


Student Learning Outcomes 

Describe the assessment of your student learning outcomes (SLOs). Discuss your findings, changes you are 

making, and what you hope to see as a result. 

Response: 

The Department of Art assesses its student learning outcomes through an e-portfolio that is submitted as part of ART 
499, the senior thesis class, as well as a concurrent solo exhibition and public presentation. All full-time faculty attend a 
formal exhibition defense in the gallery, an evaluation of the public presentation and assessment of the e-portfolio. The 
e-portfolio contains images of the exhibition and individual work and a copy of their project report, an artist statement, 
biography, and resume. This ensures that graduates have the tools necessary to become professional artists or have a 
portfolio suitable to apply for a graduate program. 

Below are the results of our assessment. Of note, our results incorporate an earlier method of tracking faculty 

assessment that utilized qualitative terms rather than a number-based scale between one and five. Going forward, we 
plan to use the more precise number scale. 

The average score for questions pertaining to the BFA exhibition (which is tied to craft, design, interconnection, and 
exhibition logistics) is 4.37 out of five. The average score for questions pertaining to the written BFA Thesis (which is 
tied to written communication) is 4.28. The average for the presentation assessment (which is tied to oral 
communication) is 4.40. The artist statement (which is tied to oral and written communication and critical thinking) is 
4.43 respectively while 92. 7% of our BF A students adhered to College Art Association resume guidelines (industry 
standard). When we revise our assessment questions, we will change this question so that it can be assessed numerically. 
All in total, this brings the average for the BFA to 4.46. 

The results show that our students' scores have stayed consistent since midcycle review, which was an average 
score of 4.47 in 2023. These numbers are significantly higher than our BA program. The department credits the 
high rating to the intensive mentoring within the program, which requires BFA students to regularly meet with a 
committee of al least three full-time faculty outside of the regular class contact. BFA students are also now 
required to meet with the Gallery Manager at least one month prior to their exhibition to address any lingering 
concerns and to relay any issues to the committee that needs to be immediately addressed. 

Additionally, two years ago we made several changes to the BFA program. We added ART 488 Professional Practices 
for Visual Artists as a requirement. Previously the class had been offered but not required. This course assists students in 
preparing for a career in the arts and helps them build the skill sets they will need upon graduation. We also added three 
credits of ART F491 Fine Art Seminar. The Fine Art Seminar is a one-credit course that was developed to address a lack 
of higher-level critique experience in the BFA and MFA programs. BFA students now have to take three separate 

semesters of this course. 

In putting together this report we have identified the need to completely revise our assessment questions so that they 
more clearly align with our new SLOs. We aim to have this done and have new data in time for our mid-cycle review in 
two years. 









Closing the Loop 

Please discuss how your student learning outcomes are reflected in high impact practices and student 
success data. 
Response: 
We assess our BFA students via the materia]s collected in the ePortfolio that students submit as part of their ART 499 

BFA Thesis. These materials consist of an artist statement, resume and images of artwork. Additionally, students are 

evaluated on the quality of their solo exhibition and their pub Uc presentation during their last semester in the program. 

Leaming Outcome I - Visual Communication: graduates will be able to analyze, interpret, contextualize, evaluate, and 

create visual materials in physical and/or digital formats with 

well-articulated formal and conceptual choices. 
We assess visual communication by evaluating a student's images of their artwork. 

H!Ps - All BFA students must defend the body of work that they create for their solo show in front of all 
full-time faculty. Students discuss creative explorations throughout their studies, stylistic choices, historical/

contemporary context of their body of work, conceptual intent, logistical choices and artistic inspiration. 

The Fine Arts Seminar (ART 491) allows students to become familiar with the tools of visual communication 
through discussion about their artwork and the work of their peers. 
Students present their work in a group setting regularly when registered for studio courses. Through this practice of 

presenting and evaluating peers, students learn to analyze, interpret, contextualize, and evaluate effectiveness of visual 

communication. 
The program requires BFA students to regularly meet with a committee of at least three full-time faculty outside 
of regular class contact. During these meetings students must present their works in progress and discuss the 

progress they have made towards producing a body of work. 
Learning Outcome 2 - Oral and Written Communication: graduates will be able to express ideas in a coherent, 
logical, and compelling way, both orally and in writing. Students will also be challenged to present their artistic 
process, researcb, and product during a public presentation with open Q&A. 
We assess written communication by evaluating a student's artist bio and artist statement as well as their final 
thesis report. This report describes the evolution and conceptual development of the work created for their final 
exhibition. This paper also discusses how the student's work fits into the contemporary art world. 
We assess oral communication by evaluating a student's ability to defend the work in their solo show and also 
give a public artist talk highlighting their thesis work. 
HIPs - Fine Arts Seminar ART 491 allows students to engage in discussion about their work and the work of their peers. 

Students also prepare an artist statement as part of this class that is reviewed by peers and full-time faculty. Students take 

art history courses as part of their degree program. In these courses students research a topic within the scope of the 

course and are guided through the refinement of their ideas as they write and present on art historical topics. BFA 
students are required to take two more art history classes than BA students. The program requires BFA students to 

regularly meet with a committee of at least three full-time faculty outside of regular class contact. During these meetings 

students must present their works in progress and discuss the progress they have made towards producing a body 
of work. 
Leaming Outcome 3 - Skill and Technique: graduates will be able to produce works of art that demonstrate 
knowledge of their particular area of study. Students will have an elevated understanding of visual design. We 
assess skill and technique by evaluating a student's body of work presented in their final BFA exhibition. 
HIPs - Within studio courses, visual demonstrations followed by hands-on application under observation allows students 

to learn the skills, techniques, and expectations within their medium. In these demonstrations they also learn about 

individual style through design, craftsmanship, and examples of creative expression from the professors' demonstrations 

and incorporation of art practice. 

The department provides workshops for students outside of class time that allows students to further their knowledge 

about professional presentation practices. Attendance at these workshops is not mandatory but is encouraged. 
Students are expected to submit their work to be included in a student exhibition held in the Department of Art 
Gallery. In preparation to include their work in this exhibition students learn the skills and techniques of artwork 

presentation. The experiences gained in their upper level studio courses also help prepare them to present their work for 

submission to the gallery exhibition. 

The program requires BFA students to regularly meet with a committee of at least three full-time faculty outside 
ofregular class contact to refine their body of work and redirect creative production through additional 
technique and skill exploration. 
Leaming Outcome 4 - Critical Thinking: Demonstrate critical thinking skills, including the ability to use rational and 

intuitive processes and to construct meaning using visual information. Students will understand the historical and 
global context of art. We assess critical thinking by evaluating a student's artist statement as well as their final 
thesis report. This report describes the evolution and conceptual development of the work created for their final 

exhibition. This paper also discusses how the student's work fits into the contemporary art world. 





Who are your key community or external partners? 

Response: 

The Departtnent of Art partners with many community non-profits and Arts organizations including the 
Fairbanks Arts Association, the Fairbanks Folk School, the Alaska Photographic Center, Festival of Native 
Arts, the Fairbanks Potter's Guild, and the Fairbanks Food Bank. 

Many of the Department of Art Faculty are asked to jury local and statewide exhibitions, review local, state and 
national applications for fellowships and residency, lending their expertise to both the local and national creative 
ecosystem. 

The Departtnent of Art hosts community events including Visiting Artist Talks, Student and community 
exhibitions, student presentations, and workshops. Additionally, student clubs within the Department of Art, 
including the Student Ceramic Arts Guild; Student Learning Arts Guild; Student Arts Alliance North, host events 
and activities that are open to all students at UAF and �o the greater Fairbanks community. 

What role do your services courses play, if any? 

Response: 

The Department of Art enriches UAF and the broader community with its service credits. The department has twice as 
many service credits as internal credit hours. We also offer 12% of CLA's service credits. This illustrates the demand for 
courses in the creative field. 

How do your graduates succeed after leaving the program? 

Response: 
Many of our BF A students become professional artists after graduation or go into a career in the arts. Many 
students chose to use their talents to develop successful, self-operated businesses featuring a wide variety of 
their work at regular artisan markets throughout the community and state. We have several alumni who work at 
the UA Museum of the North, the Fairbanks Arts Association and other galleries in Fairbanks and elsewhere. 
Others have taken jobs in graphic design, gaming, and product development. Finally, our BFA students have 
also had success getting into graduate programs around the country. 
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