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This PowerPoint template produces a 36"x48" presentation poster. You can use it to 
create your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, tables, charts and 
photos. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the poster design 
process and answer your poster production questions. For complete template 
tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and click on the  HELP DESK tab.

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster".

This is a template for a 
presentation poster

36 inches tall
by

48 inches wide

Important: Check the template size
Before you start working on your poster and to 
avoid printing problems check that you have 
downloaded and that you are using the correct 
size template for your poster presentation.
This template can also be printed at the 
following sizes without distortion and without 
any additional formatting:
30 tall x 40 wide
42 tall x 56 wide
48 tall x 64 wide

How to Zoom in and out
Use the PowerPoint zoom tool to adjust the 
screen magnification to view comfortably. 
PowerPoint provides 2 ways to zoom: 
1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW tab 
and then click on ZOOM. Choose the zoom 
percentage that works best for you. 
2. For better zoom flexibility, use the zoom 
slider at the bottom right of the window.

Ruler and Guides
The dotted lines on his poster template are guides.  The horizontal and vertical 
guides will help you align your poster elements accurately. Text boxes and other 
elements will ”snap” to the guides and stay within the boundaries of the columns. To 
hide the guides go to VIEW and uncheck the Guides box.

Headers and text containers
Included in this template are commonly used 
section headers such as Abstract, Objectives, 
Methods, Results, etc. 
- Click inside a section header to add its text. 
- To add another header, click on edge of the 
section box so that it is outlined. Copy and 
paste it. 
- To increase its size, click on the white circles 
and expand to the the desired size.

Adding content to the poster
Start by adding your text to each section without spending too much time with 
formatting. Use the default font size even if your text extends beyond the bottom of 
the poster. Continue until you have added all your content including text, graphics, 
photos, etc. Once you finish adding your content you can go back and format your 
text as needed.
- If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of your 

graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes and the 
size of your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller.

Photos
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, 
or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down 
the SHIFT key and dragging one of the white corner handles (dots). For a 
professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by stretching them 
disproportionally.

Quality check your graphics
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look clear, 
they will print well. 

QUICK START GUIDE
(THIS SIDEBAR WILL NOT PRINT)

How to change the template colors
You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the 
COLORS dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a 
tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-research-post
er-template-colors.html

You can also manually change the color of individual elements by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen 
select the background master where you can change the template 
background, column sizes, etc. 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that 
you go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

How to change the column layout configuration
You can manually change the configuration on the columns by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize 
them or modify them as needed for your layout. 
You can see a tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-column-co
nfiguration.html

How to hide the QUICK 
START GUIDE bars from 
the sides of the template
The Quick Start Guides are 
outside the template’s printable 
area and they will not be on the 
printed poster. 

If you create a PDF file from 
your template, the guides will 
not be included.

To hide the guides click on the 
Home tab (top of the screen) 
and then click on the Layout 
button below to see the 
available layouts. Choose the 
Without Guides layout.

How to preview your 
poster prior to printing
You can preview your poster at 
any time by pressing the F5 key 
on your keyboard. You will see 
on the screen what's on your 
poster and how it should look 
when printed. Press the ESC 
key to exit Preview.

F5 

How to print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the "Order Your Poster" 
button. You can have your poster printed on professional papers, 
fabric for easy traveling and a variety of other materials. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document, you will be receiving a PDF 
proof for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and 
paid for before noon (Pacific time) Monday-Friday, your order will 
ship out that same day. FedEx Next day, Second day, Third day, 
and Free Ground services are offered. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.
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Exploring Shifting Landscapes addresses 

and documents current impacts of climate 

change on the landscapes of interior 

Alaska. It uses an interdisciplinary 

approach to investigate the relationship 

between people and place and to inform a 

broad audience about current 

environmental changes. Art broadens 

individual perspectives communicates 

and form connections in ways that words 

and charts cannot. 

INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW

I have been investigating these themes with stream ecologist Tamara 

Harms and fire scientist Zav Grabinski to learn and share information 

about their work; following scientists into the field to observe their work, 

speaking with them about their research, and reading through studies to 

form background knowledge of the locations I paint. I direct visual 

emphasis through the use of intentional colors. Bright, dramatic colors vary 

from the naturalistic landscape palette, in an effort to illustrate invisible 

chemistry while enhancing the visual effect of the work. Abstract and 

representational combinations make the work accessible to varying 

aesthetic preferences.

Poker Creek Research Site   Poker Creek Painting

Abstract art does not appeal to as broad of an audience as representational 

work, which is why I wanted to include representation in my final pieces, 

even though I approached the concept abstractly. The colors chosen are 

bright and unnatural compared to the realistic elements, and are attention 

drawing. The abstract elements highlight areas with unseen chemistry, 

which is the basis behind the scientific studies. Both scientists I worked 

with looked at how areas change and recover from wildfire burn and 

permafrost thaw, and what the effects of those events have on areas. 

Painting studio                 Poker Creek Field Study

METHODS AND CONCEPT

The physical result of this project is a show on display in Arctic Java for 

two months. Not only does this reach the UAF community, but any public 

who happen to pass through the building as well. Each painting was 

labeled with scientific information from the site or information on why it 

was included in the body of work. 

“Feedback Loop”

One of my favorite experiences field painting for this project was visiting 

the Yankovich Fire site to the north of UAF. As I was painting, an 

earthquake happened, which is normally hard to feel outdoors, but I was 

sitting still enough that I noticed the ground and plants move, which felt 

completely surreal. 

The Poker Creek Painting in the previous section also depicts a large storm 

cloud, which overtook our outing, and was a good opportunity to discuss 

trends in increased storm and fire activity, as well as toxicity of rainwater. 

The opportunity to participate in the field and learn up close about changes 

in the local landscape is incredibly valuable to my future work as an artist. 

RESULTS AND EXPERIENCE CONCLUSION

URSA has helped me present a 

scientific topic to the community. This 

project offered great experience for 

me professionally and academically, it 

challenged my painting techniques, 

my organization skills, and taught me 

how to collaborate with an 

interdisciplinary approach. I am 

excited to see where this show goes, 

and look forward to community 

feedback. 

“Release and Revival”
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Landscapes are fascinating in the way that they constantly change and shift 

around us. I am deeply interested in the relationship people have with 

landscape, and wanted to dive deeper into that relationship by looking 

specifically at scientific work focused on the environment in Alaska and 

creating a group of pieces to inform and creatively study that scientific 

work. Plein Air Painting and arts/science collaboration have been proven to 

improve artists perception of the environment and natural dynamics of 

subjects. Artistic collaboration allows the exploration of scientific research 

in a way that draws the focus of research and progress to the origin of 

curiosity about the world around us. Visual representation presents itself in 

a more approachable manner compared to a research paper, and can be 

shared to a broader audience and help the audience understand concepts 

related to ecosystems, environments, and the world we live in. 

Collaboration with scientists will give the show depth and purpose in the 

community.

Presentation with stream ecologists

Field study at Vault Creek

Exploring Shifting Landscapes
Tehya McLeod
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