Introduction to Expedition Rafting
0 Credit

Instructor-Mark Oldmixon
Contact: 474-6027;  mtoldmixon@alaska.edu

June 29th- July6th 

Field trip fee: $412
Course Meetings

Classroom- Outdoor Adventures Office
Wednesday 6/29 5pm-8pm
Thursday 6/30 10am-5pm

Field Trip- Tazlina River Trip
Friday 7/1-Wednesday 7/6
Course Description: This course will introduce students to the timeless travel medium of rafting Alaska’s wild rivers. We’ll meet on campus one night and one day to discuss trip logistics, strategies, food planning, equipment prep, etc. On Saturday we’ll drive to our river and start a 6-day float trip on the Tazlina River. While on river, participants will captain paddle rafts and oar frames. We’ll learn the finer points of river camping and boat packing. While in camp we’ll have evening lessons involving rescues, swimming, raft repair and technical skills. 
Course Goals: The intention of this course is to give students the skills to prepare them for their own rafting adventures. Students should leave the course with skills to comfortably paddle class 2 rivers for multiple days. This is not a certification course.
Appropriate Student Background: Participants do not need a great deal of experience. We will be spending many nights outside, students should be comfortable with wilderness camping. Students do need to be in good physical condition to help carry equipment, paddle long days and walk over rough terrain. 
Equipment

Outdoor Adventures will provide: Paddling gear, dry-suits, tents, backpacks, sleeping bags, sleeping pads, stoves, and pots, etc.  Students will need to have clothing that is appropriate for being outside in the arctic summer environment of Alaska. This includes quality rain gear, fleece layers, hiking pants, close-toed camp shoes, and warm jackets.
Course Material

Handouts will be distributed at the beginning of class.
Risk Tolerance

Due to the nature of outdoor travel there are certain risks in this class.  Acceptable risks include: hiking up steep hills, swimming class I rapids, paddling class III rapids, doing stream crossings, camping out for seven days in Alaska arctic weather, dealing with wildlife, snowstorms, wind, ice and mud.  Driving risks may include slick and snowy roads, poor visibility, and wildlife.   
Students with Disabilities

The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. The instructor will work with the Office of Disabilities Services (203 WHIT, 474-7043) to provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities.  Please inform the instructor of any disabilities during the first class session.

