
NOTES ON KONIAG NIATERIAL CULTURE 

Rob e7't F. Heiz e1· 

In th niver ity of Ca lifornia Mus urn of Anth ro polo£ty at B rl< el y 
is a la rg collection of Eskimo m ate rial culture wl : h wa ama · ·ed as 
incid nta l to the activiti of the Alaska o mmercia l ompany o rn e 60 
to 70 y -ar · ago (John ·ton , 1940). Inc1ud Jd in thi !:l r · r co li ction. a nd 
d scribed h re i a s m a ll lot of a rtifact fro m Kodiak I ·land , a nd th 
p r umption is that th e pecime ns a rc to be a ttribut d to the 
indigenous Kon iag or P;:tc .fic E kimo of th e loca le . Mo t of th a rti cle 
are likely to have be n ecured from r e ident n ativ - 2, the m ajo rity f 
whom were Koni ag of the is land, but th minorit doubt! · · included 
sam Al ut from the island to w twa1 d , a nd Atha ba can from th 
Cook Inlet region. A few it m · in t h coil -ction a r obviou ly of 
Athaba can Indian typ and m ay be pr urn d to h a \ bee n imp rted 
from th e mainl a nd t th ea t. 

The only first-rat tud y of K niag m a te rial cultur i · b Kaj 
Birket-Smith (1941) who h a publish ed cription of the 
mater ial collected by H . J. Holmbe r g in x ·. t no ·in g le 
print d which contain s a n ad quate s umma r of th cu ltur 
of the E kimoan p opl of Kodiak. Among the mor important ing le 
work ar tho e of Birk t -Smi th (1942) , Holmb rg (1856) , Hrdlicka 
(1944) , L a nti s (1938) , Me rck (1937) and P troff (1884). 

Th Koni ag belong t the E hmo a n tack , a nd ar cl o l a ffiliatcd 
both culturally a nd lin g ui ·ticaily to th Chugach f Pri ne ~ William 
Sound (Birk t -Smi th , 1941 , p. 124). o doubt thr ug h thi m ai nland 
connection om of th obv;ous orthwe t Coas L t r a it· p c f n t on Kodiak 
(e.g ., the d co1ation ·on the ba ·k try h at hown by Birk t - Smith , 1941 
Fig. 7 a nd Sauer, 1802, Pl. 17) w r tran mitted f rom s uch a· 
the northe rn Tlingit. 

The Koni ag eco nomy wa based upo n a lmo n and se>a-ma mmals 
which th y took w ith a vari ty of h o•>ks and h a · poons. Wha l · w r 
hunted by m an of slate- tipped la nces poi o n d with a n xtt·a ct of 
aconit plan:s (Heiz r , 1943) . uch familiar Eskimo it m a th la rg . 
open worn n 's boat or umi a k , the ka a l< a nd bidark , ·p ar thr w r , fur 
a nd g uts kin clothin ·, oil la mp, · miluna · ·la t kn :fc or ul o, and 1 ott ry 
(H iz r , 1949) w r known to th e Koniag. Th e dog ·1 d w a no t u ·ed , 
though dogs were pr nt. Th Koniag culture w a . to us Kro b r ' 
words, 'h avily charg d with el m nt us uall y r ga rd ed as o rthw s t 
Co D. t or A iatic c nd la kin o· much f t h inv nto ry of 'typica l ' 
life' (Kro b r , 1939 p. 157). 

II am ind bt d to Pr fe or· E. W. Gifford. Dir ctor of th Mu u m o f 
Anthropo logy for making th E kimo co li ct i ns ava ilab l f r study. 
and to Dr·. C. M eig han for th e phot.oor aph · [ th e K diak mat rial. 
2p t eoJf record 1943 Koniag in the 1880 cen us. Holmbc r·g in 18:)1, 
beli e cl th ir number to b about 1.500. 
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OBJECTS OF DRE 

Boots (Pl. 1a) 

A D ADORNME T 

A pair of boot of oft tann d 1 ath r (Mu '2 um o. 2-6557) i 
d carat d with r d flann 1 and fur trip r d paint a nd mall 1 s 
b ad . The sole i a ingl rath r tiff pi ce of tanned d hair d 1 ath r 
to which i affixed with fin two-pl left-twi t sin w thr ad th 
upp r. Th ole am i flat and th no w It or puck ring. Th 
upper consist of a small triangular ection to form the to curve and 
th top has a v rtical seam up the ba k. Th dec01·ati n comprises a 

rti al trip of alternatin..,. blue whit e llow and r d e d-b ad 15 
bead wid running vert.cally down th front of the top which split 
to v r th am of th e.; upper. Aroun :i th bot om run alt rnat' n 
trip f red and white b_ads. The b8ad2d .rip arc outlined in faint 

r d pigment and on ach s id of the t p are cro e m rk d in r d. Th 
op ning ha oft gray fur edging ew d to a red flann 1 t rip and th r 
are four doubl ta 1 of fur and flann 1. 

Th e b t ar d carat d in pr ci ely th am fa hi n as tho e 
shown by 0 good (193 7 Pl . 4, 5) from th Tanaina f the Cook 
Inl t region. 

HUNTING IMPLEMENTS 

Spear thrower (Pl. 1 b) 
A p arthrow r (2-4337) 60 em. long of th arne g neral shape 

as tho e hown by Birk t-Smith ( 1941 Fig. 17) i in th Kodiak 
coll ction. Thi form i unlik that a ttribut d b Ma on ( 1885 Pl. 17) 
to Kodiak I land and i imilar to n hown by Ma ·on (op. ct. Pl. 6) 
of doubtful prov ni nc _, and t that d pict d b Li ia n k (1814, Pl. III) 
from Kodiak. Ma on K di k sp a thrower i pr ba bl n thing mor 
than an import d Al uti a n (Unala ka n? ) p 
Bow (Pl. lg h) 

quit other. Birk t-Smith s 
that in ontradi tinction t oth r Eskimo 

m to hav b n mploy d doe not 
hold for both of th Kodiak b w hav a sin w c:1 bl b eking of the 

which Murdock (1890 pp. 308-310 Pl. 12) ha call d 

3H 1mb rg 1856. p . 106 > a l o d ni in w-ba king n w . 
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o i es on Koniag Mate1·ia~ CuLiure 

One e nd of th bow t rin g h a. a looped e nd fo rmed by p licing; th 
other end is f r a nd was probably knotted into a loop wh e n th e bow 
w a trung. Th e bowstring on. i ts of thr c ri ght-twist ·inew ·trand:. 

Th second bow (No. 2-6363) is 131 em. long a nd is of imil ar 
con. truction. Th e s lightl y rounded back i 4.0 em. a t the w ide t point. 
The multi p le cord cable cons ists of 10 f ine bra ided ·inc\o\ ·trings into 
which a r c in e rted numerous short r d cotton thread s a nd tufts o f blue 
thr ad i r d ecorat ion. 

Dar t.<; and Harpoon Anows (Pl. le- d. P l. 2d - g ) 
A s a - ot ter dart (2-3043) pract ically id e n t ica l to those show n by 

Birket-Smith ( 1941. Fig . 15g - h) i 126 em . long, including the b~ n c 

socket pi ec w hich is 20 em. in le ng th (P I. lc) . Th bone head (Fi g . 1, 
No. 2) i barb d , h a · a line g ua rd to which th bra id ed sin ew line 
is loop d. a nd h a a . traight tang . Th e wood n sh aft is painted r d . The 
braided line a t th e di stanc of 74 em. fr m the barb d h ad divide·, a nd 
each leg of t h e Y i ti ed to the d a r t haft 24 em. apa rt. The featherin g 
i radi a l a nd i attach d to the haft in the m a nne r d ·cr ~ bed by 
Birket-Smith (1941 , p . 138) . 

Four h arpoo n a rrow ( 2-6359, 2- 6360, 2-6364, 2-6365) have n cks for 
engag in cr a bow tring (Pl. 2g ). Each is about 78 em. long including the 
bone ock tpiec (PI. 2d-f) which r a nge from 22 to 26 em. in le ngth 
a nd a re 1 em. in diamet r. The sm all head (Pl. 2d-f) a re unil ate ra lly 
ba rbed a nd have lin hol to which the braided retr ieving lin is 
attached. In each instanc the line divid · with the ends ti d to the 
shaft. Th e hafts a re pa int d r d , a nd und r th f in s inew wrap w hich 
attach e t he sock tp iec to t he haft, i a p iece of thin birchbark. Fil ed 
notch e a nd in cis d Jines on th e head (Fig. 1, No . 1, 3 ) p robably 
repr e nt p ro p rty m a rk . 

A dart . haft 106 em. lon o· which i · now equipped onl y with 
feathers (2 - 3042) h a a ta ng d socke tpi ce m ad in the fa hion hown 
in Fig. 1, o. 6. Th o longer a nd th inn r ocketpi c of the a - otter 
darts a nd h a rpoon arrow de cr ib d abov a rc imil a rl y con ·tructed . 
In a ll of the ock t p i ce. the cavit) fo r rec iv ing th e butt of the point 
i too la rg and h a b e n pa rtl y f ill ed with a wooden bu bing. 

SwL H m·poon (Pl. 1 f) 
A comp le t a l ha rpoon with float a ttach ed to th sh a ft (2 -6350) 

i like one hown by Lisi a n:ky ( 1814 . Pl. III) a n d Birkc t-Smith ( 1941 , 
F ig. 13 ) . A imil n r Coo k Inlet T a na in a :pcc imen is illu trated by Osgood 
ll937. Fi g. 16) . 

Th e h a rpoo n :ha ft is c.vlindri ca l <. nd from a ma ximum diamete r of 
3 em . at t h e p roxim a l e nd. it ta pe r· r cr u la rl to 1.2 em. di a m t r at 
the but t end. Th e un il ate ra lly barb d h ad i 17 .6 em. long. a nd r · t 
in a sim pl ockc t in t he nd of th e wooden : haft. Th r i. no -pa rat 

cketpi ece or fo r haft, th nd of th e shaft being sim p! ~; bound vvith 
a twi t d in e w cord. Th hnrpoo n lin c n. is ts of a h a vy. fl at b ra id 
of ine w 105 em. l ng into w hi ch h 8. v b n inse rt d lo ng h a ir Th e 
hea\ y lin ha attached at ne e nd a . inew cord loop to wh i h i 
attach d the ··lea d r·· for t he ba rb d h ead. a nd a t th oth e r e nd divide 
into a Y or martinga le. th e e nd · o[ wh ich ar' attached to the s h <.~ [t 77 em. 
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Figure I 

apart at the points where the black-painted central section of the shaft 
meet the red-painted fore and aft sections. The fore-branch of the Y 
is 85 em. long, the aft-branch is 92 em. 

The skin float is attached to the shaft by sinew cord bindings, and 
there is a bone mouthpiece (Fig. 1, No. 7) with the (wooden ?) plug 
missing. 

The shaft is painted red with designs in black for the upper 81 em. 
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Notes on Koniag Material Culture 

of its length (Fig. 1, No. 5). The central portion of the shaft is painted 
black, and the lower 105 em. repeats the black-on-red decoration of 
the top third. All sinew bindings affixed to the shaft are under laid by 
neatly trimmed wraps of b'rchbark. In all respects our specimen is a 
duplicate of that shown and described by Birket-Smith (1941, p. 135, 
Fig. 13). 

Lance (Pl. 1e) 
A heavy casting lance with a wood shaft and bone head with a 

copper tip ( 2-6288) was probably used for whale hunting. The heavy 
barbed bone head is 29 em. long, fits directly into a socket hole 
excavated in the wood and has neither line hole nor line guard for 
attachment of a retrieving line. The Kodiak method of whale hunting 
by throwing non-retrievable spears whose loosely socketed tips were 
poisoned with an extract of aconite is well known (Heizer, 1943), and 
this implement would serve such a purpose. The wooden shaft is 
105.5 em. long. The smaller end is flat and could have been fitted to a 
spearthrower, though the spear could have just as well been cast by 
hand in the manner shown by de Mofras ( 1844, Vol. 2, frontispiece). 
Just below the copper tip in the thin edge of the bone head are three 
small notches which may be property marks which served to identify 
the hunter's weapon. 

Wooden Quiver (Pl. 2b) 
The beautifully made and decorated wooden quiver (2-6570) is 

94 em. long. The top, which is fitted with a flat mortised round lid, is 
10 em. in diameter and the bottom is 7 em. in diameter. The thickness 
of the walls is . 7 em. The quiver is in two pieces and was apparently 
made by splitting the cylindrical solid wood vertically and then 
hollowing out each half. The seam is offset slightly in several places 
to prevent ver tical slipping of the joint. The halves are tightly joined 
by sinew braid strings at the bottom and center which lie in grooves. 
At the top the joint is held tight by crack-sewing a braided s :new cord 
through two holes. 

The exterior dEsign (Pl. 4) is a combination of incising and painting, 
using black and red pigment. Taken all together, this is as neat a piece 
of aboriginal woodwork as one would want. The indications are clear 
that a metal knife was used to carve the wood. Such quivers were used 
in bidarka hunting. 

Whaling Lance Heads of SLate (Pl. 2j-1) 
What are almost certainly 3 tips for poisoned whale spears (2-3021 , 

2-4010, 2-4009) are shown in Pl. 2j-1. One has a short wooden handle 
attached by a thin spiral wrap of baleen; the other two are unhafted. 
What are probably property marks for identifying the hunter's weapon 
are a series of short incised lines along one edge of one specimen. 
The hafted blade is 33.5 em. overall length; the other two measure 19.5 
and 25.5 em. long. These specimens are rather similar to ones collected 
by Holmberg and described by Birket-Smith ( 1941, Fig. 16). 
Skin Boat Models (Pl. 2a, c) 

A model (2-6340) of a three-hatch skin boat (bidarka) is 70 em. 
long, 9.0 em. wide, and 6.0 em. high (Pl. 2a). From the bow, the center 
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Fishing Equipm,ent Pl. 2i) 

ar 
ingl 

Th contrivanc shown in Pl. 2i (Mu urn o. 2-7530) wa 
apparently for catching codfi h. Holmb rg (1856 p. 385) de crib a 
imilar rig wher the hook wa th mpo it angl d bone typ 

characteristic of Kodiak and th Al utian (cf. Birk t- mith 1941 
Fig. 23) in th following word : 'The (h ok) wa conn cted, b the 
mean of a cord about a foot long with th nd of a tick to the other 
xtremity of wh'ch wa ti d a cord twic a 1 ng with a ink r (u ually 

a round stan ) to th middl of th tick wa ti d the fi hlin . and 
th whol apparatu w allow d to ink t 50 or 60 fathom or until 
th ink r touch d th b ttom. Th long fi hing lin w r mad of 
kelp ( cf. Hrdlicka 1944 p. 59) . 

Th pi 

malL oos s Pl. 2h 
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ote. on K niag Mate1·ial ulture 

purp . A fin two-pi m. long i ti d to 
a mall r und haft of wood. Und r thi ord i nd f a plit 
feath r r quill 2 mm. wid whi h ha a imp] v rhand knot ti d in 
it to pre nt it b in drawn back und r th cord. The n o i then 
form d b tying th oth r nd of th quill in an op n lip-kn t around 
th quill haft. 

HO EHOLD IMPLEMENT~ A D TOO 

Wooden poon (Pl. 3a) 
n ( 2-3024) i 32 m. long. Th 

ide and 14.0 em. Jon i d corat d on it upp r urfac 
3.0 em. d p i inci d both in id and 

(2-3905) with a p k d (not drill d) hol in the 
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0 

Figure 2 

horizonal panel so placed that wh n th bag i fold d the two bands 
lie opposite each other. The back is of plain y llowish thin tanned skin 
and consists of a number of separate pieces ew d together with the 
seam inside. 
Fur Cap (Pl. 3c) 

A soft fur-cov r d cap (2-6564) ha a flat cotton cloth t p. Th fur 
sid are 8 em. high and the round cloth top i 14 em. in diamet r. 
Four carved ivory ornam nt (Ftg. 2) ar attach d to th id . 
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Noies on Koniag Mai eTial Cult1o-e 

Skin Po uch. (Pl. 3b) 
A po uch with two pocke ts ( 2- 3022) h as a leath e r backing, r ed­

s t a ined skin edging a nd cotto n cl oth linin a. It m easures 28 em. lon g and 
12 em. wide . At th e top is a ttached a coa r ·c in w bra id. The uppe r 
pocke t is 10 em. d eep ; the low e r pock e t is 11 em . d eep. 

OBJECTS FOR CEREMO IAL USE 

Pnffin -Beak Raiile 
Two ra ttl es (2-6409, 2-6480) c n ;s tin g o f two concentric round 

woode n ring (sca rfed a t the e nds ) joined by a flat c rossbar h a ndl e 
and with beaks of ea -pa rrot o r r:·uffin (Lunda cinh.ata) tied on e ith e r 
in pa irs o r .-ing ly, a rc n ot fi g ured he re. The di a mete rs qf the two rin g. 
of each ra ttl e a r 14.0. 17.5 a nd 14.0, 16.5 em. 

These ra ttl es w e re used fo r d a nces (Birkc t-Smith , 1941 , fn. 92) and 
s imila r o ne· a re .- hown by Birkct-Smith (1941 , Fi gs. 35. 36) a nd 
L a n o·sd o rff ( 181 3 ) . A wood e n ra ttl e from Prince of W a le· Is la nd with 
a ttached puffin bea ks i sh own by Nibl ac k (1890, Pl. LIV) , and 0 good 
(1937 , Pl. 6, F) illustra tes s tra ight d a nce ra ttl es with clus t rs of puffin 
beaks from th e Tana ina o f th e Cook Inle t a rea. 
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