that is. My favorite genre! I want to
highlight one author’s work in particular, Elizabeth
Hoyt’s Maiden Lane Series. This 12+ book series
takes place in 1730s London and has all sorts of
scandalous plots and intriguing ploys. 

The first book in the series, “Wicked Intentions,”  
follows Lord Caire in his search for a savage killer in
St. Giles. The widow Temperance Dews helps her
brother, Winter Makepeace run the foundling home
located in St. Giles. Mrs. Dews needs a wealthy
benefactor for the home for children and Lord Caire
needs to be shown the streets of St. Giles. They
work out a deal to make sure both get what they
want out of the arrangement but they both may
have gotten more than they bargained for. 

masked harlequin, aka the Ghost of St. Giles, that
roams the streets in order to help those in need. One
evening of particular danger, he himself is rescued by
the beautiful Lady Isabel Beckinhall. Lady Beckinhall is
the newest patroness of the foundling home and is
tasked with turning the stoic headmaster into an
upstanding member of high society. She is finding Mr.
Makepeace to be quite the challenge yet a very
intriguing man. She finds the same qualities in the
Ghost of St. Giles. 

“Dearest Rogue” (book 8) centers around Lady
Phoebe Batten. She is the youngest sister of a Duke
and is pretty, vivacious, and blind. Her overprotective
brother assigns her a bodyguard, former captain of
the King’s dragoons James Trevillion, who keeps Lady
Phoebe safe. Someone is out to kidnap her so in
order to do his job Captain Trevillion must whisk her
away before anyone else has a chance. He just so
happens to neglect telling anyone, including her
brother, where that is. Conveniently, he finds Lady
Phoebe extremely attractive and Lady Phoebe is
excited for the opportunity to have new experiences
making this adventure worth it to both of them. 

My two favorites in the series are “Thief of Shadows”
and “Dearest Rogue”. In “Thief of Shadows” (Book 4),
Winter Makepeace runs the St. Giles Home for
foundling children. He is a straightforward, much too
honest man by day but by night he is the notorious 

Mikayla’s Romance Recs

These are just three in a series of
12 plus novels plus several
novellas. There is so much to each
story and character. They are not
all likeable but they are all
fascinating to read about. This
series has all the whimsy of the
romance genre, and there are also
several darker moments of human
behavior. You can check them out
at the Kuskokwim Consortium
Library here: 

https://sisterfidelma.com/the-novels/

