








Closing the Loop 

Please discuss how your student learning outcomes are reflected in high impact practices and student 

success data. 

Response: 

We assess our MFA students via the materials collected in the ePortfolio that students submit as part of their 
ART 698 MFA Non-Thesis Project. These materials consist of an artist statement, artist bio, resume and 
images of artwork. Additionally, students are evaluated on the quality of their solo exhibition and their public 
presentation during their last semester in the program. 

Leaming Outcome I - Visual Communication: graduates will be able to analyze, interpret, contextualize, 
evaluate, and create visual matcriaJs in physical and/or digital formats with 
well-articulated formal and conceptual choices. 

We assess visual communication by evaluating a student's images of their artwork. 
HIPs - All MFA students must defend the body of work that they create for their solo exibition in front of all 
full-time faculty. Students discuss creative explorations throughout their studies, stylistic choices, 
historicaVcontemporary context of their body of work. conceptual intent, logistical choices and artistic 
inspiration. 

The Fine Arts Seminar (ART 691) allows students to become familiar with the tools of visual 
communication through discussion about their artwork and the work of their peers. 
Students present their work in a group setting regularly when registered for studio courses. 
Through this practice of presenting and evaluating peers, students learn to analyze, interpret, contextualize, 
and evaluate effectiveness of visual communication. 

MFA Group Show - Graduates are required to present their work in a group exhibition at the beginning of 
each Spring semester. The exhibition gives them an opportunity to work collaboratively on curating an 
exhibition together allowing an opportunity to analyze, contextualize, and evaluate the visual impact that 
occurs when works are installed in proximity to one another. All students and full-time faculty participate in 
a group critique session where each student presents their work. The faculty evaluate professionalism, 
conceptual communication, and installation practice and provide feedback. 

The program requires MF A students to regularly meet with a committee of at least three full-time faculty 
outside of regular class contact to refine their body of work to assess and direct visual communication skills 
from the learning outcomes. 

Learning Outcome 2 - Oral and Written Communication: graduates will be able to express ideas in a 
coherent, logical, and compelling way, both orally and in writing. Students will also be challenged to present 
their artistic process, research, and product during a public presentation with open Q&A. 

We assess written communication by evaluating a student's artist bio and artist statement as well as their 
final thesis report. This report describes the evolution and conceptual development of the work created for 
their final exhibition. This paper also discusses how the student's work fits into the contemporary art world. 
We assess oral communication by evaluating a student's ability to defend the work in their solo show and 
also give a public artist talk highlighting their thesis work. 
All full-time faculty also assess all graduate students during their comprehensive exam. This exam consists 
of a written report and an oral presentation and defense. 

H!Ps 
Fine Arts Seminar ART 691 allows students to engage in discussion about their work and the work of their 
peers. Students also prepare an artist statement as part of this class that is reviewed by peers and full-time 
faculty. 

Students take art history courses as part of their degree program. In these courses students research a topic 
within the scope of the course and are guided through the refinement of their ideas as they write and present 
on art historical topics. 

All graduate students need to take ART 661 Mentored Teaching in Art at least once (Graduate TAs take this 
class every semester that they have a TAship). ln this class students prepare a written report and an oral 
presentation of their work and practice for their comprehensive exam and the public presentation that 
accompanies their final exhibition. 

The program requires MF A students to regularly meet with a committee of at least three full-time faculty 
outside of regular class contact to refne their body of work as well as the oral and written communication 
skill objectives from the learning outcomes. Students present their work to the faculty orally and present 
written material when requested by the committee. 





Academic Program Profile 

The following questions help show how your program supports the university's mission, connects 
with other UA programs, engages with the community, contributes through service courses, and 
supports student success after graduation. Please use this section to highlight the value your 
program brings to students, the university, and beyond. 
UAF's Mission: 
The University of Alaska Fairbanks is a Land, Sea, and Space Grant university and an international 
center for research, education, and the ans, emphasizing the circumpolar North and its diverse 
peoples. UAF Integrates teaching, research, and public service as It educates students for active 
citizenship and prepares them for lifelong learning and careers. 
In what ways does your program advance UAF's mission?  
Response: 
As the only MFA program in the state, the UAF Department of Art is focused on place-based 
experiential learning. As the most northern Art program in the nation, there is a particular 
emphasis on the north and its diverse peoples. The department also includes the Native Art Center 
and is one of very few graduate programs in the world to focus on indigenous art forms. The 
Native Art Center has been in existence for over 60 years, offering art studio courses, workshops 
with Native Artists and elders, and artists-in-residence programs, including outstanding Yupik, 
Inupiaq, Athabascan, Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian, Alutii,q and Aleut artists from throughout Alaska.
How is your program related to others in the UA system?   
Response: 
The UAF MFA in Art is the only program of its kind in the state. 
Who are your key community or external partners? 
Response:  
"The Department of Art partners with many community non-profits and Arts organizations, 
including the Fairbanks Arts Association, the Fairbanks Folk School, the Alaska Photographic 
Center, Festival of Native Arts, the Fairbanks Potter’s Guild, and the Fairbanks Food Bank.

Many of the Department of Art Faculty are asked to jury local and statewide exhibitions, review 
local, state, and national applications for fellowships and residency, lending their expertise to both 
the local and national creative ecosystem.

The Department of Art hosts community events, including Visiting Artist Talks, Student and 
community exhibitions, student presentations, and workshops. Additionally, student clubs within 
the Department of Art, including the Student Ceramic Arts Guild; Student Learning Arts Guild; 
Student Arts Alliance North, host events and activities that are open to all students at UAF and 
also to the greater Fairbanks community. "
What role do your services courses play, if any? 
Response: 
How do your graduates succeed after leaving the program? 
Response: 
Many of our MFA students become professional artists after graduation or go into a career in the 
arts. Many students chose to use their talents to develop successful, self-operated businesses 
featuring a wide variety of their work at regular artisan markets throughout the community and 
state. We have several alumni who work at the UA Museum of the North, the Fairbanks Arts 
Association, and other galleries in Fairbanks and elsewhere. others have taken jobs in graphic 
design, gaming, and product development. 
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