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Dr. Sven Haakanson, Jr. 
A Discussion of Traditional Alaska Native Design and Construction 

 
 

Please plan to attend as Dr. Haakanson 

discusses the knowledge and abilities of 

Alaska’s Indigenous people to 

design and construct complex equipment, 

housing and tools without the use of 

modern technology.  

 

The efforts of those preserving this 

knowledge for future generations will 

also be discussed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Sven Haakanson, Jr. is a renowned Alaska Native 
anthropologist and UAF alumni. He received a B.A. 

(1992) from UAF and an M.A. (1996) and Ph.D. (2000) 
from Harvard University.  He was also the recipient of 

the MacArthur ‘Genius’ Grant in 2007. 
 

Since 2000, Dr. Haakanson has served as the Executive 
Director of the Alutiiq Museum in Kodiak.  He is also an 

adjunct member of the faculty at the Kodiak College 
campus of UAA and is the former chair of the Alaska 

State Council on the Arts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Bambi Nelson at 474-5860 or 

bnnelson@alaska.edu for more information.  
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