


from the 

Director's Desk • • • 
Tho ~real American dreilm · To be independent. To be completely sel f reliant 

and , 1t po~stb lc, self sufficient Not nPcessarily to be rich. but to be one's own boss 
and bel olden to 110 orw Tht:. ~~ wh<~l brought 011r lore! others to th is continent in 
the first place l h1s > the ·ainbow rhat led them ov~r the All~~ghenies, acres:; the 
pla1m, and through t he mountain passes to CaliforniJ and Or~n. This 1s thl' 
rn<tgnet that stil l draws Deople to Alaska . 

Several t imes a year I get a letter t hat bBgins. 

Dear Sir : 
Mv tn1~band (IL as usually the w1fe who wr1tes ) 1s o bat1k t!!IICJ" , 

blll both ol liS have \f\/(lnted to c.ome to Alask<J for a long l im P We hkr! 
<!Oim<JI~ and the out-<Jf-dooro; and we arc both willing to wurk hard . 
Plt>.asr send me any liter-ature you have on raismg beef m Alaska . .. 

Sometimes It 1 da1ry1n!l. u1 nun· ranching, and last month the w ife ol an 
lnd1anapol1s vetermanan calla! me luny dlst;mre 1o say 
husband would be perfectly wi ling to go -------
back 10 school for a year or 50 ~o brush 
up u I ill e 1 t I thought there w uuld be a 
place fo r h im workmg with arm ;;mmal~ 
rn A laska . The <Jrcam stll !tves• 

In 1h1s is~11e ol Agrohoreal ls we 
would like lo tell you a In tie about some 
of our dreamers. Our examples are a ll ful l 
t ime farmers, although many of them also 
put in an oxtrd 8 11ou~ a clay on other 
jOb$ to help out w ith oxpenMJs. They 
don't h11Vl' l great Ul'<ll of 1111'11 10 SfJ!!nd 
sitting in f1ont of th~ TV set w ith a can 
of beer and a box of Krl~y Krunc.hies., 
and when they think of the future, the 
possib l tty thai 1he nation may soon be 
swttchmg to a 3 day wotk we11k seldom ._,.,.~-:-J 
crosses 1hei1 minds. In tact many people 
would co 1Stdl)'" thP111 slaves - bu t then 
1hey work ·nurh too hard fo r that. We 
l'il ll thr.m pionE?C1"5, and Alaska as proud of 
them! 

These men and wonnm hOIJil ttl 

confound the exp!!rts who S<t Y f.tmung in Director Horace F . Drury 

AI<Jska is not ec.onomic<tlly feasible. They propose to do It by working doubll! shi fts 
at1ll forgettiii!J to ddd th~ cost of fnmily labor to the bill; by lending their own 
capital to rhe busines.s without charging int erost; by not recogn iling that there are 
alternative uses fo r thei r la nd and money - in short, l>V not p iaymg the game 
according to the economists' rtJie:> of thwmb Thoy arc not b hav•n~ lilo:e rat,onal 
ecooom•c:. bemgs. M<.tXIIlllling profit.o; •s not thei1 prllst>nt go~l. For tho ma jority of 
these poople. monP.y is of ~ondary importancl!. If they had just wantlld mon~v. all 
ot tllem could have found easier ways to make it. Their irnmodiate revr.ud is the joy 
of belnq able to do what they want to do more than anyth ing else in lhe world. 
Naturally making a I iv ing at it is vital to t heir plans. but that IS their long term goal. 
It can watt. 

Can They succeed? Of course t hey can l People just hke them have been 
succe~dlng for 350 ye<Jr$. That s now Am[ ica w as ~ltfed They are not blind 
fanat ics. They are not screwballs. TI1ey are not really breaking the laws ot 
economtcs. They are just substituting sweat, ingentrity, nnd guts for conventional 
flnancmg - an o ld Am~rican c:uslom And. <~s we havu already cxplam!!d many 
times on these pages, Alaska shows great agr icultur al promise. The land w ill nor fail 
them. Their ultimate success depends largely on Lheir judgmenl , managerial skills, 
and larmii1!J ahili lies, just es it would a nywhere else. We thfnk their prospect s lool< 
pr eav good I 
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Au-robon~alis iJ publilihed by the Unlva!'llr:y 
Df Alaslce lnsttWte of Ag.-lculwr~l Selenc.1. 
Feirb.lri<s. Alaska, 99701. A written r-equest 
will Include you on the melltnt list. 

To Jimphfv t llrmmoi()9V, trede nemn of 
products 01' equipm~nl mav hiiVe been used in 
th1a publication. No endonemenf o1 products 
or fums m"'ttllonod k lnlended. nor Is Cl'ltl· 
ci1m implied of those not mentioned. 

Matarillf eppqrino here mav be rep.-inted 
pro\llded no endONe~nt nf • commercial 
product i$ stated or Implied . Pla011 credit the 
rasesrchen involved, 1111d tho Univ1r1o1ty of 
Alnk•lnstitute of Agrirulcuntl ScJe,_s_ 
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Lawrence Davis: Reindeer owner 
At 1uuru..I"\Jp t '11e, stockmo'1 Ltw· 

1 encc Dt~'.•is chartl-!rs a small 1 lmte to 
help In ~pol 1119 h i~ «llllnals and herdr'fs 
Ft(llll th" passE"naer s seat he scans the 

rollmg, r iv~r-slashed I<JnJ.,. .tpe I t?tow 
und long hetnr£> tho average eye could 

dl!illnyuiSJl rhoom , h•s kco n gaze has 
picked out sand-colored Sjl!!(;kS with lhtJ 

d Hl<f'l c.pP.cks which are his men 

In hi~ ,a<..tt o I atrc.ral t, Davt$ 1s not toe> 

tli tCfent from :>tot•kmt I othflf parts 

o l the Unit~ States in t "'" atr·mmded 
20th Cenlll·y. But heyttnd tlw. rt tgh t 
resemblance ff'l!'l cattle rancher ; WOII ld 
find much slmtldrlty tw1weun their own 

OJ.IUf<~tlons and tha t of Davis who r1111~ 
1 .200 hedd ol retndeer on b!:l8,000 arres 
o f sub arctic tundra near Nome. 

Davis is on I y 0111~ of ,, nwnhor o f 
1e"ndeer herdsmtln on tht! SHwartl Penin ­
sulu where the bulk uf Alaska'~ 

5400.000-a·year reindeer lndu5try s lo-
C<Jted . Ht!re, elwllt l d1fitJ1 fl'rll herds, J I 
ownc<l and milnaged by Eskimo famtl es 
tplus one 1:Ju~erniTlC!11<lwnocl ma<lel 
hE"n:H , range ov!:'r a vast and rai}!Jed trac t 
~,o\ll'rlng m.:>r!! I h,u I 0,000,000 acte;; 
bo def•ny the BE!ting Sea and me Arctic 

Ocean 

Whi ~ th s ~etndel!r husbandry may 

seem untQUE'. Lhere a e In fact more h<lll 

3.000,000 o~ lhe r.loml?'ittc;ned animals 
tound m r·1rcumpolar regions around Lh~ 

world, abm t on~ !JL'I r ent <l i these ir 

Nnrrh America. Till! domestic; reindeer 

rr Alaska are not indigenous bu w~re 

brnt1yh1 ave- from S1bflrtll 111 l892 nan 
etfort to buiid a more s;ubstantial 

e<:onomy for t '1e <Hive poptr lation. 

But because of the aesign of Es ·uno 

rf~ ·lw .solation an<.l nature tJf the 
ArctiC regao ns wttere the det~r are raised , 

and The L"OrT1J.llexitielo of sl1uyh1crlng and 
m<Hkui ll19 under these com11tions, the 
industry has always been highlv un­
stable In t he 1 930s. it was esttmated as 
many as 640,000 ol the an mats rnnged 
across Alaska 's Arc·1c. by 1950, they 
had diminished to their :owest point of 

25,000. But abou t 1 9Ei0, renewed in -
terest had developed, ;~nd received a 

cons iderable boost from a govBf'nment 
loar1 sy~111rn that a llowed capoble 

l:sktmo rnen to hoi row animals to get 
their star t. 

One of th• : men who t1<ls rrjP-rJ the 
loar. system and eels . t may well prove 
to br:: a <;1Jl;Ce!>~ IS Ldrry Davts, who <.arne 
to Nome It nr 1 Deettng where he dd 
benn a lu•rder. 1 oday, he has fl w ell 
establ•~ht!d hP.rr:l <md ~rves. J S p1 E'Sident 
ot tne Roinrtecr Herders ' Association , 

oftcnng much-needed herd nlilttJ!JBmllnt 
eadersht() d lld lnsprrat1on to herdsmcr. 
lht<Nghout the il~<;or tat ion . 

" I c.<~n c down In '54 ' ri!'C<rllli D•wis, 
<1 shor t , <turcty rnar w1th a qui~t. pur · 

po<;etu! manner and anttnwWd way ot 
speak lng. "By '6b I &uddenly realized 

the' e was a really good markl!t here lot 

reindeer rneat and thoro wosn·t <1 herd in 

the local area . I thought I migh r t ry il 
and see how it Cdme out. Lucky t dir 
becau!>e I was one of the first Tlwr~:: 

were a lor of p~ople r~<t~:r that came to 

rhe toea. are<~ [.)ecau~e they suddenly 

realized there was ~ome rnon•!Y in this 
1 einde11r bu!>inL--s.s ." 

DaviS' leased land lies north ar.J e;:~st 

of Nome - morP o r l c~ !iurroundlng the 
city 50 it Is easy fo r h im to UStt Noml! 

as his b 1~s1ness headquarters. Thrs '" h is 
homo, too. where he I ves wttn h1s wlfr 
Mary A nn, arK! t he1r e1ght chrldren : 
Lawrence Kar~n. Cheryl, Clark , 
Thomas, Rum Ann. Paula, and Will1am 

The new hou~e he bu ilt for his family 
last yea1 is a rt?f loct ion of t he optimism 

and ambil ion he feels ·fo r the reindeer 

inrlustrv. as well as tangible evidence of 

h is owr leadl!rship talent. As he tells it : 
" ~ t ~d to l.Jurlo mysel f ·1 !a.r y 

d~en place to ~ho\1\o 1 he~• , 1 I ~:r 4u ys 
wha r.-1n b~> doni) wnh rcmdeer . m 

trv no '0 set m e);am" P <Jnd hJtly 

t axed myse f doing It 10•'- But vou ha\'e 

t o show these people som•lth•ng i f 
yo11 ' r~ !]Oin!J tn p<<'•'Ch tn 111em. 'rou 
c<Jn '• cto l:hat without doing it your~t'l f. 
If I can show 111f~m whiil r.:an be t.lone, 
lhev can probably fol ow. I hope l'rn 
domg the righ t th .ng " 

Wh1lc Dav1s d<>vott> o5 rnuch ~" 65 
p.:r cP.n t o f Ips tm11. t<.l dtlttns to r ·he 

h~n~~~~ ~· assoc1at n11 he \> prlrni!rtly " 

herdsman and has only rvvo YH.ll ~ tu go 
In rer"v he animals that made up his 
or1grna loan. Ff)r htm, a~ for, hrJ '"l eur 
owners. t he ammals pro·Jid<' s~e <~I po· 
tenr '.1l sou•ce> of incoml:.' : me<:t · , antler; , 
I.Jv prO(lUCts and l111e antrnals. 

A t nres1-ml, ml!<>l f, ''"' the Seward 
Penmsula ts sold loc<1ily. [ven ~lur:trnenl 
.tS tar ilS Anchoraqe woold reaurre the 
anrmals be ~lau{lhttln!d .11 d LJie(j for 
llndur ~111rter 1 cqt.r latro m fm 111h1ch the 

hE'rder1 fee l the indu w v " ntl Native 
.JCc c n, y ate nut qu 11t: ready. Then, 
too, IJJ t> local , ~r ;u d 'or th • m'"a l ta r 

IJXCr>cd rne present su 1ply While thl:!rt: 
It d flUd It ed cooperauv" sliiughrerhouse 
loc'lted 1 ~ Nome, it 15 used mainly for 

holding mua t "' prt.~cnt . 

"All of our sl&ugtuering I!; done o.~n 
111 ~h" nelt.l,' Davr~ s.ays "Some people 
t1ll u~ it's un5anit;uy rh~ way we dress 

our meat. But I th nk It 's more s.tmtary 

h<tn br "tl" g 11 l1 ro the proce~ing 

pla"t LecausE' you're out there w the 
rea• r:lear· snow. No clnt or nnythtn!l. " 

He also potnts o J . I hot remdwr m!:.lt 
hurchNecl in this tashton is tar more 

pa latable since it lacks he "wild taste" 
that r '=sulu horn the barely· 
domesticBted animals nulling arou11d in 
a corral just p1 ior to being slaughtered. 

Although Jt lags tn dollar value the 
antle• harvest s nex1 m lmport anct= o 
meal nrodu.ction tor Dav1s and ot he1 
herdsmen. In Alaska. this harvesf was 
begun etght years ago It cuns1,ts. of 
taking a portion o f reindeer antlefs 
wl11l still in the \lelvct, to l)e dried, 
pmcessed and sold on r c~r Eastern mar­

kets as an aphrodisiac {love potion) T he 
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fmal produ. r IS reportl'l'! to !>ell ior ''~"~ 
to S50 ... pounr:J, h 11 ' h+-' herdm1en 

111•~ o ly about $3.50 n pound for 

thi g •e Jntler E: Pn t'J, the •-:rop has 
bt!Cn worth ura ·o 'it5!l 000.; year :o thl! 
ICrders, w1th 1,,000 to I !J,OOO pounds 
sh•pped our in recent years 

l ht' antlers ue t<~io;en al a summi!r 
roundup, <~m.i e cattle ranc l111 visiting 
L.arrv D11vi~ then. ,•,ould fi nt.l 1 h~ opera­
tion both iiStonishin\l and vaguely 

familiar. o1ost OJ~tonishiny woulll he lht.. 
lack of norse~ fo1 Oavi~ .. nct his ~erder~ 
manaqe the ,Jnnnuls ilfoot. 

Bl ( th•>rl.l .s I bit] (01 a! , ann ·ruttl 
~~ t ile Lle••r J .., 1 111 H1r oll':lh ;. squeez'.) 

chute 11110 r W I I J Jl OUp or p~eople, 

Jn •NI h 11 01 "'· Om.: captured , thr 
J~> r t• 1rown 'J wrcstli!d to the 
;rou j :mtli·r ~ 1re rf:moved \vlth ruf.!· 
,Jl!t ; (r 111,• " port on IS taklm). fawns are 
Pdrfl' rketl, " I ·, certain number of 
bulls CiJStrdtecl '\ tio of on~ bull to I 5 
cows ts co ~ _c good, ste~s are 

:;cheduled for slaughter. 
For lu her(J of 1 ,200 ammals, Dav1s 

emp oys -in ddd t1on to h1rmull - unn 

horuer in winter and two in summer In 
wi11ter the dee• llro not herfle<l con· 

stantly because tiH?y tend to roam less, 
genet"ally staying within a rndius o f 
aho11l 10 miles. But care must be taken 

(, ,-tgr<•l>orcalis Nuwmb4:r/ 1971 

to ~f'r •I y de not stay tn one areil too 

lon•J, sir"., t •y chu~o~ up the ground and 

oft1 " o~·• rgraze their tongo. Lidum~. an 
tmportilnt c.omporwnt of reindeer range , 

may t<~ke as much as 1 !J to 20 V~.i!rs to 
!JOW. 

At least on' modern ·,noviltion has 

provom extremely helpf •I in keeping 
ll1indi!CI h~rds tn checlc ir wirlter - the 
snowmobile Davis points ou 1 that one 
.eriOliS nroblem ' n the pa~t m•~t hdll\.. 
1J~er averted if th•.:-;e had extst~ I -
·ur in!J JWilY o f tame nni~nal~ by wild 
caribou 

"Ynars d[JO they hod .:Jbout five or s1x 
herds in the Kot tl!bue ar ca but tl'len 
n i!JrliltOII of wnboo st.tltl'tl .:oming tn 

tl .at area ilr d th• I trst thmg you know 
tl ~re was no mOl'" teind,.er," 0dVIs says. 

"Th~ ht: rls just o lowed tlw r'1r1bou 
o f thev h ;}(i nan ~"~O•il machines at 
the trnil the caribou ~ta u J ~'lllllng up 
thlrH, there wouldn' t hrtve been a prob· 
h!lll .'' 

But no machir • can iron out soil • o · 
the otht!t probleMs hcing the indust y 
todily , .ts Dilvi~ would be tho first to 
admit. He tefls of prohlt nt~ concerntnQ 

rumagement, trlurketrtlg, B"''d f1na11cing , 
but hP. i!i optimistic th H some of thesr. 
will grachJally d 'iiJppear ils " voonger 
yl!netutton continues to tukt ovPr. 

· In the fqture a~ the ulder people 
start 1 t' 'nq well the ycungur people 
will llorne in BIIO th••y'll naturally ~hlnk 
more in iint! with the rnmlo•n <'ulture. 
The old reindeef' hcnf~;r$ more o, .ss 
based their fun< tion on substs ""nt..l.. ." 

As fot the fu~t r" f .h• rt:lr::lePr 
·nclustry, Dav ~ to1csr es <1 Tltl ton-do lilr 
hllSJness L"f"'e uay. H1 b I .,.es thL u!al 

wtll sell .J o d QUIHtn ·t 1 nt, (lflt.:li the 

Jni 11dl5 t o:~ve bern IIJIIH I•;..J ed "unttl 
they are a. tt• r111.. , s bPt:f art e hiJ~ 

1 >=moving 1 h!! wtl l ta~w from thP. I"" eat. 
Reindeer rn<:al ft orr S\11/edl'n i> so d n 

rhe U S. at pu sent, he points out, "and 
lli~V'te getting a fjt)od prir.e for it. " 

Therf! .. re other posstuili ties : For 
illstance, usc of the b\1 products. One 
\'VOuld ilt: reindeer s .. a.JL 1e.HI1er . whtch 
Davis describes as H n .. inlng soft and 
flliable e11en afl!!t soak:ng wtLh water . 

Certainly the 80 vt ,, old remdeer 
industry <IS it sta d .; •ow is il tar c ry 
from !he much oiJu ~artlo indlr~lry, 

but ~'lltth tht> <lid ot tar s1yt 1 c. leaders 
such ,,., 1 y Dav1s, jl(lt h, Jl~ " c day 
will llll'dn JUSt as nuu:h for i < 'lll'd of 
thP. far north . 

1 ,urrv lJrJH\ ar:d Kr>r. iln h1 •m l!ll)'cn: ot rmmt/111' 



The Bannons 
grow 

vegetables 
on scenic farm 

Posslhly one ot t he most scemc farm 

ilfcas in the world is rh" Matd• ska 
Valley in Southcenlra l Al<tska LOCiltl'd 

between the ral l<:eetM Mountains and 
the Chunach Range, t he verdant ~talley is 
a pastoral paradise with it.s d~iry farms 
;mrl vegeta b I e tlelds spread ben eat i1 
towering pt<ak~ While r11any of the 
larrns can be gi1mpsed from the main 

highways, a whol!! host of othl!f"S are 
never seen hy the ,wera!lC motor ist. 

Onll ~ucl" homest.ead farm ls rectrheti 

by a 3ide road whi<.h eavt!s th r~ Gll!nn 

H•ghw<Jy north of Sutton Wmding and 
nan ow, t he dut 10ad makes a airly 

snarp asc!'nt up a wooded canyon. often 
be-side a smal' creek. fopping one last 

rise, brings to view a cluster of large 
bu !dings. Tht! horne. greenhouse and 
root cellar of AI und Mary Bannon and 
their chlhJren who make a liv ing raising 
vegetal1hr;. 

If you are a visitor who stOp$ by the 

r:Jrm '" s:ummer or 81 harve~t time. it 
Will dcP£nd on what llmt! of day It Is 
and what phase of work is m progress 
wh1ch Bannon Will groet yao AJ himsel f 

Is pt tn ne encounrered just in passmy 

as he rushes ~ff to he nl:lx t JOh . II it is 
m•d·harvest, all or some of thE: four 

ch1ldren •erna1r11119 ~t home m1qht be 
(lUt o f school lending a hand : Bert . d 
pretty b 'onde t e~nag~.>r who is now u 

junio ill high school ; Jes~e. a slender­
bu It boy will un uiy Llark ha ir, Wesley. 
blond and sturd~ , or :>On Enc.i-.1, il t 12 
th~; you 1gest rrwmbl)f of the family . 

(Two married daughters are aw;,y from 

home. Norma Muhlb<l•H-'1 of Rochester 
Mione!oOLI ; a11d Pat1 IC 1 Wilson of 
Anchorage.! 

Provided ~he ~n·• 1r1 tht• mtd<t tt 

rrup!!rvismg f1eld !lll1ployees, Murv Ban 
non may stop to rest aml chat for a 
momPnl A warm anu TnenJiy woma" 
w1th a calm, :sint:efe mar1nLr ol speaktr g, 
Mnry is obviousiy a mainstaY al the 

farm which has b~:~en her home for going 

or. il qulllter of a c~ntiJI y. She was frorn 
Gmensboro. North Ciroltna when she 

and AI were manlecl tn 1945: he was 
from Mesa, Arizona. 

Short ly <liter they weto m:u r red they 
rnoved to Anzona but U1is was only a 

t emporary thin!]. It '.'o'ilS AI'~ cJrea01 tu 
be a ldrrro;or in Alaska - a dream he had 

fostered thtOlrghout thruo a d .:J hall 
years in the servite :11..•ing th<H •ime he 
hc.1d rcacJ all thr lit(!ratur!' he co It! fhd 
on Alrt~k<t .md f, .,· 119 I IH'rt~ 

The only thing that prevented the 

Ban.,o"~ from com in~ r orth during the 
f rs couplr• yean; oi tha· 11ar ringe was 
the b'rth of .h~ir first c'1i'd , AI wasn't 
certain there we~ e doctors in Alaska. By 
the 1Jm~ th!! ch• f wa~ two and a hr.lf 
they decided to make the move north. 

IL wa~ Apt!! or 1948 whe11 At !elt anrl 
about a month l':jler Mary followed . 

Th 160 i:Kfl!!. .hey homestoodcd 
nonl1 of Sutton ha• been thell' hom 
sin,.e then AI l~a~t ,, pot tion ol their 
place has an e<~S1-~ou[h eKposure \'where 

thr. wgctable he!ds aro planted now the 

home site it self has a sma I "lear creek 

rushing through, and d stand ol rine 
birch .tnd t:Ot tl.)nwoocl -or fjrotccl ion 

from the wind . 

Tht~ hou~e the Bannons buill rn the 

beglnnmg was on the opposrte side of 

I he creek from rhe one they now have. 
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i~t that time too tht!y h.;d u dttferent 

form of livulilnod I 1950 thP.y went 

into th~ hatche. \' liu ness. hatchrn!J 
Udby chtck~ for lhemselv(!!; a~ vwl! as for 
oihi!t -' . A ~hart . lmc t rttr, they b.Juqt1t 
1,000 laymg hen~ They had .rtl uul 
dectd('d thev d tdn 't rail: murh for the 

pu AI try bmtncss wh~n they were sir Kk 
by fire. 

"So mv husb.:lr1tl was torced then to 
g.l ro he jvuyi:t<Jhle) farm ng, hut it 
wam t a ll.•tl hmiJ,' ' IVa. v C(>nt:l des. "I 
llr:hnttely ltkc 11 ilt!ITI'r than chick ·n~ 

because you hHve to live with rhern 24 
hl)Ltr" la d()vl ." 

Anci "egetablc fat rning it has bcull 
z·nce then. This ~umner the B<nnons 
hurvesred about 90 Jere!. of crops. 45 to 
~0 acn.s of J')Ol<~toes (Not g<; d Russets 
und Ba e Kt 4~J . <n'O the rest ~:aui.J IHe, 
lettuce dnd e<~rro s lor the mo~t part 

Tht:V also ha J I ,000 .omato plant~ In 
ann 0 1 1eir !Jreenhouses 

In addll ott to the r h<mlt:.!S'tead hey 

also own 160 acre~ near Palmf'f, .n Mite 
52, where most or thllu pOlHtoes were 
grown th1s season . Throughout the year 

the Bannon childt ~:n help with all phases 
of the ve}letable raisi11g. as I heir mother 
point~ OIAt, 'They're all rdinefl n this 

1 ype of \YOrk " But AI .. nd Mary a so 
hire additional 11~.:1p durlnq th~.-; uus1er 
sea~n~. with a tohtl of !0 or I? tn 
summct tin e and abo 1 ~~ g~ • dunng thiJ 

J1Mvest . 

l'tH! Bannon~ star pl,m mg otcl narlly 
111 MC!y houqh Mary say,:; .t 'Y havtl 
start!!(! I Arril at li!Tif~S n lhepast l he 
nexl btg 1 JSh comes in 1he tall , to get 
cabbages, CBrro;s and the last of the 

lettuce out before freeze u t 
While winter rnay be l!?isurc 'itne for 

some gardoners. it provides iurther work 
tor the Bannons who me then bw.y in 
the cooler b,.ygin!J carrots :~nd pr ep;lring 

othtll vcqetables for mn1 kP.t. This year 
they started sel ling to Palmer Produce 
instead of tJOtn!J the1r o•.vn nrarkH trq, as 
they hnd in the past . I or some t11111 
when tha fa'l1tly dtd its own markellng 

Bl'!fti drove tiH'•· I.Hge truck tull of 
produce hom hP. farm to an An··hol<lge 
suptlt 11 trket 

Ben I s aim ht r moLher's t tqht hand 

hr-lper d~ Lhe two ream L!fl to run thl! 

business while AI spNld~ swliral months 
during wrnter or early ~pring in the 
other states doing research on ~-low to 
·,.prove the fat rr. He nearly always goes 
to Washington and Oreuon , but he 
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ft f'{IIIP.nlly trav~h l unher aft(llr1 1s well 
to Oh1o "'nd other nt;u;P.S, look rri!J for 
tww techn q lt!S 1nd maclrrnery thai can 
he 1ppl red to m used on thl! place at 
S. ttor. 

0ne of h is projt1Cts Outstrjc htJs bee , 
to (ear 11 1110re abuut yretnhoust: ho• l t 

culture, in which both he and Mary a·l: 
intor ested_ They h<rve two I<~JQI: 91 een 
houo,~ anfJ M<~ry predtc~s tho~t uetot~ 

lor g Lh!?y will go mort: h lly tnto 1lhi 

type uf h1Js1ness. Nuw sh~ hils 1 1 n .. fo1 
it sinr.e hBf cit ltlr en ;;r L otd~r . Lls 
spe:i11g Jrt hts rrp out , AI h<H.l 50U srnull 
po llSI!l i plunt.s wnr lJack . 1 he!>e are 
1c" ly thr Vtn!-1 •m1de one o : the !]feen 

houses and Mill'\' po111t <; I hem our to a 
v .sttOt : 

"He':; l•lJJOed them - you know, you 
C<JII 11 ['! ncht11g. Yo~t do th<lt and it 
make<; >a 'Tianv 11ower>. Howt~e< many 
leavo; you leave that 's how many 
lower~ you 're supposed to have " 

Besides won.. ·ng with the green­

houses, hr:lping to plant and harvest tn 
the riclds and then hilg vegetables for 
sale, Mary freQ~rently cam and fl'eeLes 
produce fo• he.- farruly'~ w inter con 

s.umption. At ttm~s !'oh"' mak~ J!. ITlllrh 
as 100 pounds of satterkr<h -·the tds 
eat i l abou t as fast as I r..<Jr make It ' -

wh tch sh+! lr!ler fruezas. ShP make:> t1ot 
<><Jur.e for bezHts and somf' chowchow 

Jlaty (llu/ A I 
&mro11 gro\l' 
poilllt'TTUJ [llam~ 
111 t1 grc'('llltuusc 

lor the kid , dnd maybl free1es somft 
caulit l()we Neigi burs yive them moose 

<Jnd she ftee7e :hat. 

&Jmetimes \'1 Jl y cnn plarrr~ L r Jt 

least poioh _lUI that wluli.: .he t:o:s.t, of 

lllfl~t !JfOdUCL - t!(ll.liJmf'llt ferllhZCJ 
and "l') o - l'lii\IP. yone Uj.J 'lM~IuPrably 

dl. mg lht-< past 20 v• df \, the pr c~;~s 1of 

their f.Jtnt prorJ11ce nt!vcr ~~'em to r lSi:! 
A,,J prires to thr oonsumr" <~ru r.on-
~td t'r dbly ::JbOVL 1 hose rocoiv•,<O by the 

'1 ower Sh~ r tles 98 coni~ per pou ,cl for 
to natoes und S 1 70 lor a 10 pound bag 
rJf potatotJ:> ;., Am:horagt sto1 es both 

far n1oru than they !,jtH for these items 
tre~h from the tarm 

Then sho smiles and EK.ltl~ : 

" But farm·nq, it 's JltO!]ether a DH•ttv 

healthy I i fe. ~ve havt..! our own put.tto~s 

and all our own vegP-tables. Now Wf! 

ili1ve our tom.tto~ wo anc !hey are 
really won(Jatfu And tl,. ~ids LOJOV 

eating evll!yltling. We hnvP. p tmty to 
ea t , bette~ than theiiveruge." 

Mast ; ver ~ge AmHt ir<tn\ woulu cer -
tilinly agrf'x- w th Milry. lookmg dl 1he 

hard w<·t mg, healthy 8dnnon k1r:h , o 
the tean,work am')'lQ the Bannon 
fatnlly members, dnd nt the fe t ltJ, 

product v• I<Hm AI and Mary Cdrved 0\ t 
ol the wllderm:ss they would also ttgr~ 
that AI <; dt earn of fat rning in A laska has 

been an unquallfioo success_ 



Marie FeH wanted fresh eggs 
As tnr iiS Lt• am,J Mane F"ll Wl!re 

<.:OtlCt.l ned whtn thPV movt.'<1 to Alaska, 

then:> wa:.n't any quest on abo at which 

should come first - tht~ clt,cl<.en or the 

egg It ha!.J to be the c h icken lor the 

smtpie reas.on thai Marl£! wou 'dn 't eat 

•.mv but the freshrn eggS. 
Farmer LeL• F. c tl tells t h e story this 

w •• y: 

"Wilett we came her~ my w•fe 

wouldn't e<~t !>lOre wught eggs. So I had 
to bu tlr.l 1 chick~<n h r>U~t' which was 
Insulated wh•ch v.r<:~~ hEiittP.d, so she 
co ld put 13 t:hickcns in at so we could 

have lr t1':!.h ~~s. I dtd this Those eggs 

.. on u~ $3 a dot~ if th!!V cost us a 
r)eflny . VIle II anyhow that 's how we 
really got nto IIW ch C. 8 11 ULISII HlSS. 

8~.dU!.e shf' WULtltlll't eat store-bough t 

CO\)S. " 

Today, I 1 yejjrs after they moved 

front Wiscomt 1 and homestPadt:'d at 

Mile 1•l17 on the Alil~l<.a Htghway in the 

Deltd Jl rtction orca, the FeHS have 

7,500 "<~yin~ hens housed in what rnay 
well be Of'e 0 f "'te mO~I mode II and 

Juromatic poullty rouses in the United 
States. The $150.000, totally lluto-
111iHet.l butld '' !:l was destgned by the F~tr 

f;if'lily, bUil l In tne r Ld pentt!r ~hop .md 

f't ~ted hy lhl"TI ~rom the ground up. 
Bu t that i~n al . In ldCl It ~ unly a 

M11JH portwn o f thP. family·ownf'd cmd 
run o~at on . The Fett5 a1so have a 

modern PI[J barn wiln 90 ur ooJ sow~ . 

plus their own ,,aughter fc~t;llaty , <:1J trng 

room rind c-old stora!J(' lacil it es. Else­

where on the 2,200-acre farm , tlwy 

grow v~gl!t.•blcs and qrmn; and <Jt the 

Sil rll' tirne plan nnd worK on long r:mgc 

1L tum projects ir cante rais1ng anc1 even 
possibl~ pmductio o f lawn turf to be 

sold commercially 

With all rhis in mind, it is under 

standable why Lee Fett wants Mountain 
View tCJrms to be known as a diversified 

farm, not a specialized one. As he puts 

it: It is not a pig farm , not a p oultry 

farm grain farm or Vf9etable farm, llut 
.:111 of these together. ec~ch as important 

as thP. other, to1alllng up to what must 

surely be one o . the most d ivt::rsifiect 

f01mif y <I!JI icultural proJecB ever put 

togt.'l.her m Alaska. And it i~ d d reant 
te<Jhzed . 

Long u~f<JrP he started his farm -

when he was growmu up wnh 1 I 

brothers and siSttla ~ on the tamily farm 
in Wi~consin - Lee Feu il<Jd h •~ llream 

of coming to Alaska. But what w ith one 
thing and another suc h as getting mar· 

rie-d and raising a fami ly o f six boys and 

three glr Is, and making a living in oJ 

shipyard and 111 the construction bus i 
ness it wa~ 1951 hetore L~ fi nally 

arrived in Alas.ka . 

He and two o f his sons arr rved In il 
hltle y &l ow school bu~ he head bouyht 

for $250 and converted It ~...as 53 

de$J"ees belo w zero on M.rrch 4 wh1m 

1htty htt the Delta area and stopped 
along thl:l AI<Jska Highway to visit . 

"Well," as Le-e tells 11 , "we kmda 

l tked what w~ saw here. But I made n 

r~onP, really I went up o Fairbanks. 

And I took t hJJ httle car (a Ranchero, 

pulled behind the bus) vnd I c.;oven .. -d the 
state." 

In the end, they re1urned to the 

Delta arl>il where Lee learned of a piece 

of land near the junct"ort. Within two 
days he had filed on what would be his 

home place, und one son had flied on 

rhe 160 acres bl'htnr.l . Today, Le& Fen 
stands on tho park-like> gounds, w nh his 
near home, atlr<~Ctivc poultry house anrl 
muticulously·p<unted hoy IJar n arranged 
around t he r>erime-ter , and pomts across 

the Alaska Hi"'way to the thick birch 

forest tJeyond 
' hat was just the way tt looked 

when WI! <;anre ht·re. And oi course vm· 

st<nl tl1at way and ten - n int~ year~ later 

you be~fn 10 Sfle ~ome end results. 

huh?" 
The crew that helped <llt'li' results at 

Mountarn View F- .. rns included Le~ 

himsel ·, h i$ wife Marie and fi ..,~ 'lf their 
~on~. Co•onel, Tom Latry , Dale and 

Doug, and da11 qhter Lou Ann 
Lee's !tme was divaflcd between the 

farm and o1hP.1 ol>s; for t ive year~ now 

he htts been butlrit y ~nd !J"Ounds super 

iruenrfrnt at Fon Gret:!!V. il nearby 

rmlrtary ba~. Tht! lloyo; al·o worked 

etsewht!n , though today Tom and Doug 

iiC tllally manage thP. arm, wtth Tom 

m anagl rtg thu hog operation .md Douy 
the t hll.:kt•ns. Marte has her own crew to 

care for the eggs. 
Bes•des the eggs md Pndles~ other 

attenuons t lw plll{:e demands, Lee, 

Marie or othllrs in ih11 tam1ly otten show 

vis itor~ nround lromcally . wh tit> few 

Alaskans outside the local area kno~v o f 

Moun ain View Farm!>, tour buses and 

out-of -std1 ~ motorists · n growing num· 

bers stop to see the wonderful Alaskan 

farm. 

Depending on the v•~ilor, Lee 1s apt 
to impress on t hem that he and h is 



f<Jmily ·.vere neith1~1 the first nor <~t u 

tb~;y th~ ,mfl pl'Oill" l'ng,H]t>d 111 Alasl<.1 

1n thP. sautl) Of'let ~ L om I It lm~ls thilt the 

poople · ho ptuncl•tRd tarrrmq m Ali!!ii<.~J 

tn Vtlflr!> p"51 · .slthQUqh rn<my railed 111 
trl allempt - hdVC not been gwun the 

rrPt.iit 1 h~V de~t"Tve tor ~howing the 
posstblltttes . Atrrf h!l W[)nts oth1:ts to 

regard Mountain View F~1 111s as just IJil~ 

amily 's 'l.·er:>ion o f the 1 ich IJOlt!ntial 

Alaska can holt! lo .1gricultun. 
Wh1le an-, of the Fell operations 

coulu se1 ve OJ~ an example, tho chi[·ke• s 

ate especially imorest i n~ particularly 
aftef hcur infl tl e tlistory of M,lr·e·s 
d(!m;md 101' rresh eggs Jtld thl~ ori!)l!ltll 
llod of 13 hens I h.-tt inauspl(..tous 
beginnlny is a rar r. y from the S•H l.>f 
lite 7.500 hens, caqed In th•ee rows of 

2.500 each, thar stret<:h the length o l 

tha long room in the Fens' new hll lding 
tthe fourth ruw <:.hCI• ld bt> filled wrth 

another ?,500 chickens by 1010 
Sef.>tember 1972) 

These hen~ ll!pre-;ent a si;:eablc in 

v~srmen1 : ~<tch row is wonh $7 .~00 

llatr;h"d m Wash 11yron State (•hey ...tre 
Lt!ghorns, ot 1ho H & N stra in ), they are 

tlown rturth by commerCidl <lirliner as 
20·week -old pullets Rouqh ly $1 ,500 

has to be set aside each month for butJ 

replacement. 

One of !he questions a!iked most 

ofttm by peopte :.~wdte of lhe 50 and 60 

below zero LemperatUI ec; t;Ommon tu 

tiHl Delta art:"! In wintllf', is !USI how the 

hf'nhouso i~ heated Lei:! s;~ys the birds 

thr>mselves help to keep the building 
WaftH. Actually, the Few; 1 y to main-
•am 57 deg ocs 

heat when the 
winter extremes 

and do requtre t"<tfa 

~mf)eratures dip to 
According to Lea, a 

10 Agrohorealis ovember/197:! 

convt•CI IOn·lvpe heatrn~ r.orl <Jround the 

p!:rHnf'ter of 1 hll' chick•m house PI~­

heats incrm tng a r and m exlreme cold 

lhe hea t exchange system proyicJes for 
lllnlrtng the amount ot incoming air . 

Although the feus ra i ~e gram, they 
get thei1 cl1icken ieed at Ala<;ka Mill aml 

Food in Anchota®, "the same k1111l Ytlu 

can buy atlyplar.e 111 the Unued States." 

Doug owrl~ a trctiler truck find makes 
U!qular trrps to Anchorage to pLck up 

the f~d It is durn1~tl tntO lrtrge 
elevated drum~ located outside 1lw 1<u 
end of the hell house An automatic 

feeding syswm augers up t he feed illltl 

delivers 11 to the C..t!.)C~ <U speer fled trmll~ 

<~nd •n SPL'Cifted amounts. f ht! water 

suprJIV rs c~lso iiUtar1ratic . 
The Far c; !>GY thlll r b1rds should 

proliu(;e blll\\leiln 80 <md 88 per cent 

e~l't y dav . Lights play a h19 [Jart in 
produc-tion, ~mg u n at 7 iUll and off 
at 10 p m . If they ~off during these 

hours rt can crea te a problem sinc6 the 

ch i ckon~ are thrown off schedule and 
p oduction i:; lowered from ~00 to 300 

eggs pel day . r en to 15 days can hl• 

1equired to l.tring them back to peak 

production 
One rhtrl\l lhe Feus trted 1n therr old 

poul tr v house anti pldn to Install in the 

new one is piped-rn music. Lee says rt is 

sur prlsmg how thl' hens respond to the 
chfferem tvl'es of music . 

' YoLt put O"' ~ome of thilt hoT rock 

and roll 1m1 those chiCkl·n~· heads were 
just gomy ev11ry wh1ch wny ." 

Fast-tempo musrc, hall an hour or so 

bef<He the lights yo out for the last 

time, makes t i-le birds perk up and eat; 

while u slow tempo a bit later soothes 

them .md makes them bed down. 

.lfan~ ~ltow.~ off 
Sf'C'CIIIf II(' II' egg 
CtlrfOII 

Temperature control al~o play~ 11 big 
pilrl . 11 prod 1Ction since a UrO!-J Of three 

or fo1u degrees in the ENCning ,ausc~ the 
birds to P..Jt 1ore food, wl1ic.lr 'ho1d5 
lherrt over for the r1ight," and results m 
better ove. all production. 

Since each ~;ri~:k~n cost~ $3 ilnd an 
addition.;! 75 l.t:nts in J r treiqht, thCf'l'! 

is no wonder the Fett~ M!P.k new wav~ ro 
extend the wo king !ife of e1ch b•rd , 

whrch is roughly 14 .no •lh~ 

"They'vl e<.ltll~ out WLth a new grm­

mtck l tow,' LeL' SdY!i "You can throw 

1t 1~ rmrl mlo a moul , completulv tc~ke 

the teed a d water dWCI\' from i , puT 1t 

In 1 he dark for a couple ot days Then 

thl' b 1 cl rf!VI1ali;n;5 it~el f and tt'll lay tor 
.111other four or hve months. This Coll ld 

be Vf!f'Y advantageous for us her(' in 

Alaska. " 

After the bird's work'ng lile is OVP.r, 

it is sold as., ~tew•ng hen . But ot coot!'.•~ 

the egg productron ltsell Is 1he btg thmg. 

And lust thtl task of gathe,mg 1• om 

6,000 1o 6.600 eggs per day t> no 
mean task . M<llle says 1t 15 all rJnnc with 

trays, when you get thro uJh yo • ;ust 

cou111 the trHy>; anti rh1S t'-!116 the num· 

ber o f eggs 

Frll~-d trays arc rolled rntu Maries 

~potJess. bnght proce>osing room whert~ 

eggs <trl:l sorted, graded, WctShed and 

dr·!!d all bv machlnu. The scale itself is 

electronrcal y ~:ontrolled At the end, 

the-y cornt~ ou in the Fetts' ,mractive, 
ww ~99 cartons. 

'We sell extra large. ~mal l, medium. 

large and peewee," Marte says_ " That's 

how they 're graded. And we 're running 

our grade between three and five o11nces 

above USDA stan darns. " 
Whv thP. itdditional ounces/ 

"We're givin!J thfl people more rot 

thetr money," Lee repii£'S 'As lo1g as 

we can make a PfOhl selling a product 

and we can ~4:!11 1hem a bettl'r 1Jroduct at 

1 h<it price. we're hDI-lFJV ." 

Mos1 olthP. P.ggs go to Falr llanks But 

they are also widely dlstribmed in 

Alaska s boondocks, trav~lt 'lg by bu~. 
tram and pl .. ne to various hi{j)way 

lodges such commun .ties a~ Gale•1a and 

Garner, and even remoter outposts on 

Wien Airlines routes . Today, these fresh 

Alaska eggs ;are being enjoyed by people 

in isolated spo1s who pos.<iibly never 

tasted c~nythrnq but boat eggs betorr 
All becaus.e Marie Fett wouldn't t:al 

"store eggs" and her huSband -a firm 

believer rn Alaskan-grown products 
saw to it that she had 'fresh ones. 



Ann Dolney has turned her hobby · to a business 
Many p~opi.J who h.JVt.: ahsorbing 

hobbies uream of UJrning them into 
succes~ful h,1sin~SSI!S . Mo e ofter1 than 
. '()t s J(.O attempts result tn much hard 
.Nark and prove futile in t h~ end. 

Not w fnr Ann Dolney of F,nrbanks 
whu~n hobby of gdrdenmo has grown 

imo !he lnr~t !J!t::~nhousc bmtness 
nor! h o f rhe Alaska Rangt> and the mos1 
vaned in 1he r.nt1re !i1i.lte. Wh ile the 

IKOCOSS has taken severa years and 

untold nard wurlc , Ann I'> stll amazed 

when she looks at the four largt1 !!' een-
houws and acres o f nursery plants and 
~egetabie<; that itave grnwn u p around 
her horne. 

"Sometimes,' ' she adiT its , "I think 
I'm dreaming. " 

Acruall y, Ann and ht:1 h JSb<mi.J , 
Edward, operate the business together, 
with considerable ussist011Ce f1 om their 
three children, lmda, 18 Kill P.l1 , 17; 
ond Walter, 11_ The Dulneys are located 

several m1les out of Fairb<mks on She!!p 
OeP.l< Road Here 1he fil rnllv home and 
business shnrc a sweeping v1ew or 
rolling, fcr~ted countryside and dil.t;mt 
I'TlOlirtams. But "'ot oven ti Hs splendid 
backdrop can quite compare with the 
color and vanetv ot vegetables and 
flowers that surround t he Dolney anter­
prtse. 

Wh1le many F airllanksans visit the 
greenhouse a nd nursery throughout the 

season, thev account for only part of 
tM visitors.. All summer long, tourists 

and out -of-state motorists come t o 

marvel and buy. Since a large pro­

portion of the business is raising o f 

bedding p ia 11ts, the Dolncvs busiest t ime 

1&. from about the middle of May unti l 

the middle of J une , a re<~ll y her.:ti~; time 

for th P.rn . This is ~ lso one of the most 
colorful as the greenhouses lJJaLt:: wi 1 h 
beautiful gffan1ums, petumas, and 

dozens of varieties of annuals that dO 

well i1 Alaska 
However, 1t is the lucky VISItor who 

comes attcr the b1g rush, perhi!ps in late 
July w hen Ann's spcctaclrlai blue !.lei 

phiniums are at their peak and she 

hef'self may ~1ave a rnomont to go on a 
tour of her gardens and tell her story . 

Ann is from Gennany where she and 
Ed were married in 1952. Short ly after-

Atltland EJ Dvfllt'} worJ; among rheir gr.:c-nlwusL .floWI!fJ 

ward thoy moved to Pennsylvanis where 
they stayed for a year r1ear Ed's iolks 

a nd where Linda was ~n In 1954 Ed 

asked lf she Wdllted to go to Alaska for 
the summer, so they made the trp over 

the hi!tlway hauling a trai ler and arriv-
ing on lh!! ti1st of Apri ' . In mid-July 

they lost everyth ing - includi ng the 
trai ler - in a fi re Since there was no 
Insurance, they vir tu al ly had 10 ~tay , 

!hough a~ Atllr qtucld y pomts o ut . t hey 

probilbly would have anyvr<!y . 

For the first lew year' they hved on 
Davis Road bu t in 1958 they homP.­

:.tcaded. After Ann and the ch1ldren 
pa1d a vis1t t o her mother in Gennany, 
they joined Ed out a t thal r present 
locat ion in the 'Spring of 1959. ll was 

dur ing t he next seven years that Ann 's 

~fd!,!ning hobby grew and grew, rinally 
develoomg about 1966 in to a full­

rled!Ji!d IJu ~iness_ And it 's been growing 
wer s i nee 

Ann recalls lrer earlv [iiltrllming ex­
perience:;: 

' 'Beside~ h.Mng 1 !tttle store, we 
farrr ed ::Jt home. I've <jlwuys enjoyed 

gard~n ng. although my rnolhf'! · dic.J 

most of 11. 

" I haVt' ~orne pictures o ! my first 
greenhOIJo;e - about as b1g as my 

kitchen . V-e.ry sma ll. I had a ga rden on 

Davi~ Rood 13ut when w~ carne ou1 
ha-e , wrlh olll this oxtr<1 area, we kept 

i ncroosin~ the S1le ol he ga, den and, 

naturally , you h.w~ 1o sta1t most of 
your plants indoors to get any thing_ I 

had to keep increasing plants I 1,7ew tor 
myself. I had 1htl lJfldiOoms so full of 
plants you couldn't get m a nd final ly Eel 

decided to build me " liu.le bigger 
greenhom~:. 

"After Ed built t he ttrst gmenhouso, 
I was still runnmg It by myself. He's a 

mechanic by nade he was runn•ny 
heavy equipment for the state and t hen 
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he worlted in the GSA garage tor ~l-'lleral 

y1~.11 s . But after the Sl!Cond greenl u t'>t:' , 

I lust coultln't hrtndle t any llHJre, sc he 
dL'(.Idl'd to bLIIId a llwJ. fu ca11 dr) al 
hese tlmq~ hm1self . Its his (lWII d~ign . 

k doe-. 1 v~ythmy h11melf . 
"Then we sta1ted I)Oing in1o he 

nun>ery busines~. Wt~ bdve all eli fhmmt 
1 ype!> of ~~ ubs ilnd perennials. So, 1 h!:! 
lirst thing · ~ bel.iding pldnts anu aher 
they're qone. we plnnt the greenhou~e 
into 1011\atoes. You have to Ull lle your 
space. 

"Would you l ike to ~ee our ou tsulc 
~rdens? ComP Jlonl), I'll show yo J We 
have :.ome ·mder plasl•c on the mher 
:;ide of thr ,,lad. 

" Right now (in late July) we sell 

garden products we sell vegetables 

and stwwhen ies and actual ly •Ne h<~lie 

htwn selling u lot nf shrubs IJtely 
C.tbbayos.? Yes nnd oeos. We ~UP!JIIf the 

Tik Cove, our Chin~e rt'1:'itdLJrant , wrth 
pa; pods. Fnday onf'l oon I picked 

200 pound~ of squash. Zucchir11 and 

yellow. 

"Last y E!D 1 we had so me new s1 r.~w 

berr"cs that were rc.JIIy dt:lic~ous. Wr> 

didn't thtnk. t '1f'r ~ was any chAnce of 
thern ~ominq ~lu ou{jl th~ wlnte. .Jut 
thev d i rPmar ably wei They camu 

throu!t& f rnl!. Tal>IP these. fThe flavor Is 
superb.) 

"See my linle waterml!lon over 
than . Usuallv I have <J 1tll of them l1ke 
ll11~ . by thrs tillll! I doull t thesE!' will 
make thi~ y\jd r . We ,old some l<~~t y~~ . 
They're ~w•'et~'>r than any nudon you YP 

LJIIE!f t~<ttf'n " 

Watermelon in Alaska P1cl<h1g cu­
cllmi.Jers . Gr ~t!ll pepper~. Hoi l)ef)pers. 
Pumpkins. GokJ Ntlf)~t s,quash : " T he 

moH UE!Iu .. ious squash you t•yer ate in 
you r life. " Swet:t corn. lhlngs theaver­
<l!Je Alaskan just doesn't oxpect to see 

qrowlny In Alaska. 

Many crop~ dre !Jrown uncler dea· 
plastic which ho lds rha heat and helps 

warm-weather plants mature better In 

he shan 9rowing se<l!>Oil In the filr 

north. \IVo:Jtermelons under f)lastk were 
doing better than those 11 t ne green­

bouse; and even tile st1 t~wberr es unoer 
plastll were recoyn ilauly ~uper tor t o 
those witho •t 

The vanery of plirnts product!{] in the 

Dolney O! .. H~rotion botil in greenhouses 
and outside. literally defies description 

Ann is an ttdventurous ga1 d~ner and ha~ 

discovered many new \'aril:!ties In 

flowers and iJther plant!> l h fl t people 

were not aware would rrow In the 

Fairbanks <JrtM . 

Tht! s~ret ot the Oolneys growing 

success? No doubT many ingre~honts are 

involved, and one of these could be tho 

car~ they grv'! ht>lr >Oil As Ann rle­
scr~iw5H: 

"OUI Wl l lo V!!.ry tight, vt•r y l ighT . So 
we hdv~> t•r n• . n ~ml J 11d ~<>rl!' l<tnd ot 
h .Hnt >. We buv ~c111d 1Ju1 we lr.svr our 
owr1 1 f It moss. We also t ;we a comro~t 

pll~ . Ed mt'<t:!S the soil He u~cs par! pe<'li 

moss, p<tr1 ·<1nu, part of o r old 1cky so1l 
dod pa t L11 th r. tompas;. Fro111 now on 

he''> cpt t-. !Jl:' all ol rJur :;orl ready and 

n1U\I{) It Inti) tho' 41 t!!10h OU5e becau~•· . f 
YOII c.Jon't, yuu • done. When you <;tiJrt 
out ir M.su;h, vou col"' t ri1g iJI"lything." 

Ann ascrib~ part of lhei· success to 
· rrl! hoi summPr weather anu long day­

li!j:lt hmJrs in the lnterror of /\Iaska : 
' See, we hr111» a lot r lOW suns.hme 

and that's what It t<tke<. for tasty ,,eu­

et<~b l es dnd colorful f ower<:.'' 
But the most lmpor .Jnt ingredrr.nt -

Ann 's COI!t lnumg absu1 ptton witn hN 

fo11n' r hobby - < Jrr!:'s throlrgh a!> she 

sums up <md ref ecrs m h~ split-s!J'Cunrl 
tim ing and f rlrll•r: , hard wm~ rnvol~·r.rl 

1n lll!r type a t busin~s in Al.lSk.J. 

' ' It s 5t1 ~ea~onal , you just have to 

make it or you don't And in a very rew 
weeks everything 11a~ to be <lon~ when 
1t has to br- don~>, nor tomorrow or the 

next day or the 1rex week. Other places 
it's not th<tt vital. Bur up here (tn 

AIJSka) you n:.t' ly jusl have to . 

"You know, . t you d1dn'• love it, 

you couldn t do 11.'' 



Russell James does is gardening under glass 
''As liir as I 'm conc;erned ilbour th i~ 

AlasJ..a aqriculturc, 1f lille woul(l put < 
fractio n of t he monE'V behir>d a[Jr i­
culture here In th " ~rate t h<~t we're 
putt1ng inln som~ olher things, we 
CI)Uid ha>.t!.! ii gQin~ COtlC!lr lt.'' 

The man who has lh•s emphatiC 
op•mon '1boLl• Ala5kan <~giiCiillure is 
Russell J ames , owner and operator of 

one ot the state's u nusua l horticultuwl 
e11Ltnprises. Sport Lake Greenhouses., 

Inc., near Soldotna on the Kenai Penin­
::;u la. The opera t ion is unUSLIBI on three 
counts It is one ot Alas.k<:J's largest 
!J"!!'enhouses. ir is one of tho iew 10 
oper,;;[e in winter ; and, even mo P. Ut1-

portant , aut of 1 t come1 some of tne 
1nost delicious tamatoe~ mdny residents 

h<lve f otJiuj sinc:e they carne to live in 

th~ north. 
Raising plants !.ucce:os1ully In A la~l <1, 

lwth w a greenhouse and outdoors, is 
~Oitllathmg abo1Jt which James has ac ­

cumulatecl a vast storE! a I ~"owlef.JgP. in 
h1s ten year<; horr AcliMIIy his ~;~x · 

p\i!t 1 etlCe WIth ttgr icu I t u re sla rted I ong 
before tha t A wluradan lly birth, h ~ 

grew up an h1s parents ' farm there, and 
buil t h1s hrst !:JfeflnlitllJ$e - ''just <1 httle 
thing" - whi le stil l in hi~h school He 

says. he's befln intr.rested In greeslhouses 
ever since, always progressing to largt>r 
ones_ 

Jarnes· r!ffi id onc" in Alas.ka rialesfrom 
I 962. H is wi fe died 1n 1958, .:Jnd four 
years l;n~r he brought h 1~ fam il't' of 

th1 efl d;mghten; and one !';OH tl> A laska 
It was. his Inti'! II Lirm th::m C•Y ~et up " 
yreenhouse bus1nes.s 11 . II 1m!!', bill h1s 
chun::h , thP. ~t!nlh Dil V Adven11~1 

Church, C.:h<Jn[l'f!d that piM~ r.h111r h 
!lfflt:iilh asked h1m ~~ o~Qorn!:! o:i m ls­
s:ionary m thf; Di llingham art1a ami th<tt 
IS where he WPnl as food ~erv1c.~ (11 -
rector 

The n~x.t ~i)( y~<tr~ , W<lrlo 19 at t ile 

church'~ 13nstol Bay m1~~1011 o;chocJ I at 
Ale knllgi~< . w<"re wnur n f !hi:! rnr..1s.1 In ­

teresting amJ valtl<~hl e of his. ho"1r-
cultUtJI C<W~er. W1ti1 heir h on1 chllfi rlm 
at thf~ mi~~lon , he c leared land <~ntf ilwll 
~P.enl--ouses. ultimatel y hii\l ing abou t 
five- ac1~ uf outside la nd in vegetables, 
i:IS W!:'li. 

r or l h El first time I his remote- soct on 
oi Al a~ka - re~Jchable onl y I.Jy airpl;me 
- bacamf; d real garden SO(Jt <IS ~abbage, 

hroc:t:oll , cauliflower, turn ip•, rad1shes, 
notl1toes , tL1rnato~. t:ucumbcrs, squash 
and bedt'lln!J l,lants flowed lronr mission 
gardens and grf'£ln houws 1n quantities; 

large anough lu alloVIo prof1tnl.ll1! salP.S to 
local 'esidents. 

' 'All u t our wo1 k th ere was. donn by 
hand:' 1 P.Cdlls James, a tram rn~n or 43 . 
"\1\fe hacl no farm mochuwry iil all . One 
lm.le rotmille We c leo;red al l that l;md 
and 91 ~w <~II thosE! crops bv ha1rd." 

So prodi[]ious wa~ I he r output , the 
miss10 11 t)'=lUnlly alr-fre•ghted bedding 
pi.<JI,b and tomatoll!> mto Anchordg~. as 
well as In to iso lat~d areas such as St. 
Lawn~noa lshmd anc.l Ytlla~ north of 
t.he Arcti1 Circl e_ Mostly as a novelty , 
they even sent d few item~ to Dlsces. in 
the o 1 h ~:< state~. 

A t Lhe 5arnC 11me that he was acting 
as foorf service director ass.lit<li ll p1 in­
CJ!)al and hortJculru nst ar the mission, 
James was carry mg 011 experiments in 
vegetable g;owlng T he M<Jrch, 1968 
isstm of American Vegetable Grower 
carried an arl icle about his success-ful 
exP<!I"iment:s in stanlng potcnoes in p~t 
pots, which he found increased ).)ro -
duct ion over ordmarv ~eLiding by as 
much as 60 per cent. E:~Cpe(iments In 
starling other plant..c;, l>'uch dS romaloos, 
cauliflower, squash 13nd many morn 111 
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peat pots, are s ill being onductt!d by 

lames. 

J, tm~ Wil!> hill PV wtth h i\ work ilt 

•.he mtSSIOt l, l.>tn there • .. me d ~IJ rli!V in 

1qsa \'VfWn the sr •uu \V<I~ lor~d to 

door.~. to r ftrliH~t •<~I 1 edson5. A~ lm t!S 

t\1 : ' 'The peoph J\11 r here :up s11ll 

shnok p ovPr tt . ' II ; nwn r~gn:t m 
ha~·mg to ah. Jon the p1QIL>ct t~ 

am'l<lrent as he uescr lhl,l$ a king out th.lt 

last C1up ond turning the koy over to a 

carCt<tk~r 

B • a n a dP.Voted to his work is not 
, pt to be iong · 11 finuing new OPtJOt 

\unities JatrW'> startt:tJ Woll k rn!J at 

Sport Lak.e Grecnhou~es In Or.tobP.t . 

19/0 wh~ the ~usmess w.1s owned by 

Bob Ha c• o of Am'horagl!. Latet 1 e 
bustne:.~ ""1~ SA1I J to Stan hompv111 of 
North Kenai. Now Jumes IS in t l'\1! 
process or purchastng it irom Thomp· 

~on . 

Origtnally. h t-! · l'l:!nhousf' was built 
in 196C and r t-<:f!IYI'!.l niltto d publictty 
l1r tiS ur que Fluorcscett I qhtirg lind 

' m t -grov.tn S\o t 1 '1 t StnLe 1her1 
tht: largo qr~ nhc liSt> busin .. -s!i .,., J ~ome 
how f<t led to pmy ,. s. It nresented just 

the cllallL·nyt• < nd oppo• rurt ty .IoUTH~~ 

needed afte · hi·; wccessfu l gardenm!l 

11enture at D1llingham. fotf:l\1, he ha~ 

rncorpcrated t h r ' llt~· ne'\5 and operates 

i• ~ ith hi~ <:h1 dren, Shcr yl 20; award, 
8 C~ro lyn , 17, and Jannelle, 14. 

I toward. Sheryi 011 d Cuolyn are at Md· 
ing school Outside, Bfl(l J<Jilllf le- Will 90 

to Anchorag,.. this year. 
lame~ recently got married and there 

an; now four more mt·mhP.r'> o f tile 

fomlly cnrporallon, h•s wife, Louse, 

and her three children: Dennis, Sha1 on 
::J• o Letah . (J;~m "h' r••S three men . Don 
Gt .bs. foreman, e ~ .. Bolrn an<i Cll<trles 

Cnr 1ish, tJ flw~r..) 

This famtly -owned Juslne:..s. " r: far 
cry from thP small greenhouse James 
I.>UIIt 'llvhe, hr "Vas in htgh school. T he 

area under fiberglass i• approxlflt< tely 

on~-' 'lc•e At pr~nt, work is going on 
to dtvifle it into "lailer r.octions s10ce 

these Ci1n be easier centro led. 

James sayo; .;;IP.aning out the green­

house and tryi11g to wo1'k out Its m<~ny 

flaws has been ll monum£nta l job . H~o 

admits th" tasi< i~ a lonq way from 

rmpleted but ht: opt mi tic: . 

"People who ha...e been hPr S•nct 

th p JCe wa~ l>Utll tell me i . m~er 

looi<ed as good a 1 tloes now," he says 
wlrh 1ustifiabl•• pridt:. "Of course, they 
can· s.ec rhf' problt!ms back 'n the 

14 4grobort·alis 'lo"ember/197 .2 

corners. The <:nt tr" ope rat on was b uh 
lor So thern Cal •ornt.t. W1 ·v•J had to 

redo tht:! llurldtng. Wu 'vt> oot ·o recon· 
~triiCt the wllo 'e thing on ont s·de It '~ 

going to co~: between S 10,000 and 
Sl b,OOO ''l rebui;d the no th wall. 

In the t irst lllilr:t>., he pomt s nut , !he 

l>u i I dtniJ wa~ ~::-r ected \' v 1t dn 
adequute fo1mdation. I hen t ,.. ve"ltl 

latinq svstem, the trr gar rnn system, !h" 

c irculatirq sv~te-rt , an1l th•! hPattn9 

WH" 11 dl'llf'loped f!lulls l i~: ~Hd forrT'er 

owners cou lr1 neve · CJP1 the clabo1 ;uc 
l lqh'IIIIJ sv.tern to wotl! ·tder'JIIdtl:'ly . The 
' eason as Ja 11~ ~xpla ns i : No amount 

, I t!Jh! ~ I nduce plants to wow unless 

thnv havo th • proper amount of g~t,;tl'.i ·n 

t h~ >tr. 
., he $£'Cret, he says, ·~ • 1 <td!.l carbon 

d1oxide to the air J ... mt>~ instalted CO;. 

generate·~ (using natu al !flS). and for 
Lhe f irst titne the plants r'" ponded to 
the lights. 

1 he bin crop 1 th~ greenhouse thus 

far ha" be~., . ll'lmutoes. fhn yt?.ar dt o ne 

111 L 1 1ght a round 9,000 pounds o f 
tom a ons wt"re l>e ng p tckerl C<l''h week . 

Wtult. Ct cumbe s ...... illliO grown, as well 

as flower~. houseplants <md bedd ng 
plants. the tommocs have been the 

bctrkbonc at t e bosinf'!is. T ho largest 

market ot course i• i• tht- Anchorage 

area, but they aro also supplying the 

lor.al Soldotna K"nai area " d have 
~hipped to the DtlhnQham area and to 

othc1 ro 'ntc o" tile Kcr oi 'Penm" lo~ . 

Ask! d \ Jhy h s 1 r tt i• ~uperior to 

hothou .e·'JIIl\1\.H tornatoe> , tppt'tl in 

from outside he s ate, lame-. point• out 

thd 11·~ are vine 1 iper r:d , whil~ the onl:!S 

shipp1~rl in are pickcJ itl ctr- if"'mat\Jrll 

stag~: in onlct I•) withstao I rht- journey. 

Then. too, m.Jny tom<JIC .,, t, un1 i!l~e­

whef~ arc gH wn rn J w:Jt . r solution, 
and Jiimw; says that wht these mav 

tprtlnr : casonabl attra '"' , 1 hF y tend 
to go 111 w.;IPr a 1 thr. pl. 1 1;; •. 1\ I ot hb 

plant~ etre nrowo in •o I 

Btil this is no! James' mo~ 1 t!Sslng 

concern ot the montL t H I& biwest 

pr obii:'ITl ts to get <•nc uJ f nanr ny to 

properly 1 b 11ld anrJ eq t green-
house ~ J that 1 can keen on proa c1n~ 

CiJitforn a r t hroughout t • Alaskan 

wmter• . 1 h s wrnter he wtll I e"r onlv 
abo 1 h:1l f thr house gom!l becaur,e 1he 
l1gh11nq ~y~t~:rr in the ott t r h tlf r.annot 
bt> u<,cd That alo"~ ~il l 1equir abOl•' 

$10,000 to rcou lid. 

If there is ;; way to ovcrcomtl this 

problem of tinancmg - .J problem he 
t ~els ·~holding back agricult11r~ a ll over 
Alaska · rl appear5 quite lrkely James is 
the n 111 to hnd it And A lask<ms who 
have •asted the delicialiS, fi n, fragrant 

tom. taos he and his fumtly grow wT be 
hoping earnustly that he I~ able t o 

continue his work of supply• l.J dinr.er 
salad bowls armmd rhe stote. 

.ftwurllt.. und augel-wi11g begonia 



It's not Kansas -- but Alaska! 

Combi11t' lum e:.ring burl c) 11mr hCJmc llcll•ittlii1rtt r;. em OH,\J ;arm 

Few Alaska! · outside tile Delta J unct1on ;;rea in 
Alask.t 's lnte. 101 J c .!We,,. that one ot the largest grain and 
hog·raiSI'lq \. 1n res in the ~at"' f ayncultural history is 
undEJr way n tile CleiJIW ster sect1on of the ran.ma Valley, 
r.bout 100 rn1les ~outheast of Fairht111ks. The farm . D hlol!k 
ol partly-leased, pa1 t ly~wned land has be~n incorporated 
by [d ~ erdes of FJi1banks JnJ Jim Hardmg of D1;l to., who 
operate it llnde• .11e name of OHM. 

Located a few mii?.S off the Alas a Hlyhw1y near Mile 
1415, rhe OHM tritCt covers 7 000 aues of the f~rt IP. pia ns 
bordertng the Tanan Rivf'r . Tht~ riv.-r tself, <J mrJror 
fr but ... y of lh<> YukCI . R rver ns~ 1n ho t..J<ot~r n ser.L 10n ot 
the ~'tate ' ~" the Alaska Rang!! <Jnd flows roughly 500 "'lles 
northwr.st . Pon Dn5 of the val ley •t traverses have long been 
recogmzed as nch 1n potential tor agr11 ulturd l purposes. 
Some sources have esr r td~ a~ m«my as 200 000 ac e~ of 
this centra area of thfl Tanana Valley might IJP suit:-~ble ior 
filrminl] But thu~ fa , o. ly " fraction h<~s been utilized, 
largely aroun<l D~;lt·J Junction. 

No doubt one reason fo hi:.l"'ck o f wide ·ntercst i~ Lht 
harsh wint~r ci'Mate Jf the regior . though 5ummer and 

winter often h1 ing wild extremes. On the one hand, 
summer temperatures may range up to 93 degrees, Wllh 

long h<Jur-; of daylight ant.l sunshine th:JI fnvo1 the growth 
ot a Wid!! variety 0f warm weather crops und plunts. At the 
oth~ extreme, \. . ·lters frequently brinq viulen~ cold. In 
lanuary ot 1971. , low of rninu:; 71 t.it!gfees was rl!CmdP.d at 
Clearwater. Temperawres in I he minus 50s osnd 60s are not 
unusual. 

Fr"zing .rlso car occur or.c:~siur u'ly 111 f.Jtlt sprmg and 
early fail, thus reduc·ny the alreac.v . hu t g uwinq sea"11r. 
An example o f how ea y cold weather c.Jn ~ trike occurred 
in Septen ber of 1972 whe11 lht! Cledrvlatcr mea 1:::< · 

pcrrenc~ two consecutive days of plus 0110 dcljret:: tempera· 
tu es. ( Howev(.-f, 5UCh temr" 1 lltPS m St!pteml.>cr should no~ 

ad11"~sel v affect barley, s1n " 1t ha~ nlreadv h rdenad by 
then) 

Much o f t~e Dclta·Ciearv,oater secTion 1s al50 '•no~ .. n for 
It~ 1gh wsnds. Wmt.l vdocl y of 74 m p.h. has l..een 
off!Cidlly reported in the B 1 ') •Ita re9ion. 

DeS!Jite its austE!fe wu 1 her conditior1s, hardy hom ! 

sLeaders were drawn to the DP 1 C'eorwater ar~d year5 
back. Most oi thn farms gouged out e>l th<! thi.,;. ly WOO•• !!d. 

valley were small , compar•ng 1 1 SW:! with !I ose in other 
par 1 s of Alaska whom, lor the most part , fm 11 t-crt>agc has 
remaint>d on ;j home5tll<Jll '>iled ~cale. Slli/Nal different 



kriT' o . tarmi11!1 werL attempted. mcludmy datrytny .mtl 
y1 an1 1 1 .JIIuctron. 

T,HIIV, manv ' ;h o qr al se~·lt>r~ ilfl· go"'" and durmg 
r 1\t dec-.ode t;r ,._. ... ~111 I ~ 1 1 Cl m Jre ambitious 

!, rm J h.:~s occ.:u11 cd ~t 1':! .. ~1 ·me ' •thl!r f<H 1 < •II porattOI1 
utilizes more than :1,000 acres an• ~,;r cs 1s n P.Xdmple of 
the ' JC: n "'',., n•nucs that rnav t 11rn th€' nch ::entral 
r.manil Vo~llt~~ in o •he g1ain hog und garclen capit.11 of 
AI.Jsk . 

'ow OHI\ i s rnovin[} forward to ber.orrL '' IHJC, 
specialized, mt!chmi.::etf ClPNtttlon paralltl1n9 trr·nd~ rn 
ot iH:r states. This ytJM, t hE> raorh haJ 2 ,300 "~ ~s 1 ba• uy . 
By latt' August nnrl 1wly Septcrnber lWIW!'~n 1.750 a d 
2,000 acreos of oolden gr '"'wet e !Jt:l q h <trve-stL>d oy wu 119 
co ,b., •s . fl ext ,e. r 3 500 .• cn{s w I be plar tNI , hy 1')7'; 

the entire 7,000 u< ·~ '"" It·<. n product •on 
Tho co1 poru l un Jls'J .J\1\.'lo bet wei.' , 650 and 950 head 

ot hog~ housed rn moul'rfl vt \ • 1 v swine b.. s with I he'll:! 
b1rns ruvermy 811 , 1r~c~ one·hall •'lr. 5 Zl o : •I Joo:ball ftdd 
Th •re , ~ plans afoot tc ncrl!.t~e t t' e l<"' as munv <•S 

1 000 illlllnals rn thE' vears ahead. r 1 5-..,.,:o rJ nor~· at 
rhe • I .a m w tll bo u:-1..'<1 0 g•ow tomatoes anfl &triW.'h!:'rrles 
under artificial light rn a hydroponic syster u ing recycled 
C02 tram the hog~ on rhe lower tioor Th'l f. 1 hns furthef 
plans tor rts own s'au~nter fc~crlity, cmin!] ovens and sau~<:~yc 
kilcl en, us well For the tim£1 ba·nu. howlNilr, the animals 
are taken to !>l;1ugi ll!r facilities in F .. lb<)llkS and Palmer . 

Whttt li~ ahead for rh ·s ~~~pr:riment in far nurt lw•n 
ag1 lcul1 un would l>e·" hazarJuus t,JUP.% lo r nyonc. Ev~n 
the OHM pPopl"" .ht.m~!!lv~s t:.t""Ot t rnd a r uady .m~w .. r dl 

thr punt , but hr•y ere >P" tlltStic . And Alas'k.Jns rntrn~r ·d 
rr: 1hc !utllt r oi l,lrrnrnlJ In lhrm ~tate W•>uht dr wl:'ll to l<.eep 
an eyP '" !h 1~ little brt of Ka sas cl!. OHM paves the way to 
r1 more fl ogrcssl\l't.! hr;:md o f :~gncutture on t he rolling. 
fenrlc p Jr ~of Ala~ka's central Tanan Valley 



/Jarlty l!o(.'.\ illtr) HtJri.Jgc />iiii 

ld ('II 01!;11 farm 

Al(rubvrcali~ No"ember/197:! 17 



While Mvrtle Gislason, n!'i! M[')rll· 

petit, was !P'OWin!J UJJ on h r parents' 
d1Versrf1ed f<~rm n North 0dlto 1 one 

chore !.he he 11 ly disll li:l wai helptny 

to rnilk 15 head nf cows The thought 
o f never havrng to IT 11 onother cow 

f1lled her with r.latlon when she was 17 
and her fam 1ly mov 'fl to the Pacific 

NorthV'It!St BWdY f r')r'l farm·ng. 
fodCiy, Myrtle ha~ been a dairy· 

woman in Alaska for !):)illg on a 
quartr.r century, Furthermo e. when her 
hired milker is gone, she can ohen be 

follnd c. !Jdbly milking 90 or morE" dati y 
cows. 

"The hilrd she ilciJJ~ !o tend s .lt 
Fahtcw D<~ir ie~. IOC<Jted o f Alaska 

Routt! 3 twclue m1les west of Palrnr r It 

1s no ownP.d by Myrtle alone but 1s 1 

joint Jpetc.tiOI w1th Sou and Merhe 
McCombs. ThiS interesting and unusua l 

rrangement Is a pannershtp, involving 
the pooling of bu•i css resources, i 1-

clucll"lg the aniiThiL, build"ngs, equip 
ment and opcrat ioiKII e)(penser.. 

While the Gislason dnd McCombs 
homes are located close toqethrr, the 
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Profile of 
a Matanuska 
daily farm 

two fa ·ns ' " e considered separate. As 
Bob <J<Id Merlie point oul. 

'We want to keep our places scp· 
arate. We can tell you we have 200 acres 
of land 1nd Myrtle can tell you she hi!~ 
225 " 

The p.rtnership was formeo in 1960, 

th~ year .~tter Myrlle's husba c. WdS 

ktllr.rl in J •arm acciuem. To help wtth 
the m<~nunl work Mvr le h ·es t ha 

mllkur wt'uch IS .. full rlmr job. Bu t ~he 
nnd M lr1:1 McCombs mo ~Ltive partici­

pants tn r11111V oha:.t!!> of work lfound 
the !drm trom harwsting to milkrnq. 
Both ats.o contr ibut-. r me In oHice t<Jsks 

as well , Myrtle Ft•:Jing books for the 
partneuhip and ~~cr- 1e mtnnttuning 
recofds on the l!ows themselv~. 

Myrtle and her husband actually 
started the dairy operation. They came 

to Ala$kll in 1946 from Sf.' I tl11 and he 
worked for o y~ar <llld a halt tor the 
Al&ka Railroad. In 1948 they bought 

the tarm and lor the next two year.; 

~-u-ugglod w11h trying to grow vegetilbles, 
, 1 l.lttempl she remumbers now w1th 
considDf<.~hlll 1version: 

' With veget.lhles we had , crop one 

day and thP next dny we d1d t know 

whP.ther we did or not . Li~ e ettLH.e, 
you could have n field (If lettuce one 
dilv nnd the next It \Vds all sl my and 
you'd Jose ;h~ whole thrng And we 

1/'.'0tked JUSt like dog:> on thilt roo, but 

you weren't sure of nnything." 

fhe second Jail they changed over 
and Myrtl~ says now: 

" I wes nevE'!" ..;o glad to sec Ct)WS. 

Milking cows is d b ig gamble too, but at 
least you 're getting that check every 

two wooks , md that makes a difft!rence. 
I nevllf minded going into the dmry 
bu:.iness." 

The 1frst five of their commerctal 
ht>rd were ent up by boot lrom Sca~tl~ 

by a man who supposedly knew about 

d<my C.uttlc. Myrtle claim they turned 

out to be "jusl l"'lerv kind of J color of 
cow' , and her husband w;ss unhappy 

they v.e e not all Holsteins. Nevef-
1heless, with these f1ve and a mtlk ng 

machi e, Fairv1c.>w Dairy was launched. 

A few yuc.rrs after the Gislasons got 
Into the dairy business · 1961 to be 



I' act - their long-time r riend:., Bob and 
M rlit.! Mc:Combs. and dau~tets Luann 
nnd Ltnc. ... ornved m Anchorage ~1crhe 
Wil'i or glnillly frunt ltlnho. Bob from 
Vihlla Walla, W t•h r g 1n, and I ke 
Myr tiP he haLl 11 10 spent h 1s eady It fe 
o a d liersifted lam fh[ McCombs' 
lr.ed tn Ar.r: o .gc unt I 1956 bu t that 
yvar · hey bought the 200 acre, 11 cow 
dairy far111 ndJOI•IIny the Glslasons 

By the time of Joe Gr~I<Jsan 1. de·J h 
in 1959, the t\vo dait ics were thriving, 
e.~ch milki 19 <~bout 30 cows. M'frtle's 
son, Gary, had no inc' rnation 10 h~ 

come a dairyman (todo~y he is a pro­
h~~o• tt~aching math dt the Univer~il y 
of Al<~~ktl, da rghter JoycE:, employed by 
Matanuska Electric , lives a t horn1: with 
hor moth !!f). For hotn MyPil and the 
r.1cCombs'. poo no resow c~ . 1eant 
many dv'''ll" g ~s . 

' 'It cut the overht>ad Qultr. a lot," 
Bob no e!o ow With h s characteristic 
econo 'l'lV of ·.vords. "Set! tht~y had 
about the '><~m~ muu. t .of cows and we 
had abou t · he same <~mount of <:ows, 
machinery and so forth,'' ThP land also 
was ne .. ly equal 

Tod<Jy, Fairview mi ks around 92 
cows (thnv have a tote~! o f <~bout 166 

he<Jd i tcludmu calvf'sl Most ."> f the5e 
am Holsteins, wrth a few he<>d of Brown 
Swi~s. Guernsey!> and Jersey5 throw 11 ln. 

The busines~ has a milking earn and 
attachod milkroom, a Stlo. farm (!q lp-
menl to <yow and harve~t Its own feed , 
and a new 200 x 44 foot loo~e t ;;using 
barn, with rooi'T' for 1 14 stalls T he barr 
went Into opera io ir October of last 
year ; w·th extras. such <~Sa barn--cleaner, 
it repr cnls at le;1st a $70,000 inve-st­
mont. The stlu represents roughly 
$25.000, thr. milking eqUipment be· 
ween $10,000 dod 5 15,000, and an 

BOO g<~llon stain ess sleol bulk l<~ n !hat 
would cost today about $9,000 

All this modern equipment and the 
incroosed herd IS a far cry trom that 
8ilrly farm and five head o f dairy cows 
he Gtslasons star ted out with. 

· In those d<Jys," Myrtle rec<~lls, " we 
s.aid f wl! could mil" 15 cows year 
dround we could make a good living - if 
'lie could have 15 milking a I the t ime 
- we could have a n i~o.e living And we 
would ha11c been satisfied with that. 
You .ee how thin!JS have changed? We 
never tntended <~nythinq llkv th is · 

Surh changes, of course, are reflected 
In the entire dai ry industry tn Alaskd 

Of thE? 80 ddiry farms operati"'9 when 
th~; Gislil~n~ started , o nly 26 emairt ; 
.111 of lli!SC, with the e-xr.ept :.Hl of one 
at Shaw Cr.-Pk ir, the FvJrbanks a rP.J, <jfC 

located In the M<Jta• u~· .. Valley_ Small 
farm~ ot 0 ·r t 15 cows h;we g1ven wav 
to Jrgcr opcrattom (tho tgh thr cow 
IJOpulation too hii~ dt!<: n~1 1 frum 3.000 
to a current I 800 headl a'ld IT'Or" 

modtnn ;Jnd eH1c1cnt op .. ralllllli:tl p .Jc­

t ices. 
Wh 'le rn 1y phases of ugrn;ultwu 111 

Alrsk. .. are hampered lly thr isolated 
location and h<wsh weathc-1. in se-.;er-ai 

important nsp~t~ t he d my pl"Jple here 
.. re lmO'>l 01~ we I c, I 1s thetr counter­
parts cisewhen These days tor 
mstancc, due to the A I (arltfiqal 111 

sem·nationl ptOgrilm, it is unneces!>ilry 
for Pdirvicw and other dairies to hiJVl' 
thP expense of I"Hrying 01 keeping bulls 
SimpiV by picking up the lelep',onP 
Boll McCombs can .e~ure the sefllices of 
the fine:;t hull. m thl:' U11ited Stdt~. 

resulti ng 111 a htqh !J.Itlc c f seiP-(~tion nnd 

r•'plen••·h nn:n r for the pu!l ner siup h~rd 

Under ttm ~lfO!Jr.lrll, ~Qflton from a 
hu!w selection ') f bull5 a<:ross the nat1u11 

/111 tn· 1 ;~~~ rtle r ;ilfa,, ~>I ,m.J Bob ·1l'Comt ' (:or {lh< •to) dtt c'k v i'C'r lrrrl n"tordr. 
rt /t-•llr1111 ar:• .l!)rtle Ch~lav•ll, /err. all(/ Me rlt' •kComb5 :Jj l atn•tcw fl.nnt.'l . 
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is rroz~:n in indtvtduol afl"'pt; les to 320 
(' grees below z.vro shipped by air in 
ltqUid nrtrogen to A li!$ka to <he 
breeders' lSSOl atton, and stored e t hat 
temperatur~> unt1l it i<; needed Dairy 
people then choose from i1 calal09 n b\l ll 
with characte. is tics to complement their 
l:OW, , nd thus Cilll expec1 .:t calt of 
superior v: tues. As one expert descrlJeS 
th is system: "These pl-ople are as •x­
posoo to the for..lront of rhe datry 

Industry AS if they W" e In Wi5COnS!I1 ." 

Another important way in which tho 
dairy industry 10 Ala~kn ha!. kept pace 
w•th tho t•mes ·s ;n marketing, an area 
u which all other agriw't.;r.,l people 
aero~· the north a e seriow;ly impeded. 

The reindeer herdsman on the Seward 
Peninsula, t he vegetable grower on 1he 
Kenai Peninsula, :tod the hog r<> scr of 
the Fairbanks region might lool wnh 
somot htng akin to envy a5 a huge m• lk 
tanker drains o ff the contents of the 

Fatrvtew bulk m tlk tank and leaves At 
that pomt the mi k is out o · the hands 
of the Fatrvtew pann rs They have no 
dtslnbut ton wornes; i I t he milk spills on 
the way to Anchor<Jge, it is not their 
lo\S And every two weeks their check is 
sent to them. 

tvr'n the harsh wmtheo~ of Lhe north 
has been conquerP.d to some degree 
Nowadays, when w tntet t emrerdtures 
hover a t 35 below for oays on end. or 

wh en moe 0 f the t Iter. hur fit:, 1e-force 
' M..tt.,nu~ka" gales ro~kes the .:tiiP.y , rhe 

FJtrvtew herd •~ ar lea~t Jf.l~rD" 'll11tciy 
.~ comfortnbl~ tn tht:tr 'rontroiiL'f.l en· 
v•ronr'lent" barn a~ cows in l o~-..·a or 
~~a~hlnyton State 

F lirvtew can wen ta~ e advo.Jnt rge ot 
an adVdnCed tochnologtcu d~>velopmt.:nt 

to help ~eep track of m1lk "roduction. 
Every mon h the n tlk from each cow is 
mea~ured .and ., special sheet wi th this 
inforn ~rton sent to Washi gton State 
University nt Pullnwn, Them it com · 
p 11trr ..,ssesses it and tell• what each cow 
is doing, and I!Ve11 estimatt:S what she 
will do t ht following month~ . Soch a 
record is abc;olutelv vttal when large 
numbers of cows ~re involved in each 

1 rlking; ot herwise a cow r iaht come 
throt gh the line, give no milk .tt all and 

no onl' would be the w1ser . 

Sti I , technology and modern con· 
vcmence-~ notwrthstdndtng, Dll is not 
totally rosy o Alaska's cJ, try- scene, as 
the Farrview par1ncrs explam Myrtle ts 
all tor mill< ng !ewer cow~ ilnd bettl!r 
cowli, but ' 11 s JUst hard to kellp good 
cow~ · very harfl in this country." She 
fe~Jis the controlled (tOv ronment is not 
wtthout llaws, t ha· «:anfming <~ cow in 
rclatrvt:ly close quarters results in in­
creased 1n1stiris, for o ne thing. Accord· 
ing to Bob, a cow's working li fe here is 

Fainoicw Dairit·~ '~/Ju reprt>~('Jif,\ $25,(}111) illl'tll!IH•nt 
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I rom f111 11.: · ··v• , yearr., otter wtm:h she 
tS cull I < ut, ~m.'f'allv IJe< ausc ot 
"ctthcr masot ~ r • they gt:t nrthriti~ " 

Beyond these things, ferd 1 tsell is 
expcns1v . dmJ hurd to c.ome by . 

Throughot t h!! bnd growrn!J season 

them ''" a never cndtnrl st. u(]gl" to fil l 
the 30 x 60 silo with blomt-{.1'<~55, oats, 
flCdS and barley ruised on thf' farm . The 
women, d:> well as Bob, often help w• 1 

t hr. harvest , anti one or two hirP.d hand~ 

are neecJed too It is cheaper to shtfo n 
~ain lhdll it is hay :oQ they try to 

produce as '""' h fornge tor stlagc and 
roughage ils f10SSoble and >hlp ih on y 

concentra ~ l 1 aw for !.mddr'1g hus 
been ltmt~ tt:tl , rcplacoo tn theu r N 

bar ' wtth r uob~;t rna tsl. Th ·y h't!d lh" 
cows 1,200 pounds ot 9r Jt 1 per rlay (thll 
amo 11 varies i.lccording to the <~mount 

of mtlf<. in nnio of one flJLmd of gratn 
to cad, l ta 3 pound$ of mtlkl whtch 
cost~ t h"'m $96 per ton 

Bes;de~ the fE'cc.: JYOblcm, another 
difficul ty is farm labc r tself -someone 
who r.an do rh~ tob and vvill stay 1 M 
fl'"~l:'nt Fatrvrew m tlkcr, who h •• s J wife 
a nd 1wo ch1ldr .n has beEn there 14 

month~ and hi~ ~mploycrs wish he 
would st.1y. 

A locauon rl"lated problen' for Fau · 
vte-.v D<~trtt><.. i~ n di~posing of S\.1 plus 
ammals, cow.. rhat need to he culled, 
and bull calve Wrth sh1pped·in veal 
sellmg •n Anchorage tor up to S3.50 per 
pound depondmg on tho cut, Myrtle 
and the McCombs. ' have still been forr.;ed 
to simply knock someo .Jf their un 
wanted calves i the head Un il very 
recently, there has heen no q Jalilled 
lau~tf .. 'f faci lit•1 !o take them to. no 

ona to markl:'t the meat tf th"Y had been 
sleughtcrecl, and the operdlron CJnnot 

afford tho e~~:peru.e of f~1ng t h11 cal~es 

to propCf" ' lnughta age tn my event. 

Money from cull beef, (l1 c;our~e. ts 

the least of tl e worru"' at FatrvrtM 
MyrtiP. points out that th~v , re actua ly 
gettmq !> money fr.>m the mtl now 

than lh1•v did 14 years ago. 

Even so, retail prices hav~ •~rcnscd 

a nd now rt cosh 50 cents 01 quort . Srnce 
It cost~ t he dairy more tor what they 
ptoduce and use, .:me niter native seems 
to be 10 have more cows and do a btlt ter 
10b with them 

"You got more cow~ - more land," 

Bob ob "fve~ laconically. 



Holmes family runs Aleutian Islands sheep ranch 
Eighl hundred atr mtle'> ~011 hw""St or 

Anchoraqe It"'~ thn island Jl Unrllrt~l-.a, 

one o lht Aleuttan c:h .. t1 whtch 
S1rctcht;; wt!st Nd d into thP E;t~ll:rn 

Hernr~plu•r l Thll Alwt ians are amrm!J 
the ml')<;t I I'll Otl' and spar!>t!ly popu dted 

§"ttions of tht• Unned States. ThllV arc 

one of 1 hi:' stormiest as wnll But despite 
nurrict~ne wind anri more thr1n umple 

rainfall . 'iOn'le of the ·~l<tnri~ hJve amaz­

lntJ ootcntial for livestock r Jising, 

offering lu~lt pnsturcland and nornally 

light snowfall and monecata tempP.f<t· 
' rc5 at low~;r .,, t10ns. 

On the 120-mrle tony island of Un· 
n a~ a ts. the ~ wep nch operf.itlun of 

Mtlton "'''I BI'V>!' y 1 ollrnt!!., one o! .; 
handt c~l nf shel:'p <~nd c.Jttle raPC'he~ t11 

the isldnd~. The courle has IIVE!d 0 the 
nmch two di [fer en I lmes · First from 
1948 until 19b3, when they left and 

returned lo Idaho. In the nexr seven 

years Bev•!rly went to collii!!Je and be 

~ame <1 teacher so they rould ·eturn to 
Alaska with an assur~ income. Thfly 

:•turned 111 19£.>0, bough tha ranch on 

Unai,Jska 1n 1964, and have lived there 

ever ~ince. (Th~::y have two sons, 

Sl<~nlt v. City c·og1neer rn the village or 
Unalaska, the only populated spot on 

the island and some 80 rni'es fr'll"' the 

ranch headquarters, a ld V<~l, 19, also in 

Unc~la~k . ) 

Beverly r,ew up in eastern Idaho , 

«no M1lt camo from the western pArt of 
the ~tiltP. A~ stv t ~ol!s the story : 

'We'd been marrted two years ilod 

my f!l~ks came to see us one summl!f . 
Milt hr1d reacJ ; n Jtttcle about th1s place 

(the r .. nchl In rhe Boise paper. My 
rnoth~r s.ud 'Oh, our nell/lbor'i know 
thosu peop e . She sa1d ~hP'd gut <he 
<tddress for JS. ·rhl'i was in Auguo;t She 

got the address and M1 1 uft on Thanks-
g1vin11 to come to Alaska. It JU5t 

sounded really interest •ng " 

When they arrivoo at U-,alaska they 

were taking ovet a ranch which had 
been 111 operation since 1923. A the 

tim~ they arrived the sheep consisted o f 
about 650 Pwos :md about 900 wnthtSs. 
Now thry have between 4,500 and 

5,000 head - although they had more 

r'a/, llt'l'(f~l' """Mill /lo/m~·!J. b~at'llmm/1 ;; , ti~lllm: Jlr'( J7na(S tlwrhal't' beet; 
wajtecl }rom Jufltlll w Ala~f...m1 slrnre.r l'ta 1he .hl/1111/t 1 ._,,,1 r/f . 

before tht heavy toss...s durmg the pa:;t 

two winters whr.:n the /~land has been 

hit oy u 1usua ly har'il weather. (AI 
rh<>ugh horned Dor\ets, Ltncoms and 

Rom''"YS were all rnc. udl;'l'l 1"1 tho floclr 

in the past . M1lt has sh1pped ir. only 
Columb·as and they now prP.dom nate. 

The Ht I nes ranch al~ has some 200 

head of Cdtll~: . ) 

'Oncl! we went into the winter with 
about 8,500 sheep, ·• Mill r.ays.. 'We had 
qutte il lo!>'S two winter:; agO and last 
wlntCf. Our lfHJ<;e is 152.000 acres. They 

tate It at 1 0.000 shef'P but lhe way the 
wmters hiMl been the la~t two winters it 

would11't hold up to thai. ' 
o~spite the freaks ot the weather. 

then• are definitP. adv,mtdges to ranch "9 
1n the Aleutians as Milt and Beverly ~ee 

t. Fo r one 1 hing the animal~ aru prac­

tiC[Ifly dlseas.e free. 
"liCks on tile shucp and lic:P o n the 

cows are akx>ut the only problems we 

have." M1lt points out. We never have 
any foot rot and we never vaccinate 

anything for anyth ing." 

Another advantage of shcop ranching 

In tha Aleutians as compared to other 

parts of the U. S. ts that the ~hecp cnn 

run ou t yt'-<lr Cl1ound .md 1t sn ' t neces 

snr y to fC!>d them. The Holmes ranch 

alsv hds 11w c dvantage thJt there a c no 
r .. q or log flocks to gl' 11 <'XI up w1th 

and there is no,., (?tf to traal Jr t ruck thl! 
shee11 lrum v.mter to summer grazmg 

aroas. 
' 'They dr>rr 1 havn much of a fi!Xk' ng 

insti'lct anymore," M 1 say:., and adds 
" That 's a ~od th'ng, too. because if 
your sheep arc just in one area you 'd be 

hurtin~ the range and the sheep 
wouldn' t be doinq any !1{lOd. That's the 

hm: thing about them here - they j•1st 

spre<l d out · 
But there em~ also probl61lls for the 

sheep r.tncher 1n the Aleutians. The 
blg!lest probl~ of nil M11t :;urns up an 

just two wnrds No fThlrkut. 
HI:! rei. tns that In one instarce rhey 

wt!re told that thuy co lei sell c.ll the 

munor th1•y had 1f they could JUSt get 
1t over to the netghllonng island ot 

Umnak where a plar')ll would land on the 

airstrip <Jnd pick it up. But there was no 

feaSJble way of getting it to Umnak. 
"We'd slaughter it right here at our 

slaughterhou~. but wo don t have any 

wuy to got it to Umnak." Mllt expla ins. 
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"And I don t .now a5 I Ct)tJid yet 
enough 1 "''P o s laugh t. th.-t rn my. 
They'd '" 111 28 000 pmmds to a o.1d ~o 
that wou d bt. ?5() o 300 w.td It'd 
take u~ 1o0 "lnfl to slau~hter 1 h.Jt many 

that the 111 •t C'nes would ill" spo' ling 
be for n we go~ the la~t ones ione h~­

e<~use we don't have n !)h refriQera 

tion to keep that mdf"y. " 

The wl!athcr c 111 also brlnlj u b1g 
problems - t~nd It has c. Jne so 1 tfw 
L1st hW) year , 

" Not <.OU II 119 lh~ a'il TWU WI11CI'>, 

for H1111 Jst part wmtr'f~ Hre open and we 
USf!d tu ~t oJ lol of ram," M 11 r says. 
' 'T~n abovro 7.,ro was the cot<le.~l we ever 

saw hero. Aut thr ld l two r' s been 

getttng down to zero down ' <tnd 
below th•. 20~ u at of 11mc. For weeks 
Utl end. I hil ~ur.h r ul j w•th 1 hP. snow 
and ~he w nd ts "ally tough o n lvll 

stock ." 

T here ar<. J o pot ~nt ial prollll!fll~ 

wtth prt.'<.l tt.Jr'>. Milt beltt'>'• s he eagles 

bather 'limbs· ''Every t n~ you qo out 

thert> where thf!. ·~ u burx.h of sheep 
w th lamils you'll sec ~0 1 •e uayt~s 

cttcltng J ound . Thcy 'ri.! reall y w.ttrhin[J 

those ldmbs And tht> I·IV•~m. if they 
catch a sheep th 11 · ~ down, they'll just 
oa~ him up olive The foxes ilrt! ear.;er o 

L1ul {ilmllu u sltt~mng jnlJ (abnr<!)mui !ft' l'erly an/1/i/t.m c.Yamin~.: wnvl 
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contul: We shoot them. The dogs Lhase 
them.· · 

1he ·oundLip nc•, rlly ~I art; th~: <.a­
<.onal cycl• on th~ r;·nl;h. It lwy.ns ·n the 
spnnq a~ non h 1ht> we-ather gets gr-od 

enou11rt . The ar: 'ma'~ rl' brought in and 

then she.J ing s tarts - towaru the end of 

1.Jy . "If it's a good summer so we c.m 
get h ~<ued out in July, we spend ·he 

rest of the !'.llmrner fenc IIH d m ~ybe 
work nu on I 1m: C<Jbins and tt...Jt ~or t of 
th1ny Milt says. "We mu~t he ve 40 to 

50 m les o t drift f'nre 11yht Jtow" tto 
~top th~ I ve<otOt.l-. fro 1 drihtng any 

furthP In a qr~Jen lirf"Ctiol"l . 
Then 11 tht! lall we ound t hem up 

ilnrl d•o them for licks," M1lt contmu~ 
Then Wf! \ hOllld have them or1 ano he~ 

ra1ge and keep thl'nl off the summer 

r.mge l"ter in th!! fall, in December. 
we've !P' to g1•t them bunched up to get 
thll bul'ks to them . l:!ctween late De 
cember and spr.ng it 's pretty quil!t but 

I've got lhis little bunch of Columbias in 

here that I lumb i 1 wintertime.'' 

l'he ran,;h ha, been ~endmg ItS we cl 

to tho Mtciwt~ t Co-op n Ka $85 Ctty 

.;md befom that 10 .he Pactflc Wool 
Grower~ i Portland. Tht'i year it was 
sold to "" ind•vidual mil l hack east The 
wool goes out 1.. n the North Sr.Jr, a 
Bureau of lnd1an Att&~irs vessel that 

~es-vrce:. t hf' Alt!ut 1ans and viii ayes in ttle 

Arcttc. 
"The N Jrth Stdr has always picked it 

up so 11r b t there's uet ing to be an 

awf"l hassle," Mtlt says ' It takes them 

a lot of tin e, 3nd due to blct Wt>.dther 

they've bet!n havmg wful ttnw 

getting out of th .. north and !Jack to 

Seattle They qive us the Native Arts 

and Cratts nte - about th1 ce cents -

hut we hdve to pay lighterage <~nd 

tlumut ti.I!)CJ . On thL North Sl<tr the 
demllrri.ige (payment for standtng by) is 

a hundred buck~ 1n hour. rr they have 

to ~tand by two or three days it ildds up 

preny fast." 
The tanch a .;o sh11; in a small 

<Jmoun of -eed on the same vessel T his 

averages about 10 tons a y~r and 

Includes ~nun anlJ hay cubes to feed the 

horses. 
The North Star's visit is one ot rhe 

major event in the year at th~ isolated 

ranch which gets few visitors and has 

only monthly mall plan~;~ serv1ce (11 Is 
a lso poss1blo to c.~ll the ranch by RCA 

radiophone •a Dutch Harbor tf anvone 

wan'U; the Holmes' to !>hip them a beef 



or multon). Onu year when they wc1e 
geumq mall drops all of their Christmas 

prt!~tll~ and mml was dropped In thL 

ocf!An 
Does this ooliltion bother the 

HolmPS? Not to any i.Jr!!at oxteot. As 
Beverl y commenb. "Wher. we're here, 
even the two of us, we rn1mage JKt!lty 

Wl!l . I don I t hr ok it bothers him. I get 
cabm fever once m awh rle . , f the 
we<:~ther's not too bad we do lob <1f 

hiking and ge t our •n tht1 uooi . We have 

a lot of good weather in the winter 
too. " 

The winters bring the grea tes1 isola· 

tion for Milt now. as Bcvt>tiy is away 
teaching rn Unalaska. " It gets kind of 

1 it esome," he comment~ "but we have 

the radio and read ." 
fh!! IOOIIltiUII c.an o1lsu be a n1ilj01' 

probltm1 rn the t•ven t of acciuel'lt or· 
illne~S . The 11hHI~ l IIIJrSt! IS ~t tionP.d I 1 

Unrtl<t~kr ""d the neare!>t nV·li c~hiP. 
doctor would be .n Anchorage, tl 05C 
800 o~rr rmiP~ dway. B t Mr t and 
Beverly llJ'Ite been fortuna·~. Milt SciY!> 
'The•(re not mo,rh tor S•C ness out 

hllfC. Wo hnrdl y !wer have a cold unles~ 
somebody com~ out rhat s gQI one. ' 

Howev~r . Bwerly dhl 11liiiQ onr> acl· 
venture due to illness wrth appendici\ls. 

It happened the lir:>l winter Iiley wen 
on the ranch, and she tells the story th is 

way : 

Beverly ~11tlle~ rlwharb 111 lu r r•uril 

"I 'd gon~ hll< ing our here · n a big 
~lorm j11~1 to watch the wind. While I 
was up here on th•~ h•ll W«S when I t~rst 

r.ln too l~l•n!:J l1<1tl ~ 1 I came bac~ . A 
boat had ~ome rn dur .ng the ~lorm so 
thev !illttl they d go to Umnak and get 

th•• Lloctor and they h;,d a tt:llow who 
knPw a l1tll~ tJil abou it .md he d stay 

with me. Turned out he 'i wat<:ht!d hi~ 
own operation ·n a mirror . That's what 

he knew about i And he •mtcrtained 
Itt I:! w11 h this. It was so stormy they 

could hardly net nto Umnak. So stormy 

they had to anchor horo beh nd that 
mourtain ;md hikP ovf!f , .hP ,.,~, ,; osnd 

ht s llrl~ . a wy wnl " ll lcphone - oh , 
all sorts oo stuff 

' They stayed three or fo11r rtlyr. and 

gaw mn pPnl~.;tllln . But they didn't hrtve 
to operaLt! ltecau~c I wu~11·1 dytng. I 
dldn'1 get better nnd a month idL~ I had 
to catch the rnall boa t and go to 

Un; trtslta and r• :-r tch 1 he ~11anr "' a go to 
Port and " 

Now what of 1he future of the 

ranch Milt 1s honelul "' getting fTl{)re 
of 1 mark>!t estllbh!>hed or mP.dtsalesof 
the sheep and ;~I~ thP catt le they mise. 

·'It'd ~ a real gomg concerr. hure 1f 
we could get an outlet fm the mBat ," he 
says, ' Antl you wouldn't havr> lu have 

ncar so manv sheot-J to make it pay We 
could l>flll the lambs t~nrl beet we ra1se. 
We keep trying to build up the beef 

hen•, because I think W" •I qet o market 

tor ·L quicker tha, we wil l the mutton 

And there's much IBs work to i l. Wtl 
have abou( 225 ht>.arl now. Wa're down 

•.vc !ost some last yea1 . 111ev're 
mostly Het elorcls, thl'lre's some Angus in 
t h~tn They can stand that d~p ~now, 

thoy can paw down hrougn (JUita il lot 

and get dT JUnd. The sheep can't take 

fTILlCh snow - they are pretty wl!ll .ied 
down.' 

M1lt also sees advant<•ges in selling 

lamb rather rh<~n munon , go•ng to a 
mea1 operation rather than a wool 
operation. 

Those are just some of the pos­

slbilit ies ior the futurl\ of the Holmes 
ranch. But the Cet'tainty seems to be 

that livestock raising Is now nrmly 
estnblished out 1n this remote and rso· 

lated section of AI<~Sk<J . And tha t Mllr 
a nd Beverly Holm~ with thetr sheep 

o peratton are play l11 y a11 important pprt 

in th i5 unusual industry and have also 

established lhoir own intcrl!Sting way of 

lift! in these stormy Alet.Jtians 
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Bmndm~ ll/nt- t 11 lite Burtr 11 R.mc h - 1\tuhy 111 wllilt 11'1!, Bill ar r1ght 

On <.J clear rut 1me1 rl11v the road to 
Narrow dl)ll o 1 l(od~ak l~land pn.\ents 
dozens a "~~ape panoramas For 
•nile~ rt w•nds around !.tnal l bo~ys ant.l 
4ulet ln rts trnt 1 ., f leet surrounding 
snow·y f>t!aks 1 1 other ~pots it overlooks 
thr wi d whtle surt o r the open Pactfrc 
where wave.~ beat aga•nsr w ihwood 
cov feu lwache . 

Thrs 1sland t l!• riltn might seem a 
strangt:! url!n fo r cattle ranch ing Yet , 

t1 OITI ht-re westward to the boundary of 
the Kodiak Will'll ife Refuge, is located 
some o f Alaska 's most i1 portant cattle 
country. 1 h L road itself bears testimony 

to this indust1 y as it takes the motOt is t 
ac oss c.rtrle·guards ;nd wmds between 
groups of gruing black Ang11s and 
white: faced Here~ords. Roughly 60 

JTJtlcs from th LilY o f Kod•ak . •t orsa 
us~> and makes n tm\2. gtmlle aescent to 
tl e home htJtU.lquarters ot the Kodiak 
t:.att l! Company 

At prCSflnr, dod for more than two 
year~ now, the Narrow Cape ca tie 
eanch has been ho rne ro WilliaH I Burton, 

34, ·md h •~ wife Kathl~n . who ariJI ha lf 
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uf lhe family-ow ntJ C0 rj10r<lt on. Tht• 
other halt - B1 l'c; brother Jim 37, and 
his w•fc T cmi, and daught r And rea, 5 -
lives nea r K' I ak where J1m works in 
construct ion and To ni for the De· 
p<tr•ment of Public Safety. 

Af er the t.ovo couples bought the 
ranch lr> 1967, it was J im and Toni who 
lrvotl t~t Narrow Cape ro about three 
years The ultimate aim, of course, is for 
all or them to live there when the ranch 
has reached ;1 stage wh{ln will suppnrt 
them . However, t ha i d ay !S Still a rew 
ye.•rs oft. as they will testi ly . 

Why t he Burton brothers decided to 
become catllc 1 <JnChcrs 15 no too ha((j 
to explain. ThPy were r 1ised on a ca tt le 
ranch 111 Flo r da ne.1r La kon PI<K:id 
(Kathlt!Cn 1s from M•crml, 1 oni was born 
i 1 Fa1rbanks but yrew up 1n Colorado l. 
and have more or IP!>S always had 
ranching 111 then bloocl But the ques­
tron of why thc rt rhose rha remote 
1sland ra nch •s no t so castly answf'red 
stnce ralsi r'l9 beet o n Kodiak offers 
sevCf.t l k. notty problems 1•erhapo; not 
found nnywhere else in rhe Un it ed 

St H"s (with cxcf'pllon of the noi Jhbor­
ing AI'!Uttnn fo; ands). 1 he llrothers are 
opum ~I re , thouoh Asked his presert 
1rnpress'on o f Kod.ak ranch ing, and 1f 
he wouid describe it t~s "challen!Jinq", 
Jim observtls dryly: 

"Yei .. . th It's th~ mce way to put 
it . I gutlss It s def n1tely 'I challt.mge, 
th ere's lot!> o f problems. They can l:le 
worllf'd out thl.!rP.'s prulllflm~ any 
placo, I !ltlttss. " 

Stockmen IJ,!,.,.. been grnprtlng wi th 
the probhm s o f ra151n9 beef on Kodillk 
Island lon9('r than many peonte might 
imagrnt> for the f1rst l.vestock were 
introd ed by 1 1e Russians in 1795. 
Dunng he r1ext century, cattle herds 
t PmCJ ined sm.1ll , numbering up 10 only 
50 head 01 so. But by the early 1900s, 
tour or five homest eads had been taken 
out dod at le~t one man hdrl il hefd o f 
so m6 200 head of c;mlc. 

T odav, t he K 'ldial< Catt lr. Company 
is one o1 sevt;n ranches !l ll the 1sland, 
and it ru ns 550 head o t Crrlll~ {e:xclud · 
ing calvest on 21 000 acres_ Mos t are 
Herefords and the remmncJ~n, about 100 



h1!.1d "''! p01 ehn d Angu~. According to 
Btll lhf• ~1/P of the an1 h operation ~~ 

w w<~rd • nee · ~til • IS "lOt laryc e oouqh 
for tc•JJI.:ll l'~ tr u twlp So•nr" D' this; 
pr JUIH11 h.l• lol!f'n solved by ha\•rng small 

oundup~ ra her than one mvu vmy th~ 
emue t- "d o r L>'l n a rr.<~jority of 1t 

OnL "och m 1 roundup ! hiS sum rtlll 

fc, n i Bill i1 cl J vouny h ~nd 'J<Hht>rinn 

In 40 to 50 COW> With the r cill\1(!5. At 
lhll co lrl lht'y Wt' e jomed by Kathleen 

untl >t II :~ ;econd young man who had 

<;nmt~ rwt from t own to help w1th theo 

op€H.lt 1t11l 1Nh1lc th!! num wr~tled the­

culves to the ground. ear·marked tl ern 
branded thrm and castr«ted the l ittle 
bolls. Kathie.m brought e4uiprnent i:IS it 
WitS netded, closed gates. ran errami.<> 
and 1\l,pt tally . That morning, as often 
happens, she had sp~nt r"diny on one 

task o~ anotht!l mvolv ng the cartle. 

" It 's too big a ;ob, too big a ranch 

foe just on • per wn - iJ em r>le ... adrr its 

Bill "Kathy, rny hired hand. does a lot 
of work hut we stili could use some· 
body lh.~ . Lot .. of time you know you 
nt:'ed someone stronger than a womar1 
We've hart kids u1J1 here three or four 
month~ at a t1me, off and O!l . Thdt's 
about !he on'v way we can atinrd to get 
help out hetl . We just don't h3ve 
t:nough money to have someone el~e our 
here otherwise." 

But -;ummP.Hlmo help nrohlems are 
only Pdf t of the picture. The island has 
il typ1caf rnll. itlmc dlm<lte W1th fairly 

ha~ prec1prtatron. Normall y, winters 

<tre more t<tiny th<ln snowv l>u t when 

the r>•mcrn ch. nq'!s and wiruer brings 
h nh snowfd li a~ It has for the past two 
&t>a ;,ons, tho t I fort n1:ed!:!d to ~rry on 

the opcrution wnh only o ne man and 
one woman can be grueltng. Bill , a tal l. 

so f t s~loken man v•ith a powerfu l bui ld, 
describes it thus· 

"W~ got awtul ti red this winter. It 
was a long winte and (It) seemed like it 
was never go ing to quit, And you're 
fredir g from dawn to dusk. you know. 

and pretty shon days or course. but 

that's all you're doing, feeding You've 
!J)t 1 00-pound sacks and Kathy's carry· 

my 1hem arouno as rnuch as anybody 

"That 's pretty hard on her And then 

we wete going in hauling grain, right in 

the middh~ of the winter. That's the 
reason we want to get thi'> grain here, if 

we can have it. Then we could get It out 

her!' whuflever we need it, t<.~thPI' than 
having to order it and then go in and 
haul it " 

Wmtc.r fe1 d 1~ lhv U19!fl."'t pwhl!!tn 
the Bw tom anrl nl hw r•m• hPr~ face 
Summertime gr.:. rng in the "lOrthua~ 

sert on >f thl' is.md whe 1:! th~> runcht 
I.e Is C\lll.ltflllll(l!! cll~:n ar~t no 'I'Juht 

ac<'O< n1., ror p t of r..odtd 's long 
illlr rctro 1 .:ts J c ... ule area The average 
ml d w mwr al o ot 1•r, 91 ozmy anti 
foraging or elr on beaches: and even 

.lim a11d 7~mi 
Burt, 1 J • Ire 
Kodwk CiJitlt• 
Omtpa11y 

Bill and A at l1y 
Burl! "'I 

durna more severe wrnters the high 
wind~ kef p many <Jr eas s·wept clear of 
)flO'•'>', C!.pCt.:i<tll\1 ••l t hi' t::t~pe . According 
to Jim. h l"<trly rdnchefs wintered their 
e<tttlt out d d fed them hardly any 

thill!l 
l hey'd ll t; lhLII I l~:O~S h11! lhPy 'd 

ge~ by. Tht'"'e cJ v~ v" I•JS• ,, I• e th y· rt 

WIJ th t Jo rnu<;h lO ltJSt I a~ e n lo» on. 
They used to fi!IJIC It VII< ... ld ak·' <thou I 

500 pounds <' t I.Jar lev tct wrntu an 
amn111l I don 'l think wP've t"ver gotten 



bv qu1te tl1·1l cheap . I hink it's. betwee11 

500 and 800 or a J ow1, r.ow." 
1 h~J E:iprtons c <ill~ the" r feoo shipf~ed 

ro Kod Jic ~;vhatE!Vll is " clll!ap but 

QOOd , dnd thiS may bt.: rol'ed l.J<Jr lt:y, 
dlf.llf<.~ p!:·llcts or even c:om. Tht. harley 

average> OuL to about $ 100 .. ton tln~v 

get it in 22 ron lots anti u~e it m w nt!"r 
il\ the rat~o of ;;bout 1 ·, tons j)er day. 

Tl1is explc!ll~P. w11! hup"lt.JIIv 1->1; lowered 
by $25 to S30 pt•• ton It ,. c ooperat1111~ 

dtMI fo1 141 ~in ~h i pn • l1t a nd !>to rage , 
oow Ull<.ler d t..CJ~Ston l)y th~ ranchur~. 

ududlly ma't't allzcs. II wou l, llow the 

fet~d tn be stor~'<l at odi;tk in hugo 

art DUnts auJ hauletl llY the individual 

tanchcro, <r ~ they nt>ed 1 thuli el1min· 

ntlt1!J, too, I h .. long, frl-'quent 11 ips to 
town In Winter. 

In .1d<.ltt 11n tf' ~IHpped · .. grain , the 

Bur ons harvest , in .1 good yea1 . fr0111 30 
o 35 tons of ndti11e hay , and "cu t 

maybe ll lit tie st lalJe'' . They hove In tt><l 

nl tUro; [O pro\Oid ·their ow11 wtnler feed, 

01 at least a btgger >haw of lt . 

One ad ... an•agr- 1hat come~ I om ra is­

Ing cart "' 1n a remote p lace suet- as 

KodiaJ is t h 11 rt.:!larive treedo,., from 

d1se~cs wch as 8.1 "l~j's dtsease, tubercu 
los1s anrl leptosptrosis, a lt hough some 

p.:uas tt tsm is s~.oiirred . Occasiona ly, the 

Burtu11~ o$e <tn anltn<JI t l) DOI~nom 

plants. and w h1le thc1r ro.~nt.h IS tar th~st 

It om the LHJr • ef ... ge t ht!y also havt' 

sonw loss lr'ln U~<~r~ 

" Nont .,f th e: rattchns like tCI kill 
b '"ts ," B111 says. "1 def in ite ly don 't like 

to. I wouldn't want t o see the IJears 

ellt11il'la1 Pd " 
Un like some of the dnchers , he 

diS{;OtJrts the theory Lhat cagl~ prey on 
r.ai ... es: "We've had &Jgles out hl!rt., 

sitting in a li these trL!~, and th!!y ddn 't 
'"''~n bothe1 thP- chicl...ens. I just do11't 

th ink thev bother a calf , if the cal f 1 ~ 

alive. They go tor dead lh tngs " 
T he most s~nou:;; predator r roblen1 is 

people w t h gtms - an11 lor reasons that 
make the Old West r attle rus·lt!r s look 
goad ThP.re was " t ilm ot krllings on 
Kodiak nnche5 last tJII The Bltrt[)m 

los1 foLr on top of a mountmn und Btll 
says no ,,. !!at Wih t<Jkt>n ''Ju~t shot 
thL'm and lett t hrm Just t1 ymg lheir 

r i le out or ~omethtng." 
<~st yea• he Burtons wert-> ab le to 

slaughter or the tirst t i'llc in a new 
tauilty loc-ilted out of town on tho road 
past the naval stat ion, the Kodiak llve­

st oc k Cooperative slallqh terhoust , 

owned by the ranch~r~ on th to island . 

The slaughte1house cs federally anti sHHe 

msp~C'tt;<cl and ma cs th~rn Pliqib iu to 

~II to the miiit 1ry and illtyol'le else if1 
tl estate. 

ThPy' narnlally sl..~uqnter l they use 
two ycJ.•r old steenl ill the early fdl l. 
Ofte •hoy sl<~ ghter ~f!(:o nd time 

becauw some peoplo WC'lnt u beef hHif 

m 1ly and anorhm one late Nlo~t of 
thetr r.t stamt ~s He ;ndiv iduals, a lthouyl1 

!hey a lso 'if'll to . t ares. 

With t llf> mterest 10do1/ In organ!· 

callv·grown toO(!, and h ' lt~Lt tha• it 

commands higher prtce~ in most C.t3i:!S 

tha 1 lood grow' w1th chanliClJis , the 
Burtom have sreculatcd on how they 
m g. t hc:fJ w suppfv this gro·mmr 
mi:lr et i11 o t t>.:; areas. 8 11 ltntll ci\P.ap~ 

frtli[Jht co<t~ iir~ Jrr.:trt !_lt!- l or tha d~­

lt"'and becum !S grea· l!tlOIIgh , h P. 
possib I ty wtll It' t'IV r ~mam unfu lied. 

VleanwhlltJ the 8 1 tons try !O ~o ve 
TlOI e immarli Itt! problems wnd work 
toward the d<tV when hnt lt famill~"'> can 

live on thu r t!rllOit- ranch <Jl Narrow 
Cape. DI!SPite the w• ld wllatfl~1 <tnd 

J) l oblems. 1 ' 1f!tld and mmkt:t rng ttu: 
ISOilted spot o ff rt d 'er111in way o, ltft;l 
not ea~ ly to m l 111 h e Uni "d States 

today tnd one which many peoplt: 

would envy. 

Cotth• un till' Burton Roncl! :JIJ K·nfiilk Nand 



The Robert Mielkes, 
ata uska Valley 
potato farmers 

By late Au~n and early Septembt!f 
farmer~ m the Matanu~ka Valley 
becomE:' !:!l(1temtly weo~rher consctous. 
·1 h • s • ·; h srvest time and these 
fur-nort hern f<Arnii!'r~ k11ow t hat only a 
bdef interval I ies ahead for orop 

1Jalhering l.ltl fore wi nt~t descends. 
If they 're lucky , this ·nrerlude brings 

w.lrm bt ight days with birches and 
me.1dows shimmering gold , nights will 
be h O!>tY !.Jut rot fr tgid. If they're not so 
lucky, hdtd ram!. often arrive by August 
!lfld continue wtth hardly B le t-up righ 

through September. E •t::h storm brings 
t r esh dusting'> of snow to the nearby 
Chugt~ch peaks. And sh"ket -clad farmers, 
harvt?Sl pens nnl.l bromcgrass, cabbage 
and potatoes Hl r<~m o r dri7lle 

On such 11 day 1h1s season, wnh cloud 
banl<s ho~ennq below white-dusted 

peaks, larmflr Bob Mielke and a sm11l l 
crew of two gtrls and a truck dnver 
harvested potatoes, in a t ield bordCfing 
the Glenn Highway west o f Palmer. Bob 

<md tho gir ls were on the harvester, 
wh ich dug the potutoes two rows at a 
time and depo:Sited them into a truck 

alongside. 
As soon as th~: t ruck was loaded a 

seoond r eplclCE!tJ i t .md the f • rst I eft for 
tho root celldr, a long bu1 lding loLated 
next to the Mielke home 1ust out of 
Palrntlr on the <JkJ Wasilla Rosd . HEre 
the driver backed .he truck up to til e 
f ellar doorwny where me second phase 

of harvesting was progressing under the 
caretul superviSion of Evelyn, Bob's 
wife. 

At ih•s po tnt the pat.1lO.!S dropped 
from benea lh the spec tal truck bed onto 
a conveyor belt . As the Luberrs tra\•eled 
past tllGrn, Evelyn, a I ruck driver , two 
other men and a girl p ir.ked out 
marble-sizP.d r tljects, m ud chunks and 
weeds, antl the potatoes were finill ly 
clumped from the bei• · n o pal let boxes 

When each or these was leveled off 
wi h •ls capacity of about 1 ,800 
pounds, Evelyn expenlv rnaoeuvered 
forklift I)!'Ongs u nder the box snd 
trundled 1t to the rear o f th~ caveroous 
cellnr. At t hl' end of harvest roughly 
400 of t hese filled pallet bo,xss woulrl 
bt: stored three~eep to await marketing 
throughout the winter t o stores and a 

iew ri'St<1uranrs, locally and in Anchor 

age. 
The man who will do the market ing 

is Bob Mielke himself. one of Alaska s 
potato growers for more than a decade 
(though full t ime only since 1966) 
Both Bob and h is wife ~:~rc long-time 

Ala!ikotns. Bo b amved here from Wis· 
consin with his parenrs In 1946 , when 
he was 21 . Evelyn's parents wer~ 

colonists who arnved from Mich igan 
whon she was f ive years old Her father 
a ttlfmor off and o n for a number of 
v oars, hatl fully co nvertt~d to agricu I tu re 
by the Lime he sold his p l act~ and 

f."rcly11 uml Bub Miclkt! 

t ~Jtumed to t he states ten years ago 
nw how.t.; Bof.J illld Evely• bought Ill 

1953 , where t hey still hve was buill by 
his father. Here rhe Mielk.es hcNt: r;med 

r1 family of lhrll'C daughters and one ~on 
The daughters. , af I married are : Moue 
Dryd.•n cJtld Tr.rosa 7iegle•·, now at the 
Un111amty at Alaska, and Gwen Combs 

or Anchorage Son Robert . who Is 
majoring ir Wtldl ifc Management at the 
Un vers•ty, is interested in the farM as 
,ovpll 1nd retur 1s to heip when possible 
(and the best help he has. accordir g to 
his dad ) in 1 he r10rato fields 

Actually, Bob himself was on at least 
r.<JSUAI spealdng terms with potmoes 
before he started growrng 1herr1 alJou t 

1960. Since atlou L 1951 h,.. had had tlls 
own truck l1ne and had been busy 
trucl< ing pmduce ·- mcltJding potatoe~ 
- OUI o r l:hl' val ley . The 'Mielktt Way' ' 
true ing company endured unt I 1966 
when he sold 1t and became a poldto 
grower . 

An arltCulatc, big, d<~rk haired mM 

who laughs eastly Bob reflects on the 
changc-<>ver from produce trucker to 
agriculture with ironic good-humor. 

"Don ' t know why I didn 't hD11a more 
sense than lo get in the agricultural end 
ol 1t except that it louked bett~ t han 
truckl11!J. But in trurking, ·1he only WH Y 

yoo coult.l get a lou was to cut pnces , 
which is self~efeatlng. I was always a 

sm<.~ll tru~ker - I th1nk at •mu timt~ I 
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had four t1 .JCk~. And lookt!d around fully " You have to huvc rn,t~:hiocry 

th 11 like , do r1ow and I .h:«.ided I w.1s 
\ 'Ill. rkmg aw1 I n, rd lot ll hunch of other 
~teaplc All the 1lnvcrs wcru prospering 

and I Wd~ spendiny u 16 hour !Jay fixt ~ 

tht..lrucks afH!t they were throuqh . · 

Today, Bob and Evelyn have 35 acres 

in DOtdtoes - 15 acres of heir '1Wr1 iJnd 
20 e.JWd. Becau,e their operation b 

mt"Chan•zed they qet by with a min· 
mum of n·red help fo r pldrHing and 

harvesting 

' 'W~: have a mul!hine to cut the seed 

md th.;l cut5 down nn labor ' Evttlyu 
says. 

Planting (anyt·m,, between May 18 

and J une 0) is dlso with d machine but 
this requires someone to sit 01 the back 

to make certain the planter ·s p an·rng 
evt y ruw - general y Evelyn or a 

parl·time helper. Shortly alter 1 i:lntt~g. 

before the plants ate up, they huve lobe 
sp1 ryed for weel , whtch takN. l~s han 

two J 1ys. Then t::-etor1. they bios· arn 
th 'I dre hilled, a Ullf or rive day 100 

Asrde from thi!Se thing~ rh' pot Oe5 

need h<~roly ry attention unti, harvest 

tlfnl,>; nless, as Boh 5dys, yo "gtft 

mvolved in ·ht& irrrgatron system and 
thHn you live IM thn fteld " But thi~ he 

doesn't Jhm have ro do. 

At harvest ttme, It's a dtftert!nt story 
on the help situottion. 

"That ~ where you get in the bind in 

thP. potato business," Bob (I(Jmits ruu· 

oper <>tors." 

It i~ t11 lflcult w I111(J these for ).;rl · 

1 me he p. though they hnve · ' ttiP 

trouble lor The less Sl}phi'Jticatcd job~. 
oltk!n hiring t£:-en ager~. 1110~1 of them 
girls . l hi$ year they were truding he p 

with u neiuhbor. bee<~ as.: harve't wa~ 
'<omewhat lute, Bob ftgurct1 on a sr--ort . 

'ast harvPst periorl Th ... re o ILJ tw s•x 
or seven peoule helprng beside' .~ m · 

l'fiii!S. 

Tit!.! potatoes a re )toted without 
bcin!J wa~hed, with the fieicl dirt c:hng· 

ing to them Bob explains. 

"A wa~hed J..IOI.rto doesn t ~tore too 
!JOOd Thl y h ve enouy 'lC'Isture on 
them Yo~ have l Jitc a sess•on lor two 

or three month• getting n uut And 
thPre s no us1.! getting any more mois· 
tur*' in e cellar th, 1 you ocod to gel 
If there's any d•!>e<~se or 1mythiog the 

waHl! automatica ly spreads it lhro~ gh 

them" 

The ht(Jhly in5Ul8tt.'<l brg root ·ellar 

whtlf'l! thiN are .stored anri process[)d for 

mat keting is the only burlding direct y 
connected w! h the pot Jto opt:ration . 
11\iintet temperatur~ ln~·de dre lrept 11 1 

bt:tween 40 and 4'5 degr • a11d durirtg 
~treme cold. heat Is noerl"'d to rna n 

tam this. In late sprtng and unt1 the 
potatoes are s.old, refrigcmtlon helps to 
drop thr: remp~rah .. re to reduce sprout· 

1ng. 

• 11 ey wartt ~o qrow ltkc mad then 

ami vr u I • n .-p thern rl'tll cold " 

Bob C)(plams. !'co you ~~P them at 36 

to 10 degr~;~ ur t1 vou gr::< yow crop 

~old " As thlly fire taken cr. t to bP 
dlstnbutcd to stores. they ure Wi!S.,ed. 
gr~d~d and hagged 

This yC.Jl Bob ha~ two v.Jdetie~ to 

market. Kennebecs rmd Buke Kjt'!JS He 

ke~J(lS expcrtrnL'' inq, lookhK.J for some-
thing lletter. and tn tht: prccP~· ha~ 

fc)und that Cli"ry po.arr, h .. s 1t clra••· 
bad Ev1 n the K nneo. .c. , \.., 1 h he 

L-nrtsidPn 'itrmdby , show l Jme u 1 J •· 
~irabl traitS. a t least in Alaska . fur one 
~tung , up hurf' thi-'Y don' t set v~ry many 
(XI Jto~:· "You only ge t five or ~'I( 

_ 1d r 1 Plant und"r the best cund1 
t on> If vmr !>lip a few days in 

h r "estmg th s 'l<mety 9 s too big nnd 
curns up 1ollovv in thr Jridd e (.J lrdit 
th ' Bake J... ll!J!> htrve not dispiayDd) . 
Desprto th(•ir drawback Bob .. wear~ by 

th~:m because ' you always get a '-rop 

orf Kcnnebecs, no matter how adverse 
the contlitions You always g!! a c op." 

l1he Bake Krngs h~ r:ons111 • . 'the 
best baking potato 1 l s !'V(!f hit 

Alaska " Th !i variety was developed rn 

New Yur Stilt!! six or scven yearlo rg<:>. 
Bob h.ttl them 'Orl <he r:omml!fcial mar· 

ket lns1 y~ar i!nd he adm•t·> w•th some 
JH'Ide: " I wa~ the first ono to make it I 

yot a bakt:r stze and put 'em in a five 

pound sack and got a premium price 

and thP.y were pretty \WII accepted " 



Bob's •.voes about rho marktmng end 
ot h•s busin~~ Cl)Uid eas1ly fil l il b~ok. 
When h~ w<r scllmg to thL> 11 1111ary tho 
sh~r volume of th» scMs r ade up for o 
lot. Thest! nrnount!Xl to as much as 100 
to 200 tons p~ rnunrh. l:lut the mll'!is· 
halls no longer use fresh potatoes in 
large quantities. cmd nowadays se11mg to 
individuai stores he is lucky to d1spose 
of 40 to 50 tons in the same <~mount of 
tilTH!. It thus requir~s many months of 
marketing for each crop. 

So far , wor.:ery ~tOri. h.JVe been hiS 
best custon11~rs. I h" one b 1g chance ho 
had to sel l to a lurg~ lt1~in restaurant 
was Uubl1ed, through no faul t ot hts, 
\lhen the chef w.ts accidentally giver 

refrigcr •t ld potatoes for bal irvJ When 
he didn't urn JP with baked potatoes 
In just the numl>er of m·nures he ex­
pected, he would try 110 more of Bob's. 
Bob pomts ou t hat restaurants want a 
Cef'ta n sizE: potato and they w<mt it at o 
warm t"rtlpcrature for fast cooking. 

l...<lst year he took Bilke Kings for n 
free trial to 5 111 ano thr.r resta .. rant 
ch.~in , this rim o f local origm Tlu~ 

m magor wouldn't even consider local 
potatoes 

"They weru ftee potatoes, but he 
wouldn't even monkey with ·.,m," Bob 
says. 

Sue reluctan<:t! no doubt stems 
liirgely from lh£1 1:,).·11..1 reputation Alolikan 
r~~CII llOes have been saddl!!d With tor 
many years. and wl11ch tl one ume was 
undeniably true Twen•y years ugc 
hou~ewivl's who tried them wer~ dis· 

maycd by the swee fletvur and the way 
the pot<~tOPS disinlegrated in the cook· 
ing process. None were !JOO(I bakers. 
L•k£> the hotel rnef , many women are 
still l l!luctant to try agam, though. ~ the 
P'IS1 decade AI t9k.tn potiltoes have 
thanged dramm1cally m <111allty . There 
are new 'lldriet•es, for Jno;lancr., that do 
ovcrythmg Outside potatoes will do and 
dO It we I 

One th ing that d ismays the Mielk~ 's 
that few housewives recognize different 
van~lles. •· rhey know the difference 
between beef and pork but they don't 
know lhP d•fferen~.;c between varieties 
of tJOtatoi!'S ,' Bob claims Yet not all 
va• tuti6 tend themselves t<> <~II methods 
of prep.'Jriilion. One may be superior fo1 

IJOI••to salad, another for bdking, and 
~til l a third for french frymg This is ns 

tnu of Alaskan variet•t!S d:> 'tny others. 
Bob Mielk •hi'lks of trying to edu­

cat~ .he Alaskan housewife to buying 
tht y,Jr i~ty of potato for 11w disr she 
wants· think!. about the problems he 
ll<Jt11e<.o marketing hb product ; and 

aboLJt the bt i~l yrowinq season 111 the 
No h wher" drought :J• rair , or un 

seasonal freeze, could ruin his crop for 
the yel!f . Sometimes after refloct"ng on 
tht:Se thmqs, he th"nk.. he mi!tJt be 
better off to join Evl!lyn in her tax work 
(sh t' hRs the 1-f & R Bloc~ franchise In 
P"dlm 1) 1nd torget iiboUl notatoes. 

Then <tgalr .heir son rathrr ltke!> the 
potato bustnt!Ss and Bob wonders if he 
shou d hang onto it until the boy knows 
tor certain whether he might like to 

farm . And too, Bob adm• s he himself 
likes to play - he 'lnd Evelyn have a 
cabin or Crosswind Lake ond in be-
lween planting and harvosting , they can 
spend :>Ome 1 me there. 

All thmqc considert .. '\1 , while there 
aren any plam for expans•on !'It the 
Mielke farm, Bob admit' with a laugh. 

Oh I II probably be In potatotl!i a 

long rime. Maybe th1s year we don't gel 
nc;.h But maybe next year we do." 
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cKee fami~ runs Fairbanks area hog ranch 
I~ ~:ould be thd t pcnple m F atrbar.ks 

1·onsumc n Otl roast Jlt g than <~ nv of 

th£!1r It' low 1\•ilsk<Jns. C' ne rl!tt~on might 

bl' t hE! warm swnmt.!r weather then: 
which ts C(Hl<l Kt~e to barbecues. Bul 
\..tlatever rhe re<lSon, tht> peopte in 
Fmrbonk~ have a handy source of roast­
ing fli!JS ou· along the Ch~na 1-tot 
Sormgs Ao;~d, 24 mtl!lS t.:d~t of town 

Here, in a scentc ~pot overlooking the 

TanaM Valley is located the s ite of 

McKee Enterprises, " hog-raisi119 fa m 
owned and operated by <m imeresting 
OJgticultura l family 

Not that the Don McKees ra1se only 
toast ing pigs, hill as Don poltlls out 

"fh~tt's one o t the thmq.s we tlo quite 

a bu,;iness or m summe•aiml! " 
Bestd~ thts ~pP.Ctahzed item, thll 

McKees. c ( nduct a brisk who esalc nntl 
rE<tatl bu5in~ n all ~resh pork products. 

from Sdusa~ they make thoom!;elves 
t tght down to plg'5 feet The•r busin~..s 

os cltlllded aboLtl equally in wholesale to 

Fa1rbanks stores ;md restaurants; <Jnd 

n•lfltl: to local i dmilies who huy meat 
supplies direct from McKee 

The processing end of their op~ration 

is carr' ed on tn thP.ir own modern 
$60,000 slaught~r facility t:C>mplet e 
with Ctlli ng and wrapping rooms, 
cool~rs and frl!ezers. T his new buildmg 
is located on a hillsidt:: ov~rlook ing th~ 

oth r.:s- parts of thP <>~ll'lt"atio n : the Bacon 
B n bam wherL the pig~ a re noused i 
winter, and sweral out~ide pens where 
bre•~dmg sow~ and o ther hogs 1 un loose 
in rummH. An a111?rage of around 400 
hogs, ln vanous sizes, are 1ound on thf' 

premises at any gtve, time 
The famUy rhat owm and operate"> 

thiS lttdllstry c.ons1sts ol Don McKee md 

his w fe AI ct~, t heir oldest son Dale and 

his wife Yvonne, <Jnd Douglas (currently 

acquiring exoerience away from h ome 

but sendtng fun ds to pay for a lwcd 
hand on the ram) . There are two other 

~ns, Dav1d and Donnie who will have 

sharP-S In the uusineo;.s if they want them' 

and tiJI/0 dauyhters, Kc~thy Johnson, 
married anri Karole. 

It was "'Ot th~ plan ot ttw ~nior 
McKees 10 start a hog ranch in Ala'ikd 
Wht!n they aHived from Minnesota i n 
1951 . In fact, by 1956 it did not look ~s 

_j(J AgwboreaiB November/197 2 

if 1hey wouhl r+'main in Alaska. Both 

11ctd fat m ing bilckgrour:cls and they 

found i too wrf ning ro be coop!!d up 
in the city of F;m h.'1nks throuttt t ht: 

lon~ wintr.rs. AftC>! ~me rose;Hth they 

had just al.Jout aec1ded to m ovt! to 

ldnho when iln .rneresting prmpect 

opened up for ,herr locally. 
While wor~ ing with the &r.Jlli Dtlpart­

mem o l Highway> ~ .l 1oh he sttll has). 
Don heard abo.Jt a 1ra1...1 o t lanrt wnich 

WilS open t o homesteutJmg a10n9 t hE? 

Lh ena Hot Spnn~ Road. wh1ch wa~> 

1he bemg built . lie and AI tee w<~lked in 
and •oolta:d the land ovDr T hey l;ked its 

1tne stand of ttrnhcr , and lost no time 
iiling on it In CJ lew weeks they wa-e 

ful l fledged homesteaders, living in a 16 
by 24 tent on their own c l;um while 
bUtldmg a small c.-tb.n Don, a pleasant 

1aced ma11 wtth a hitj1ly contagiJus 
laugh concludes th Jt portion o f their 

s tory with a sentiment obviollsiy ~hared 
by his wife. 

"That fi r ~ t w inter oul he re , we en 
joyed b~otinn out o f' the hulli.Juh of 
downtown anu thtl ice tog so much. I 

rJon't lh•nk you could movl! ~~~ outot 
here now .' 

Right away the McKc~s started 
pondenng whrt to do 'Ntlh Lhe<r lmd. 
At ~irst they hi!d thetr nye~ on be­

coming dait y farmflfs and started a small 

htlrd. At the same time they ac:quirP.d 
several pigs, m tY..t lv for their own use. 
Then the dairy bus•ne5s aroLtnd Feir­

b;m ks started decl'ninq <tnd lhe McK~ 

wem struck by disaster when their barn 
burned, destroying t heir cows ancl all 
but two 0 f the pig~. 

On • of t he pigs rescued wa~ CJ boor 
they hnd brought ·n from Ourside, and 

with this srn<~ll nuc l eu~ . they started 

pushing th e hog raising, "1ust little by 

lrttle, a few more •md a few more " 
By the tlrn~ the Fede('al Moot In­

spection LcJw - forbid dmg sale of any 

hut Inspected meat ·- was passed thrfffi 

years afll, lhb McKees werE' deeply 

i nvolved. But tharl! wasn't an inspoctoo 

~ l<tughtarhottse in th~ area to handle 
their hogs. 

The famtly put thuir head5 together 

to hash OOJI"t tht! problem: Shou ld they 

build a !>lau~ter facihty o f their own. 

or slwuf<.l they get out of the hoq 

busines~. 
A..~ Dorl says. : "I hat's whilt it .Jotled 

down to, YllU ~it her QOt 1r or yol out.' ' 
They gM ln . 

In o1der to make it $60.000 .ltv !!.l 
men _ ri?<JIIy pay they Jd 10 run eM ugh 
tln mil ~ thr OU\lh • ,o get SOIIIL k i U of a 
return, wh t~h rneant tTl JJ e h 1g3 and , 

SSO,OOO barn It tl t I hem in . 
"So lht~ i~ whcll we tltll ,' ' Oon !.ilys.. 

"Wt! lust got some financing and jumped 
tn w~·re stlll building beceu&e that 

facll ty could hand e a lot more animals 

tlum whal we're r JIIM .ng through i ·· 
Thf' number o f McKt~e empluyees 

tluctmtes; one man has bt1en Stt!ady; 

three othf:ts only fairly .teady. When 
th~y bu lcher - ,aa lensl once u wet:k .md 
sometimes t wtce - aD c Hes~iona :ne.at 
cutt« comes ou t trom o•.vn JJtd d oes 

1he c:uttin~- Don makes t im Sii Jsage, a 
process t hey hnve kept tn he lefT'IIy to 
keep the quality an" ingredtent. s t.lh e 
Aile~: and :.'1 help>!~ wr<~p il ttll d~l a~ 

much as a ton am• " half nf !>ilttsaQe at 
on~ t me {tt e arnnuf't pp:JtJuc:er.t for t hto 
month of July, 1972) 

Whtle the McKile hogs are fed as 
rnuch local gra ·n as po!>sib le (the 300 
acre farm productd about GO acr~ o~ 

barley last year whi<:h didn't go t1:n w th 
400 pigs). the llu k. of the ~eed 1s scot l>v 
van trom Seattle. A .oad of';'; !On:. of 
feed .asts oJbot..t si'l.. weel-s a ncl t:IJ~ I s 

$3,500 
Cc•ring for tht~ hogs. just ltke obtain · 

iny their feed, and the ulltm(:jte pro 

cessmg of th~ pork produc s. is a 
never-ending process. Don and Dale 

have an ttnusual wurktng arrangement 
dictated by thetr JObs away fro, home. 
Don's work with thl' H ijj)way Depart­

ment keeps h im from e ight in the 
morning until four in th~ afternoon ; 
Dale. who works for RCA Alaska Com­

mun 'cations . goes to work at four in the 
n-ftemoon and works until m idnight. 

"Between us ." Do says, "WI! kind o f 

keep ou hand on lh lngs. And Dale has 

rok..:n over lht! .:are of th~ barn nrm so 
on." 

Dolt and h is wife Yvonne keep 1.m 

elaboratP. card t1le w tth detailed in ­

for mation o all the ~ows · When thny 
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were born, th~ 1r regtstrat•on d .. om and 
s1re, rhe litters th~v have and how 
they'rt! producmg, personality trdits, 
and so on. On the bas1s ot thfs inform1 

tion their selection of urt'~' g :.tock 1s 
made. 

"A I t he animals Dre purebred York­

shim," Ddle says. "We try to kee~ the 
papers up on the breeding stock, but tor 

the ones w•' bu tchur, we just let the 
papers go. ' 

The1r breedtng stock which is ob­
tained m the other states, is flown rn. 
They tned b rmglng in bred gilts, in 
order to get boars fran, them, but thrs 
didn't work out well ~ause th~ sno ~ 
they have to have before being put 
aboard an atrllner - such as tt'ln­
quilizers - appeared to have an adverse 
effect on oHsprtng. 

' 'One of the nice things about ra1sing 
pigs in Alaslta is t hat then• is basically 
no disease here," f'Ja lo points out. "Our 
biggest problem is either scours or 
pneumonia. That's it. There 's none of 

thl~ other ~ tu If It ~ JUst not here 

Pout ot the reo..on for thi~ '" that 
Canada i so ort.r.ct about ann als 

brotJQht through by I ruck ; a d Dalt! 
says 1hat 'to put an <mrm.; on ;m 

frei~t they'r t> jus .1~ stnct oo. So to 
get an an·mal hete, it's got robe a good 

animal " 

The bu lk of the McKe~ hogs have 
bt>f'n hou,ed in a "Ba~.;rm li11," a pre­

fabricated mt!tal lHJild1ny put out bv 
Black . Sivalls & Bryson of Kansas City, 
Missouri. They have tound that for the 
Fairbanks nrea. v ith its long. cold win­
ters, certain modifications are needed. 
For one thing, it hds d propane heating 
system wh1c.h is oxpenstve m the north; 
and it also needs more eHect.v'! 

vP.nlil;nio 1 sy~tf'm . 

Don and Dale plan to build a furnoct 
room on t hr. lli.JI&tdll of the bu1ldmg and 
Insta l! an o1l ftroo hot oir lUI nacr that 
w1ll heat lr.commg ai r. Temperatures 
Inside should be ilround 60 to 65 

degree:i to be safe for dw i>ld pigs. That 
mt!a ~ tt t a r from outstd':! must be 
heatel do• net •mes <J;; n r 1 :JS 120 de­

grees Of more. But the McKees feel rno• t 
0 r their f)r olll '"' In heat ur~ct draft WI I 
be lar~ly solved with the nr furnace 
f00111 . 

It IS obvrous to anyone who hear. ·hp 
story of the McKees that exttaordinar v 
tng~nuuy :md versatility have been re­
l lrvi o lour1d th is •'Tlall lnrlustry, and 
to meet the ~no~lh ng.i'; 11 r.r nl inu.Jiy 
presents. I th11. re~pt£c It 1s ypocal of 

othe-r agrlcult rdl PrOiet.h around the 
state where filrmers ttre call~ on to be 
everything from animal ra1sers ro archi­
tects and ma keters. 

Perhap!' few Alaskans think of the 
h;:~rd work and unusulll problems that it 
took to produce the Fr~ eggs, milk, 
roasfng 111gs, bet!f or gardon produCt; 
they buy ot local marlfet . But Don 
McKe;:: knows, and hr! surn< It up with a 
w•de grin : 

"Well, it keeps u~ out of mischief." 

Aerohoreal1s November/197~ .31 
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Realm of Alaskan agriculture extends thousands of miles 

Tho realm of Alaskan agriculture extends from 

Ketchikan in the sout h to Kotzebue in tlw north and 

from tM Canadian border to thr. tl<l~t to far out west 

m the Aleutian Islands. distances as great or gre.atl'r 
than from border to border .md coast ~o coast 1 

other states. 

To prepare these reports on people in agriculture 
in this issue, Agroborealts tn:Jvl!led by air " total equal 
to tha uistance from San Fra ncisco to New York, and 

by highway a dlstdnce equ al to the mi leage frorn New 

York back to the W~t Coas t. 

A t eam of scien t ists from lhe lnmrute of Agri· 
cultmal Sc'ences f lew from Anchorage to Unalaska, a 
round-trip distance of 1,600 m1les. and on thl• • •P 
obtamad materia. for the art1cle on a he l-lolmes sheep 
ranch. 

Agroborea/ls made a round tnp From Anchorage 

to Nome ( 1,088 m•les l, one to Kodiak 1520 miles). 
an.d suveral tnps to Fairbanks 1274 miles) 

There were Jlso numerous trips by automobile 
from Anchorage to Fairbanks. Delta. the Matanuska 

Valley. and the Kena i Peninsula, fot a total dl5tdnce 

by highway of 2,902 miles 


