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Using your most recent review, please respond to all feedback and recommendations. 

Response: 

This is the first review of the ESS graduate programs at UAF. Therefore we do not have any prior feedback or 
recommendations. Because the program is relatively new, it provides an opportunity to identify and modify 
how we wish to assess learning outcomes in the program. 

The ESS degree program is an unusual one, and therefore we provide a synopsis here. 
ESS is a new program at UAF. It was approved in Nov 2022. It opened to US applicants in Jan 2023 and to 
international applicants in Jan 2025. A timeline can be viewed here. 
ESS is a degree program that relies on functionality through a set of departments and via a governance team 
led by a coordinator. Its procedures can be viewed here. 
ESS offers MS and PhD degrees with 9 options: either general ESS or ESS with one of 8 concentrations: 
Sustainability (SUS), Ecosystems (ECO), Hydrology (HYDRO), Atmospheric and Climate Sciences (ATM), 
Cryosphere (CRYO), Solid Ear1h Geophysics (SOLID), Geoscience (GEOS), Geospatial Science (GSP). 
ESS spans 6 departments (NRE, CXCS, CGEE, BW, ATM, GEOS) over three colleges (CNSM, CEM, CIS). 
ESS faculty come from these departments and from 5 research institutes (IANRE, IARC, IAB, INE, GI). 
There are 78 faculty participating in ESS: 44 tenure-track, 38 research. 
There are 2 ESS graduates, both MS. 
There are 38 current ESS students: 18 MS, 20 PhD. 
The ESS program replaced six degree programs (PhD/MS Geophysics, PhD/MS Geosciences, PhD/MS 
Atmospheric Sciences). 
Cmrently, ESS students predominantly come from the departments of GEOS (23) and ATM (6). This is 
because the ESS program replaced six degree programs (PhD/MS Geophysics, PhD/MS Geosciences, PhD/ 
MS Atmospheric Sciences). 
11 ESS students (9 current, 2 graduated) are from the other departments besides GEOS and ATM. In our 
view, these students represent the future of the program as having a cohort within each ESS concentration. 
Future effort is needed to attract UAF students into ESS and to persuade cU1Tent ESS faculty to encourage 
students into the ESS program. 
All ESS students are required to ta.lee 5 credits spanning 3 colll'Ses (ESS 601,602,692). 

Please note: Unfortllllately, the required format of Google Sheets does not enable basic itemized and 
enumerated lists. The content we have prepared is best viewed within Google Doc capabilities. These itemized 
lists are difficult to read in Google Sheets. Furthermore, hyperlinks are not copied into Google Sheets. If 
you would like to view a better-formatted version of our review, including with itemized lists and active 
hyperlin.ks, please see: 
l..illIIIILLdocs aoo&Ie comldocument/d/lf XbCnxnbHx-qeR IX): nFIFMAj5FboOzm7EJpl7BiGs/edit? 
usp=sharini 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fXbCnxnbHx-qeR_1Xy_nFIFMAj5FboOzm7E3pl7BiGs/edit?usp=sharing



















