Brian Hemphill – In Memoriam 

Dr. Brian Hemphill, a long-time faculty member at the Department of Anthropology, University of Alaska Fairbanks, passed away on December 24, 2023, in Fairbanks. Dr. Hemphill was a biological anthropologist specializing in dental anthropology in South Asia, focused on population history, migration, and health. He earned two BS degrees in Anthropology and History (with honors) (1982) from Portland State University, and his MS (1984) and PhD in Anthropology (1991) from the University of Oregon. He won two Fulbright Awards (2015, 2019), among numerous other honors and distinctions for his teaching, mentorship and research. Dr. Hemphill formerly was faculty at Moorhead State University (1992-1993), Vanderbilt University (1993-1999), and Professor of Anthropology at California State University, Bakersfield (1999-2013). In 2013, he moved to Alaska and became Professor at University of Alaska Fairbanks until his passing (2013-2023). He is survived by his wife, Carmen Guzman, and three children, Edward Ganesh Hemphill, David Kartikeya Hemphill and George Geronimo Ayyappan Hemphill. 

Dr. Hemphill was well respected by his peers and very active in the field, as demonstrated by a few highlights. 
- President, Dental Anthropology Association (2007-2010), largest association of dental anthropologists in the world.
- Community forensic/NAGPRA coordinator (1984-2023)
- Anthropology program coordinator (UC Bakersfield (2001-2013)
- Director, Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center (2008-2013)
- At UAF, he was Director for the Centre for South Asian Dental Research (2007-2023), housing a dental cast collection focusing on various ethnic groups in South Asia that is among the largest of its kind in the world.
- Served as Associate Editor for dental anthropology and bioarchaeology topics for the Journal of Physical Anthropology for six years.
- Decades of field research, mainly in South Asia (Pakistan, India), but also Central Asia (Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Russia), and in U.S.
- Dr. Hemphill published prolifically in peer-reviewed journals. He wrote, co-wrote or edited nine books and monographs, 64 journal articles, 55 published abstracts, and 38 paper presentations at national and international meetings.

Brian was an avid reader. He loved to read anything in general but his favorite types of books to read were presidential biographies. He also very much enjoyed listening to music- especially the Grateful Dead. Discussing politics with others and solving puzzles (crosswords or any kind of puzzle) made him happy. He liked to travel and go on road trips with his family. Brian collected Watt pottery and was very proud of his collection. Lastly, he enjoyed spending time with his boys. He was grateful that he had the opportunity to have children- even if they came into his life later than expected
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