


Becoming a Member

Membership in Psi Chi is open to those who are making the study of psychology one of their major interests and who are
students or faculty members in an institution where a chapter is located. Both undergraduate and graduate students who
have registered for major or minor standing in psychology or for a program psychological in nature may be eligible for
membership if other requirements are fulfilled.

Eligibility for undergraduates includes:

e Completion of 3 semesters or 5 quarters of the college course

e Completion of 9 semester hours or 14 quarter hours of psychology courses

e Ranking in the top 35% of their class in general scholarship

e Have a minimum GPA of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in both psychology classes and in cumulative
grades

Eligibility for graduate students includes:

 Minimum overall cumulative average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale in all graduate courses

Students and faculty are elected to membership by the chapter at the institution, according to the provisions in the national
Psi Chi Constitution. Any chapter, at its discretion, may establish higher academic standards for eligibility, but may not
require service standards for eligibility. Membership in Psi Chi is open to qualified candidates of any age, sex, sexual
orientation, race, handicap or disability, color, religion, and national and ethnic origin.

1. Psi Chi provides national recognition for academic excellence in psychology, an honor which can be noted on
employment applications, vitae, and résumés.

2. Through membership in Psi Chi, students gain a sense of community with others in psychology and an identification
with the discipline.

3. Psi Chi provides a local, regional, and national forum for obtaining information and developing perspectives about the
field of psychology, learning about educational and career opportunities, and forming meaningful professional networks.

4. On the local level, chapter membership facilitates leadership development, interaction with other students who have
similar interests, and service to the department and institution sponsoring Psi Chi.

5. Members receive a membership card, certificate, and lapel pin, and, through chapter mailings, copies of Eye on Psi
Chi. (Following graduation, members may subscribe to Eye on Psi Chi.)

6. Psi Chi chapter activities provide students with valuable opportunities to develop one-on-one relationships with
professors who can stimulate their interest in psychology, involve them in research projects, and write meaningful letters of
recommendation for them.

7. Psi Chi encourages student research at the regional and national as well as local levels through undergraduate and
graduate research award competitions and provides opportunities for students to present research and receive certificates
recognizing their accomplishments at regional and national psychological association meetings.

8. Psi Chi provides over $225,000 annually in awards and grants to its student members, faculty advisors, and chapters.

9. Psi Chi sponsors outstanding programs at regional and national psychological association meetings. Members benefit
not only from the programs, but also from the opportunity to meet leading psychologists and students from other chapters.

10. Membership in Psi Chi meets one of the requirements for entrance at the GS-7 level in numerous professional and
technical occupations in the United Siates government.



