










Faculty in the Department of Communication support UAF’s mission to integrate research as it educates 
students. Faculty maintains an active research agenda focused on instructional design, student success, 
Indigenous studies, public relations, extremism in the military, and media studies. 
Dr. Amy May’s Research
Published 4 articles, 4 book chapters
Edited Volumes: 3
Conference Proceedings: 18
Dr. Tori McDermott’s Research
Published: 6 journal articles, 6 book chapters
Edited Volume: 1
Conference Proceedings: 23
Concurrent Sessions: 5
Received: National Communication Association’s Preston Award for Leadership, 2023, 2024
Received: Top 3 Competitive Paper Session ECA 2023, Undergraduates’ perceptions of inclusivity in higher 
education classrooms
Dr. McDermott has also served as an URSA award reviewer and outside examiner through the Graduate 
School.
Dr. Kevin Sager’s Research
Published: 1 article
Professor Nike Jacob’s Research
Published 1 article, 1 book chapter
Conference Proceedings: 10
To prepare a skilled workforce, the MA program continues to transform as the needs of students and 
employers continue to evolve. To better align student interests with a curriculum that ensures a skilled 
workforce of competent communicators,, the department adopted three tracks for COM Majors: Social 
Interactions, Science & Environmental communication, and Public Relations. Connecting with SLOs, 
students gain foundational knowledge of communication theories, perspectives, and central questions that 
define each track and their strategic areas of focus. For example, in the Social Interaction track, students 
apply knowledge and develop skills to understand relational dynamics, identity, and culture, including the 
diverse peoples of Alaska to promote community and belonging. In the Public Relations track, students gain 
the ability to design, implement, and evaluate messages that influence public perception and maintain 
organizational credibility. Finally, in the Science & Environmental Communication track students integrate 
research and applied communication to translate complex scientific issues for diverse audiences, fostering 
public understanding and engagement with science especially as it relates to the Circumpolar North and its 
diverse peoples. Additionally, the core curriculum has been updated to include a new research methods 
course that seeks to ground students in quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods research. As a result of 
this curricular update, students can now choose one of two final publications: a thesis (for students looking to 
enter a PhD program) or a project (for students looking to connect with the community and develop a strong 
portfolio for the job market).
To promote community and belonging, the MA program offers a variety of courses that challenges students 
to communicate across differences. Courses such as Communication and Diversity in the Professional World 
and Political Media & Discourse of the American Right invite students to critically examine how identity, 
power, and representation inform public discourse. These courses in addition to others create space for 
students to engage with diverse perspectives, recognize the impact of communication on marginalized 
communities, and apply communication practices to strengthen relationships.



To further promote community and belonging, COM adopted the following communication action statement 
(McDermott & May, 2023): “We recognize and make space for the communication norms and values of the 
Indigenous People and their ancestors who care for these lands. Although we acknowledge the communication 
norms we know and practice are based in white supremacy and western knowledge systems that uphold white 
supremacy and heteronormativity, we invite learners to share with us their language, Elder wisdom, and 
communication practices so that we may grow together as a community.” This statement promotes community 
and belonging by acknowledging historical exclusion of Indigenous Peoples from white, western, and 
heteronormative frameworks that define higher education. By inviting learners to share their language, cultural 
traditions, and Elder wisdom, COM honors that all voices and knowledge systems are equal.
Dr.  also serves as the faculty sponsor for the Generation Action Club, a national network of young 
activists that advocate for reproductive freedom.
Dr.  also served as the co-chair of the Committee on the Status of Women, a faculty senate committee 
devoted to identifying and addressing gender-based challenges across the university.
McDermott, V., & May, A. (2023). Challenging the positionality of western mainstream English through the 
implementation of communication action statements. Journal of Communication Pedagogy, 7(1), 165-180. 
https://doi.org/10.31446/JCP.2023.1.11






















