
 
 

 

This 2011 season was a busy, but successful 

season for University Fire Department’s Fire 

Prevention Education department. The main priority 

for fire prevention is to protect individuals, families 

and, specifically, their children from harm and 

fatalities caused by fires that could have been 

prevented by proper education.  

 

Fires started by children playing with fire 

accounted for an average of 56,300 fires with 

associated losses of 110 civilian deaths, 880 civilian 

injuries, $286 million in direct property damage per 

year between 2005 and 2009. By teaching these 

children at a young age, we can greatly reduce this 

risk.  

Statistics show that younger children have a greater 

tendency to start fires inside houses and structures 

while older children tend to start more fires outside.  

 

Studies show that children hold onto 

information taught in a non-traumatic way much 

longer than children scared into not doing 

something. Our goal is to educate these young 

children so that they can understand in a non-

traumatic way, how dangerous fires can be. We also  

explain to them how they can correct or help in 

certain situations to prevent fires from starting all  

together. For example, teaching them to go find an 

adult if they find lighters or matches rather than just 

walking away from them and increasing the chance  

 

 

of some other child picking them up.  And by 

learning safe kitchen rules, we can help prevent 

bodily harm as well as fires. 

 
Different tools are used to teach them the 

fundamentals of fire safety such as videos that 

contain some animation, Sparky the mascot and 

questions and answers based upon the age group as 

well as take home packets containing coloring and 

activity books, colorful book marks with safety 

rules and other items that continue the education in 

a fun and creative way. We also use our firefighters 

in full gear to familiarize the children with the 

Friendly Firefighter concept. This helps prevent 

children from being frightened by firefighters gear 

and breathing apparatus, and possibly hiding from 

them when firefighters are attempting rescue from a 

dangerous situation. 

 

Out of 50% Of 
Home Structure 

Fires…    
 *Statistics from 2009 

46% Started by
children under
the age of 6

54% Started by
other causes



University Fire Department has three 

Elementary schools in our service area. This year 

we visited all of these schools and taught fire safety 

to school groups ranging from Kindergarten to third 

grade. At University Park Elementary, Pearl Creek 

Elementary and Wood River Elementary, we spoke 

with 144 Kindergarteners, 177 First Graders, 137 

Second Graders, and 152 Third Graders. This is not 

including Children that came to our station for 

tours. This number was around 235 that ranged 

from Kindergarten to second grade. They 

thoroughly enjoyed meeting student firefighters and 

experiencing a working fire station. Many of them 

had met us when we attended their schools for Fire 

Prevention Week and were eager to answer 

questions based on what they learned from us 

previously. This was a great way to judge the 

effectiveness and measurement of our program. 

As always, Sparky the fire dog made many 

special appearances and demonstrated things such 

as Stop, Drop, and Roll and Crawl Low Under 

Smoke as well as a few much requested dances. 

           

Small children are not our only area of 

education, we reach out to all populations. 

University Fire Department is active in teaching the 

UAF’s RA Emergency program. This teaches RA’s 

how to use a fire extinguisher and how to safely 

evacuate students out of dorms when an alarm 

sounds. There is also some basic health and 

emergency pointers given to help the accuracy of 

911 calls and to ensure the quickest response time. 

In addition to this, UFD teaches a Campus 

Community Emergency Response Team (C-CERT) 

program on campus consisting of about 15 students. 

Also, a Fire Extinguisher Training class was given 

at Hutchison High School that consisted of about 25 

students. Our goal is to educate children and young 

adults as soon as possible and to continue the efforts 

as they progress in age, eventually turning into 

safety minded adults. 

Department also assisted in teaching at the 

University Fire Academy this year. Fire Marshal 

DeJoria taught Public Education and many other 

safety aspects to the Firefighter I students. This is 

very important for them to see the full circle effects 

of public education into the prevention of structure 

fires and fatalities. This also is a great instructional 

period because many of them have been asked to 

help with tours as soon as they arrive at our fire 

station. It is fresh in their minds and they have done 

a wonderful job in assisting with prevention 

education and learning how to work with children 

and the public. 

 


